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German hit in attack on Nile cruiser 
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Bahrain dismisses Qatari approach > 

THE HAGUE (R) — Bahrain on Friday dismissed Qatar’s allegations. . 
that it was flexing its military muscles in the disputed Hawar Islands; 
and said it would not be dragged before the International Court of. 
Justice as Qatar’s captive. In hearings before the United Nation^ 
court. Bahrain rejected Qatar's daim to sovereignty over the Hawar 
Islands and the reefs of Dihal and Jaradah. But it declined to discuss * 
the accusations that it had recently brought heavy artillery and military, 
vehidcs into Hawar and concentrated soley on the 60-year old . 
sovereignty dispute which Qatar submitted to the court in July 1991. 
Bahrain's Minister for Legal Affairs Husain Mohammad A1 Bahama 
said Oatar's unilateral application to the court was a ploy to gain an ' 
unfair advantage. "Qatar intends to set up the case in a way that suits _ 
it ... and control the range of issues on which the court will dedde." he. * 
said. “Bahrain will be happy to come to the court, but not as ihcf • 
captive of Qatar.” Tension between the two Gulf states flared into a .. 
military confrontation in 1986 but was later cooled by Saudi. , 
mediation. 
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Israelis bombard in 
south Lebanon 

RASHAYA (AP) - Israeli 
troops blasted Lebanese guerril- 
las making a fresh attempt to 
infiltrate an Israeli-occupied en- 
clave in South Lebanon and shel- 
led their suspected bases early 
Friday, security sources said. It 
was the third failed infiltration 
into the border strip since last 
Friday's massacre in Hebron. The 
sources said guerrillas of the Ira- 
nian-backed Hizbollah tried to 
move into the Israeli-occupied 
territory around midnight (2200 
GMT) Thursday. Israeli troops 
spotted the infiltrators and 
blasted them with tank fire, said 
the sources. 

Kurds bomb Iraqi 
pipeline in Turkey 

DIYARBAKIR (R) — Rebel 
Kurds in southeast Turkey 
bombed a blockaded pipeline full 
of Iraqi crude oQ in the fourth 
such attack in the past six weeks, 
officials said on Friday. The blast 
caused fire but no casualties. 
Members of the outlawed Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PICK) attack- 
ed the pipeline between Cizre and 
Idil towns, near the Iraqi border, 
on Thursday, the officials said. 
The fire was put out and there 
was no loss of oil from the pipe- 
line, they said. The 986-kilometre 
pipeline, which runs from the 
Iraqi oilfields of Kirkuk to Tur- 
key's southern coast, has not 
been used since August 1990, 
when Ankara shut ir down under 
a U.N. trade embargo imposed 
on Baghdad for its invasion of 
Kuwait. When operational the 
pipeline earns money for Turkey. 
About four million barrels of 
crude oil are trapped in the pipe- 
line and officials say it should be 
emptied to prevent corrosion. 

-Norwegian 411— tlonad ... 
for Rushdie threat 

OSLO (AP) — Police questioned 
and released the head of a Mus- 
lim organisation in Norway who 
publicly threatened Friday to try 
to kill British writer Salman 
Rushdie if he comes to a confer- 
ence on freedom of expression. A 
day earlier, the national writers* 
association invited Mr. Rushdie 
and other writers who have been 
exposed to death threats to a 
Sept. 21-23 conference in the west 
coast city of Stavanger. “If I get 
hold of weapons and if I have the 
opportunity of getting to him — 
then I won’t give him up," said 
Ibrahim Yildiz, president of the 
Muslim association of Rogaland 
in western Norway. His com- 
ments were broadcast on radio by 
NRK Rogaland. The national 
news agency, NTB, said police in 
Stavanger brought Yildiz in for 
questioning, then released him 
without charge. 

Columbia blasts off 

CAPE CANAVERAL (AP) — 
After a one-day weather delay, 
Columbia thundered towards 
space Friday with five astronauts 
on a two-week science mission 
that could break the shuttle en- 
durance record. Columbia soared 
into a clear sky at 8:53 a.m. EST 
(1353 GMT), right on time. It was 
an ideal morning for a launch. 
Thursday's liftoff attempt was cal- 
led off the day before, hours 
before fuelling, because high 
wind was predicted. The forecasts 
proved true. The shuttle is sup- 
posed to spend 13 days and 23 
hours in orbit, just an hour shy of 
the longest shuttle mission, flown 
by Columbia last October. The 
crew is hoping for a landing delay 
— just one extra orbit will do — 
to break the record. 

Indian police arrest 
‘Pakistani agents* 

NEW DELHI (AP) - Police 
arrested six suspects, including 
four Pakistanis, accused of plan- 
ning acts of “terrorism in India, 
New Delhi’s police chief said Fri- 
day. Also arrested Wednesday 
and Thursday were a Bangladeshi 
and an Indian, and police seized a 
stock of explosives and grenades, 
said M.B. Kaushal, the police 
commander. The alleged conspir- 
ators possessed computer floppy 
discs with plans to blow up impor- 
tant buildings and shrines, and 
instructions on the use of 
weapons, he told a news c ° nf ^ r ' 
cnee Mr. Kaushal claimed the 
suspects were trained by the In- 
ter-Services Intelligence, Pakis- 
tan's foreign intelligence wine 
which India blames for training 

and arming Muslim separatists in 

the disputed state of Kashmir. 
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Israeli troops, settlers 
kill four Palestinians 


NABLUS, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops shot dead two Palesti- 
nians during clashes on Friday 
in a Palestinian refugee camp 
in the occupied West Bank, a 
local hospital said. 

The deaths brought to four 
the number of Arabs killed in 
violence in the occupied terri- 
tories on Friday. 

Earlier Friday, Jewish set- 
tlers killed a Palestinian and 
troops shot dead another in the 
occupied territories as the 
bloodletting spawned by the 
Hebron mosque massacre 
based into its second week with 
no end in sight. 

But Israeli security forces, 
deploying in strength, 
smothered expected trouble in 
Jerusalem — even briefly ban- 
ning Jews from the western 
wall, in an unprecedented 
move to avoid clashes with 
angry Arab worshippers. 

The army said three Palesti- 
nian assailants stabbed two 
Israelis, one an immigrant 
from India, at the Gaza Strip 
settlement of Gush Katif. Tlie 
Israelis shot one Palestinian 
dead and wounded another. 

Arab sources said a 17-year- 
old Palestinian, believed to be- 
long to the Islamic Jihad fac- 
tion. was shot dead in Gaza 
City when he stabbed a soldier 
outside a mosque. 

Arab sources said a 24-year- 
old Palestinian was shot in the 
head and killed by troops dur- 
ing clashes in the Balata re- 


fugee camp in Nablus. 

The trouble erupted after 
rampaging settlers smashed a 
dozen Arab-owned cars during 
the night. 

In Hebron, masked Palesti- 
nians, some firing marbles 
from slingshots, defied a cur- 
few to clash with troops in 
barricade-dogged streets chok- 
ing with douds of tear-gas and 
black smoke from burning 
tyres. 

The fighitng centred around 
the domed Ali Baka Mosque 
as the army tried to stop Mus- 
lims going out to pray. 

Palestinian factions urged 
people to break the curfew to 
pray at the Ibrahimi Mosque, 
site of the massacre, and called 
on the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to halt 
negotiations with Israel until 
all settlers have been disarmed 
and removed from the terri- 
tories. 

All other major towns in the 
territories except Bethlehem 
were still under curfew. 

Security authorities, fearing 
trouble would flare Friday af- 
ter Muslims attended prayers, 
deployed in large numbers 
throughout the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“There’s still a lot of ten- 
sion." said police spokesman 
Shmuel Ben Ruby. 

Hundreds of armed police- 
men ringed the Haram A1 
Sharif complex, a frequent 
flashpoint and virtually sealed 
off the old walled city. 


Young Muslims were barred 
from Ai Aqsa Mosque, Islam's 
third holiest shrine, and Jews 
were moved away from the 
western wall for an hour. 

That is the first time it has 
been blocked off and the move 
drew protests from ultra-ortho- 
dox Jewish groups. 

The precautions were aimed 
at preventing Arabs at AI Aqsa 
atop the walled mount from 
stoning Jews below at the wall, 
which is generally crowded on 
the eve of the Jewish. Sabbath. 

After last Friday's massacre. 
Palestinians near AI Aqsa 
stoned Jewish worshippers. In 
October 1990, police killed 17 
Palestinians in dashes around 
AI Aqsa after they stoned 
Jews. 

The Islamic Waqf organisa- 
tion, which looks after Muslim 
shrines in the complex, pro- 
tested the Israeli measures. 

Only about 20.000 Arabs 
were allowed to pray at AI 
Aqsa, a fraction of the number 
which usually turn out. Most 
were middle-aged on elderly. 

Sheikh Mohammad Kafra- 
wi, who delivered the sermon 
at AI Aqsa. told worshippers: 
“We’re waiting for more mas- 
sacres because there are so 
many Baruchs running around 
freely." 

He appealed to worshippers 
not ot cause trouble, saying: 
“We don't need more blood- 
shed and more martyrs. We've 

(Continued on page 5) 


All 4 defendants found 
guilty in New York blast 


NEW YORK (Agendes) — A 
juiy Friday found people guilty 
of bombing the World Trade 
Centre last year. 

The verdicts came in the 
fifth day of deliberations by the 
jury of eight women and four 
men. They began deliberations 
on Feb. 23, just three days 
before the first anniversary of 
the explosion which left six 
people dead and injured more 
than 1,000. 

The defendants in the case 
were Mohammad Salameh, 
Nidal Ayyad, Mahmoud Abu 
Halima and Ahmad Ajaj . 
Each was charged with 11 
counts. The conspiracy charge 
was the main allegation in the 
indictment, although it carries 
a maximum sentence of only 
five years in prison, other re- 
lated charges could send the 
men to prison for life. 

Because there were no wit- 
nesses who could place any of 
the defendants at the landmark 
New York building on the day 
of the blast, the government 
built its case on a complex 
chain of circumstantial and sci- 


entific evidence. Prosecutors 
presented 207 witnesses and 
1,003 exhibits during the trial, 
which began in September. 

“Injustice.” shouted Mr. 
Salameh as the verdicts were 
read. “God is great," the de- 
fendants shouted in Arabic, 
pounding on the defence 
tables. A supporter cried out: 
“My brother is innocent" and 
was quickly removed from the 
courtroom. 

Prosecutors asserted Mr. 
Salameh. 26, a Jordanian im- 
migrant, helped bankroll the 
attack, built the bomb and 
rented the van that carried it 
into the trade centre's under- 
ground parking garage. 

They said Mr. Ayyad, 26, a 
chemist, ordered chemicals for 
the bomb and sent messages to 
news organisations afterward 
that the motive was to protest 
LLS. aid to Israel. 

Witnesses said Mr. Abu 
Halima, 34. was frequently in 
the apartment where the bomb 
was built, while Ahmad Ajaj, 
28, allegedly provided bomb- 
making expertise. Mr. Ajaj 


was in jail on a faJse-passport 
conviction when the blast hap- 
pened. 

Mr. Ajaj lived in Houston; 
the rest in New Jersey suburbs 
of New York City. 

Defence attorneys con- 
tended that the government 
twisted the evidence to spin a 
web of conspiracy trapping the 
defendants. 

While some defence lawyers 
would not even concede it was 
a bomb that devastated the 
trade centre, Mr. Salameh’s 
lawyer, Robert Precht. surpri- 
singly acknowledged during 
dosing arguments that there 
was a bombing conspiracy and 
that his client was involved. 

Mr. Precht insisted Mr. 
Salameh was an unwitting 
dupe of the alleged Ringlead- 
er. Ramzi Yousef, a fugitive, 
and therefore was innocent. 

Mr. Salameh wrote a letter 
to Judge Kevin Duffy, saying 
“I object to everything Mr. 
Precht said in his summation.” 
But Mr. Precht stood by his 

(Continued on page 5» 


U.N. says Serbs still raping, 
murdering Muslims in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Despite a successful ceasefire 
around Sarajevo, uniformed 
Serbs are raping, robbing and 
murdering Muslims in the 
north Bosnian town of Banja 
Luka, a U.N. relief official said 
oft Friday. 

“Banja Luka ... is one of the 
most grim places in Bosnia 
even though there’s no shelling 
there," said Kris Janowski, 
spokesman for the Sarajevo 
office of the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

“There’s a continuing cam- 
paign of intimidation, quite 
brutal intimidation — some- 
times murder — against Mus- 
lims there." 

With 55 per cent 1 of the 
area’s pre-war population and 
a tight grip on its major milit- 
ary installations, Serbs took 
control of Banja Luka in the 
first hours of Bosnia’s 23- 
month ethnic war tbar has 
brought accusations of atroci- 
ties against all sides. 

Serbs have driven Maslnns 
from their homes ever since in 
a Serb policy dubbed “ethnic 
cleansing" to create wholly 


Serb territory. U.N. aides say. 

Mr. Janowski cited three re- 
rent examples from a UNHCR 
staff report prepared in Banja 
Luka: 

— A 72-year-old Muslim 
man slashed with knives until 
he was barely recognisable 
died in hospital in Banja Luka 
this week. The report said he 
bad been attacked in his home 
by uniformed people at night. 

— A 34-year-old Muslim 
woman was raped by uni- 
formed men in front of her 
10- year-old daughter, who was 
held at gun point. 

— An 18-year-old Muslim 
girl was raped in her house by 
uniformed men because her 
parents did not have money to 
give them. The girl’s parents 
were bound and her father was 
beaten in the incident. 

Mr. Janowski added: “We 
know that at least five persons 
have been murdered since the 
beginning of January in Banja 
Luka. There are countless 
cases of people being beaten 
up, intimidated. 

“Muslim neighbourhoods 
are raided by uniformed gangs 
of people who shoot out the 


windows and try to give them 
the message basically to get 
out." 

Serb intimidation forced ab- 
out 200 Muslims to flee the 
village of Bronzani Majdan 
outside Banja Luka last 
month. All are now seeking 
UNHCR assistance in leaving 
the country. 

Asked who the assailants 
were, Mr. Janowskv replied: 
“We understand that they are 
either pan of some sort of a 
militia or the Serb military. 
The authorities there tell us all 
the time they have nothing ro 
do with it. that these people 
are some sort of criminals, but 
none of these cases have ever 
been followed by the author- 
ities, no one has ever been 
punished. 

“We assume that this is all 
done with the knowledge and 
at least the silent consent of the 
authorities otherwise they 
would do something to stop it, 
but they do absolutely no- 
thing." 

Every mosque in Banja 
Luka, including some of inter- 
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An Israeli soldier searches a Palestinian boy going to pray at Jerusalem’s AI Aqsa Mosque 
(AFP photo) 

Shaath: U.S. backs armed 
observers in occupied lands 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Palestine Dberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) envoy Nabil 
Shaath Friday said the United 
Nations was near agreement, 
with U.S. backing, on a prop- 
osal for an armed international 
presence in the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories. 

While he said discussions on 
“modalities and timing" for 
such a presence were still 
underway. Dr. Shaath was 
adamant that the presence 
would involve armed “security 
people." 

Dr. Shaath said Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher sup- 
ported the idea of stationing a 
U.N. force on the West Bank 
to protect Palestinians against 
Jewish residents. 

However. Dr. Shaath said 
the PLO was not ready to 
reopen negotiations over self- 
rule with Israel. He said a 
U.N. resolution encompassing 
Palestinian demands bad not 
been worked out yet. 

"The resolution, including 
parts of it that are supported 
by the United States, includes 
an international presence in 
the occupied territories," Dr. 
Shaath said after a 90-minute 
meeting with Mr. Christopher. 

He said there was no deci- 
sion yet on the composition of 
the force. But dismissing any 
suggestion only civilians might 
be involved, Dr. Shaath said, 
“They have to be security peo- 


ple. We are not talking about 
historians and psycho- 
analysts.” 

Dr. Shaath called his meet- 
ing with Mr. Christopher, held 
a few hours before the secret- 
ary of state's departure for 
Asia, “positive" and added: 
“We are satisfied that we have 
the serious concerns of the 
United States reflected by the 
secretary and state department 
people and the president.” 

But while the PLO would 
like to resume negotiations 
with Israel, Dr. Shaath said, 
the resolution is not finished. 
He had meetings scheduled 
with other State Department 
and White House officials later 
in the day. 

Dr. Shaath disavowed on 
_ Thursday night, any intention 
“ of scuttling the 28-month-olti 
peace process. But he said in 
light of the attack on a Hebron 
mosque by a Jewish extremist, 
“what we are doing is the only 
way that we need to go." 

Dr. Shaath's arrival state- 
ment did not contain demands 
for the disarming of all Jews 
who live on the West Bank and 
Gaza, nor did he insist on 
uprooting the settlements. 

But he said the Clinton 
administration should find 
ways to assist the Palestinians, 
possibly through the United 
Nations. “We really have to 
protect Palestinians from set- 
tlers and not just the other way 


around, as the Israelis have 
been assuming all along,” he 
said. 

In the meantime. PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat has 
not accepted President Clin- 
ton's invitation to hold nego- 
tiations here with Israel on 
arrangements for Palestinian 
self-rule, first in Jericho and 
Gaza and then throughout the 
West Bank. 

Only a handful of issues 
stand in the way of im- 
plementing the self-rule dec- 
laration Israel and the PLO 
agreed to last year. 

Dr. Shaath said peace talks 
provide the only guarantee 
that Palestinians “will have 
real security in the long run." 
But he said the attack on the 
mosque brought out die need 
for interim measures. 

He did not say what the ELQ 
wanted specifically. But PLO 
leaders have said all settlers 
should be disarmed and a U.N. 
observer force sent to the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

“There is a lot that needs to 
be done and can be done,” he 
said. “That's why I am here.” 

Even before die PLO offi- 
cials arrived, Mr. Christopher 
had voiced his support for en- 
hancing the security of Palesti- 
nians. 

But it was not dear how far 
the Clinton administration 

(Continued on page 5) 


Zulu: party 
to register 
for polls 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Zulu nationalists who vehe- 
mently opposed South Africa's 
first all-race election reversed 
themselves Friday and said 
they would register for the 
April vote. 

But Mangosuthu Buthelezi's 
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 
set conditions for partidpating 
in the election, and a leading 
pro-apartheid white group re- 
fused to join its black ally in 
signing up for the vote. 

Less than eight weeks re- 
main until the April 26-28 
vote, which will formally end 
apartheid .by including the 
black majority for the first 
lime. 

The deadline for registering 
for the election was midnight 
(2200 GMT) Friday. 

By agreeing to register, In- 
katha signalled it believed in- 
ternational mediation could 
work out differences with the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and President F.W. de 
Klerk’s government on the 
powers of regional govern- 
ments in a new constitution. 

Mr. Buthelezi and ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela met 
this week and agreed on inter- 
national mediation in return 
for Inkatha’s registering for the 
election. 

Inkatha’s central committee 
endorsed that agreement Fri- 
day, bur said any participation 
in the election beyond registra- 
tion depended on the media- 
tion forging acceptable solu- 
tions on Inkatha’s demand for 
an autonomous Zulu state. 

it also said mediators must 
make sure all participants in 
the election have equal oppor- 
tunity to campaign if the voting 
dates remain as scheduled. 


Greece tries to narrow 
Israel-PLO differences 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinian negotiator 
Faisal Husseini said Friday that 
stalled Middle East peace talks 
will not resume until Israel 
gives “positive answers” to 
Palestinian demands for better 
protection following the Heb- 
ron mosque massacre. 

Mr. Husseini spoke ro repor- 
ters after an hour-long meeting 
with Foreign Minister Carolos 
Papoulias of Greece, which 
currently holds the European 
Union (EU) presidency. 

Mr. Papoulias also met Fri- 
day with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

“All this exchange of ideas is 
aimed at overcoming the cri- 
sis," Mr. Papoulias said. 

He said an international 
force to protect the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip was 
among ideas under discussion. 

But he did not say if Israel 
has softened its opposition to 
any outside military presence, 
a move the Israelis consider 
diminishes their authority in 
the occupied territories. 

Mr. Peres said after meeting 
Mr. Papoulias: “We're ready 
to consider every possible 
means to enhance the security 
and the feeling of safety to all 
concerned.” 

But Mr. Peres termed as 
“speculation” Israeli media re- 
ports that the United States 
wants further steps taken to 
rein in Jewish settlers. 

The Feb. 25 massacre in the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron 
was carried out by a Jewish 
settler. Baruch Goldstein, who 
was beaten to death by survi- 
vors. 

Israel Radio said U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher reportedly told 
PLO envoy Nabil Shaath in 


meetings earlier this week that 
Israel has been asked to detain 
dozens of extremist settlers 
and take away their automatic 
weapons. 

The Hebrew daily Haaretz 
carried a similar report and 
said the United States also 
wanted a large number of ex- 
tremists among the 180,000 
settlers banished from the 
occupied territories. 

Following a cabinet decision 
last Sunday, the Israeli army 
has ordered the detention of 
six extremist settlers and the 
disarming of 18 others. 

An unspecified number of 
settlers have been banned from 
entering Hebron, and the gov- 
ernment is considering 
whether to outlaw the extrem- 
ist Kach Movement. 

Goldstein was a disciple of 
Kach’s founder, the late Rabbi 
Meir Kahane. 

Mr. Husseini, the top repre- 
sentative of Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) lead- 
er Yasser Arafat in the occu- 
pied territories, said Israeli 
measures to date did not satisfy 
Palestinian demands. 

The PLO wants all settlers 
disarmed, Jewish enclaves re- 
moved from the centre of Heb- 
ron and Nablus, an interna- 
tional force to protect Palesti- 
nians in the territories and the 
future of the 144 settlements 
put on the negotiating agenda 
now. 

Asked when the Palestinians 
would return to talks with 
Israel, Mr. Husseini said: "The 
moment that the Israelis will 
give positive answers." 

He added: “We- haven't 
given up on the peace. But I 
don't know if I can still be 
optimistic about this peace 
process- I’m afraid that this 
peace process is dying.” 


France 
calls for 
talks on 
settlements 

PARIS (Agencies) — French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
urged Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation' 
(PLO) on Friday to negotiate 
the foture of Jewish settle: 
ments in the occupied territor- 
ies, leading to their possible 
“regrouping.” 

“We believe the issue of the 
settlements and of their even- 
tual regrouping should be the 
object of negotiations between 
the parties," Mr. Juppe told, 
reporters afer meeting top 
PLO official Yasser Abed . 
Rabbo. 

An accord signed .in 
Washington on Sept. 13 ber 
tween Israel and the PLO said 
the future of the settlements 
would only come to the nego- 
tiating table three years after 
Palestinian self-rule began in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Juppe's statement 
appeared to indicate Paris no 
longer gave the foil backing.it 
offered so for to the accord 
following the massacre seven 
days ago by a Jewish settiei: of. 
at least 60 Palestinians praying* 
in the West Bank town -of: 
Hebron. 

Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard, who separately met' 
Mr. Abed Rabbo, offered the. 
help of France's gendarmerie' 
(para-military police) to train; 
Palestinian policemen, trained 
so for in Egypt and Jordan. 

Mr. Juppe repeated that 
France favoured the “neutra- 
lisation of all known extremists 
who wanted to kUl'peace” and 
that he ..was concerned about 
the weapons carried by settlers 
when they moved about the 
occupied territories. 

He said Paris favoured the 
supervision of security mea- 
sures in the occupied territor- 
ies by international observers 
serving under the United Na- 
tions. ■ 7 ; • 

Mr. Juppe avoided a direct 
response when asked if France; 
would contribute observers' to; 
such a mission. > 

“We insist that the security! 
of the Palestinian population! 
be ensured. It is the only way; 
to render credible the peace- 
process and we caj! on Israels 
authorities... to take all -the! 
necessary measures,” Mr. Jup-; 
pe said. • 

The French minister said! 
Paris hoped a draft resolution! 
now before the United Nation^ 
Security Council and dealing* 
with the situation would be! 
passed soon. ■ ; 

French officials told repor- 
ters later the resolution was; 
held up by American objec-! 
tions to references in the text! 
to Jerusalem. -■* 

Mr. Leotard was due to visit 
Israel from March 9-11 and his 
office said he would meet local 
Palestinian leaders in occupied 
Arab East Jerusalem on March 
10 . 

In Israel, U.S. and Euro- 
pean envoys met Israeli leaders 
in search of concessions to 
calm Arab rage and allow the 
PLO to return to the negotiat- 
ing table. * . 

Israelis want colony •• - 

Polls in two major Israeli 
dailies Friday showed that 
most Israelis oppose uprooting 
450 Jewish settlers living in the 
■.West Bank town of Hcbrbp, 
scene of last week's massacre. 

At least three ministers .in 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's cabinet have said that 
the settlement in the heart qf 
Hebron, which has a Palesti- 
nian population of 80,000,- is 
provocative and should be dis- 
mantled. 

Calls to close down the set- 
tlement and other Jewish Set- 
tlements in Arab towns fol- 
lowed the Feb. 25 mosque 
massacre. , , 

A poll published in Yedlcrih 
Ahronoth said only 40 per cent 
of 507 Israelis interviewed 
thought the government 
should evacuate settlements lo- 
cated in heavily populated 
Arab areas. 

Fifty two per cent thought 
the settlers should be allowed 
to stay and eight per cent -de- 
clined to respond. 


i 
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Hamas rejects Arafat appeal as 
theatrics, presses call for jihad 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Re- 
signed Movement. Hamas, 
or FnJjy described as hollow 
2 call by Palestinian leader 
\jssox Arafat to join hands in 
ht\ campaign to negotiate the 
s:ara> of Jewish settlements in 

the occupied territories with 

I*:ct! jr.J ensure the protec* 
::on of the Palestinians living 

•Araiist's call is simple 
J.c.i’.rtcv with no substance." 

Ibr.ihim Ghosheh. the 
Arr.man-based spokesman for 
l:.:r;as "Ik* is trying to ctr- 
cutrwni Hamas' demand for 
shelving the so-called peace 
with Israel." Mr. 
Ghcshch told the Jordan 
T: ir.es 

Mr Ghosheh was referring 
:o .. I cb. 2S letter from Mr. 
Arafat, chairman of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
iPLOl. to Musa Abu Mar- 
coak. head of the political de- 
partment of Hamas. 

The PLO leader's letter, 
which came in response to a 
Hamas message calling on him 
to abandon the peace talks in 
the wake of the Feb. 25 mas- 
sacre of Muslim worshippers 
by one or more Jewish settlers 
at a Hebron mosque, "did not 
couch the essence of Hamas' 
position,” Mr. Ghoshc said. 

Furthermore, by sending an 
envoy to Washington in re- 
iportsc to a call by U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton on Arabs and 
Israelis to resume the peace 
talks. Mr. Arafat “has reaf- 


. WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Halting the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks would reward the 
“madman" ho gunned down 
more than 50 worshippers in a 
mosque in Hebron. President 
Clinton said Thursday. 

Expressing optimism that 
the talks wilt resume despite 

• die enormous political press- 
ures on Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and especially 
op Palestine Liberation Grga- 

* rusabon (PLO) Chairman Yas- 
. scr Arafat. Mr. Omtoo said 

"the surest way to hand a 
victory to the madman who 
tilled all the Palestinians in the 
mosque" is to fail to resume 
the talks scheduled to take 
jalacc in Washington this week. 

White House Press Sccret- 
■uy Dee Dec Myers said Arafat 
is sending Nabil Shaath to 

• Washington to discuss tuning 
for resumption of the discus- 
sions on implementing the dec- 

. iaratmn of principles signed by 
Israel and the PLO last year at 
the White House. 

After the Israeli gunman 
fired into Muslim services at 
the mosque. Mr. Clinton sum- 

* iaonai negotiators from both 
sides to Washington, urging 
them to keep talking until im- 
plementation was agreed 
upon, but the ensuing unrest 
has delayed the discussions, 
which had been scheduled to 
begm March 2. 

At issue is the transfer of 
authority from Israeli occupa- 
tion forces in ibe Gaza Strip 
aod the West Bank town of 
,'rndr ;»* Palestinian avil rule. 
Among the issues outstanding 
after several rounds of talks in 
Egypt, according to U.S. offi- 
cials, arc the economic rela- 
tionship between Israel and the 
new entity, the role of Palesti- 
nian police, and control of 
entry points. 

Mr. Clinton told questioners 
that allowing the talks to 
founder would hand a victory 


firmed that he has no intentiQn 
of moving from the course of 
surrender he has adopted." 
Mr. Ghoshe said. 

In a Feb. 28 open appeal to 
the rank of file of Fateh, the 
mainstream PLO group found- 
ed by Mr. Arafat. Hamas said: 
“We appeal to out brothers in 
Fateh to join hands and esca- 
late the intifada and holy war 
against the enemy." 

“The (Hebron massacre) in 
which hundreds of our people 
died confirms the righteous- 
ness of resistance and armed 
struggle, and exposes the Zion- 
ists' claims that they wish to 
1 coexist in peace with our peo- 
ple," it said. 

fn his message to Hamas. 
Mr. Arafat said: “It is the hour 
of unity and solidarity and un- 
iting ranks and not differences 
and divisions." 

“This unity is most needed 
when we are fighting one of 
our fiercest battles to find a 
radical and comprehensive 
solution to the settlements and 
the disarming of settlers and 
securing international protec- 
tion for our people," he wrote. 

According to Mr. Ghoshe, 
“this is not a language of re- 
conciliation as we had prop- 
osed. We wanted Arafat to 
abandon the negotiations with 
Israel and return to armed 
struggle to liberate our lands." 

Mr. Ghoshe said Mr. Arafat 
“is ignoring the streets of Am- 
man, Damascus, Cairo and the 
occupied territories which have 
erupted in protest against 
negotiations with Israel." 

“Arafat no longer represents 


to extremists in Israel and 
among Palestinians. “I think 
we can get them back on 
track,” Mr. Clinton said of the 
discussions. “If the peace talks 
don't get back on trade, then 
we are rewarding the damage 
and the death wreaked by the 
extremists. We don’t want to 
do that.” 

The president said Mr. 
Rabin has made “a good be- 
ginning” for resumption of the 
talks. He said he nndeistands 
die “very deep and prfound” 
ethnic and religious difficulties 
which fuel continuation of con- 
flict in the Mideast and else- 
where, but he dted the March 
1 federation agreement among 
Croatia, the Bosnian govern- 
ment and the Bosnian Croats 
as an example of what can be 
done when "we just keep 
working at these things and do 
our best to try to bring them to 
a successful conclusion." 

Mr. Clinton has called 
Rabin, King Hussein and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to discuss methods of 
keeping the peace process vi- 
able. Myers said the president, 
in each of the telephone calls, 
“is asking everybody to keep 
working toward peace, to par- 
ticipate in the process." 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, asked at a Senate 
bearing Wednesday about the 
Israeli government’s reaction 
to the Hebron killing, said the 
United States hopes and ex- 
pects Israel will move 

aggressively to implement the 
steps outlined by Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
talked with Rabin March 1. 
and “I have absolute confi- 
dence that he will carry out the 
commitments that he has 
made.” 

Mr. Rabin has “never even 
come dose to violating a com- 
mitment that he made to me or 


(he Palestinian people." he 
added. 

Hamas, which is locked in a 
running battle with Mr. Ara- 
fat’s Fateh for leadership of the 
Palestinians living in the occu- 
pied territories, rules out any 
dealings with Israel and prop- 
agates Jihad (holy war) as the 
means to achieve liberation. 

The group has vowed to step 
up armed attacks against 
Israelis and. in a Feb. 25 state- 
ment. singled out settlers as 
potential targets for revenge 
attacks following the Hebron 
massacre. 

“We will not let up our 
resistance against Israel until 
the lands are totally liberated." 
Mr. Ghoshe vowed Friday. 

He said a group of 10 
Palestinian groups in an 
alliance based in Damascus 
would meet after the 'Eid At 
FitT “to concentrate on our 
further course of action" to 
undermine the peace process. 

The coalition, known as the 
Alliance of Palestinian Forces, 
“was preoccupied with interna! 
affairs so far," Mr. Ghoshe 
said. "Now we can turn our full 
attention to activities in the 
occupied territories." 

He was referring to the 
formation of a leadership 
council for the alliance. After 
several months of delibera- 
tions, the council was formed 
in January, with each of the 10 
factions nominating two mem- 
bers each to the body. All 
secretary generals of the 
groups plus -members are now 
members of the -council. The 
only exception is the Popular 


an understanding that we have, 
so I look to him to be as reso- 
lute about carrying out those 
commitments as he has been in 
the past.” the secretary stres- 
sed. 

Mr. Christopher said be 
hopes the “terrible incident” at 
Hebron will have a catalyzing 
effect on the IsraeK-PLO peace 
process and cause the parties, 
finally to address the under- 
lying problems and to imple- 
ment the declaration of princi- 
ples. : 

he stressed that any pause in 
the peace effort is to the be- 
nefit of the extremists. “They 
are atrfe to exploit delay, point- 
ing out to the people on the 
ground that the present cir- 
cumstances are not causing any 
progress, and thus urging peo- 
ple there to turn to more ex- 
treme measures,” the secretary 
said. 

“I do hope that after a short 
period of tune... in which there 
is a cooling of tempers, that the 
parties will get back to the 
table and promptly finish the 
implementation agreement," 
he S3id. 

Later in the day Mr. Christ- 
opher told reporters that he 
would be meeting today with 
Dr. Shaath, the special envoy of 
Mr. Arafat. “We’D be discus- 
sing ways that the parties can 
resume the negotiations." be 
said. 

The secretary noted that the 
Palestinians need a greater 
sense of security than they 
presently have, and “Fra sure 
we'U be discussing ways to do 
that. Fm glad that he’s coming 
at tins time so we’U have an 
opportunity to explore the 
matters that you can only do 
face-to-face.” 

Mr. Christopher said be ex- 
pects to be in touch with Mr. 
Arafat before leaving 
Washington Friday on an 
Asian trip. 



Ibrahim Ghosheh 


Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP). whose 
secretary-general, George 
Habash, did not join the coun- 
cil because of ill-health and 
nominated his deputy. 

For the first time after the 
Sept. 13 Israeli-PLO accord 
was signed. Hamas has 
threatened Palestinians from 
the occupied territories who 
are members of the delegation 
negotiating peace with Israel. 

“We demand that the Oslo 
team announce their immedi- 
ate withdrawal from the nego- 
tiations with Israel." the group 
said in an open letter addres- 
sed to the Palestinians living in 
the occupied West Bank and 
G3za Strip. The reference to 
Oslo was to the site where 
Israeli and PLO negotiators 
worked out in secret the autonomy 
accord which was formally 
signed in Washington in 
September. 

“We will not allow a handful 
of us (Palestinians) to continue 
negotiations with those 
murderers at the expenses of 
the Palestinian people." 

Ghali: U.N. 
observers 
could calm 
West Bank 

UNITED NATION (USIA) 
— Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali has said that even some 
type of U.N. civilian observers 
in die occupied territories help 
ease tensions. 

Speaking with journalists af- 
ter a. Security Council debate 
on the Hebron massacre, the 
secretary general said that the 
idea of international observers 
came from “a long conversa- 
tion I had with the' prime 
minister of Israel.” 

He said he believes a United 
Nations presence “may help to 
defuse the tension. We have 
done this in South Africa and 
both Nelson Mandela and 
President F.W. de Klerk rec- 
ognised that the presence of 
the United Nations — which 
was very symbolic — had 
helped to defuse the tension.” 

The secretary general stres- 
sed that any U.N. force can 
only be done with the agree- 
ment of the Israelis as well as 
the Palestinians, that he cannot 
impose observers without the 
agreement of the two parties. 

Dr. Ghali said be made it 
“quite dear" in a letter sent to 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin after the Hebron mas- 
sacre last week “that if he 
agrees, we are ready to send a 
group of — I even used the 
word ‘a presence’ — which 
could be a group of civilians." 

“In South Africa, the people 
dial were there were civilian and 
had no relation with the Un- 
ited Nations forces or even 
military observers ” be said. 

The Security Council is still 
working on a draft resolution, 
one element of which could 
authorize observers. 


Clinton optimistic Mideast 
peace talks will resume 


Israeli officials threaten to 
act against Orient House 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) Israeli officials said 
Friday the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) headquar- 
ters in Jerusalem has been 
served notice that it owes near- 
ly $300,000 in back taxes, 
which the right-wing mayor 
vowed to collect. 

The PLO centre, known as 
Orient House, is where Palesti- 
nians meet to coordinate their 
strategy on peace talks and 
where visiting foreign dignitar- 
ies are received. 

It also serves as a defacto 
dty hall for Palestinians, who 
make up 150,000 of the city’s 
population of 564,000. 

"The munitipality of Jeru- 
salem turned to Lhem to pay all 
their debts as they turn to all 
those who have unpaid bills, 
and there are many who are in 
arrears. We understand the 
Orient House will pay," said 
Tirza Frenkel, spokeswoman 
for the muniripalicy. 

PLO offidals were not avail- 
able for comment. But the 
PLO’s top offidal, Faisal Hus- 
seini. warned against any tax 
raid by police, saying the build- 
ing contained sensitive docu- 


ments related to peace negotia- 
tions. 

Shmuel Meir, the deputy 
mayor in charge of finances, 
said the Orient House owes 
879,558.32 Israeli shekels in 
back property taxes and water 
bills. 

“This is part of an overall 
operation to get back taxes.” 
Mr. Meir said, adding the dty 
was owed about 200 million 
shekels ($67 million). 

Mr. Meir belongs to the 
National Religious Party, 
which opposes die PLO-Israel 
peace accord. 

The Israeli mayor of Jeru- 
salem, Efaud Oimerr. a senior 
figure in the Likud party wbo 
unseated Teddy Kollek last 
year, vowed in an interview 
with wire services last month to 
force the Orient House to pay 
back taxes. 

“Why should they be ex- 
empted?” Mr. Olmert said. “If 
anyone on the east side of 
Jerusalem doesn’t pay, we will 
find a way to enforce it.” 

Mr. Olmert would not say if 
he would seek a court order or 
ask police to act on the tax 
matter. 


U.S. says Syria protecting 
its Jews against threats 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Syrian government is taking 
unspecified action to protea 
the country’s dwindling Jewish 

comm unity against a death 
threat, the State Department 
said Thursday. 

Ibe threat that Jewish blood 
would be spilled at the end of 
Ramadan was continued in a 
pamphlet two American Jew- 
ish groups brought to the de- 
partment’s attention. 

Department offidals check- 
ed with die U.S. embassy in 
Damascus and were informed 
Syrian authorities were aware 
of the threat and “had taken 
actions to protea Jewish resi- 
dents,” the department said in 
an announcement. 

Offidals said the first report 
from the embassy did not ex- 
plain what government was 
doing in behalf of its Jewish 
citizens. 

The Council .for die Rescue 
of Syrian Jews and the Confer- 
ence of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organise-* 
tions said the pamphlets were 
distribut e d by tire Syrian Mus- 
lim Party of Justice. 

State Department offidals 
said 'they were not aware of 
gm*h an organisation. 


There are about 1,000 Jews 
in Syria. Most have requested 
and received exit permits from 
tite government. President Bill 
Clinton and Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher had inter- 
ceded in their behalf with Pres- 
ident Hafez AJ Assad and 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
Sharaa in December and Janu- 
ary. 

According to the Jewish 
organisations, die letter de- 
scribed the Jews as criminals 
and in an apparent reference to 
tile attack by a Jewish extrem- 
ist on a mosque in Hebron 
Feb. 25, called Jews cowards 
who “shoot buDets on the vic- 
tims when they axe praying.” 

Threatening revenge, the 
leaflet ended with the declara- 
tion that “the blood of all Jews 
living in ’Syria will be spilled 
starting on Sunday, the 13th of 
March 1994 ” 

Seymour D. Reich of the 
conferen ce of presidents said 
“we expect that our govern- 
ment, which has been very 
helpful in the past in interced- 
ing for Syrian Jews, will move, 
very swiftly to demand that' 
President Assad of Syria take 
fmmt-rtigti- steps to prevent the 
threatened bloody onslaught.” 


Jordanian suspect in New York attack 
described as hardworking businessman 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 

ZARQA — The family of Bas- 
sam Reyati, one of two Jorda- 
nians arrested after the attack 
on a van full of Hasidic Jews in 
New York, describe him as “a 
diligent kid" who is more in- 
terested in business than poli- 
tics or religion. 

“He is a sweet boy who 
always liked to help people and 
never encouraged violence or 
hatred against anybody,” Mr. 
Reyati’s 55-year-old father. 
Moussa, said Thursday. 

Bassam. Reyati, 27, and 
another Jordanian identified as 
Hlai Mohammad, 32. were 
arrested Wednesday and 
charged with weapons posses- 
sion and hindering prosecution 
in Tuesday’s shooting on the 
Brooklyn Bridge. The attack 
left a Jewish teenager brain- 
dead and wounded three other 
members of the Hasidic sea. 

Rashad Baz. a 28-year-old 
Lebanese who worked for Mr. 
Reyati’s car service, was 
charged with the actual shoot- 
ing and held without, bail. 

Moussa Reyati was on the 
verge of tears, shaking his head 
in disbelief after learning of his 
son’s arrest. 


“I raised this boy. and I 
know he is not militant," the 
father said, looking tired from 
the sunrise-to-sunset fasting 
during the Islamic holy month 
of Ramadan. “He was always 
interested in making some- 
thing of himself in life.r 

Bassam ’s cousion. Sal ah 
Kurdi, concurred. 

“I have been in constant 
touch with Bassam ever since 
he arrived in the United States 
eight years ago,” said Mr. Kur- 
di, 33, a U.S. resident who is 
visiting Jordan. 

"He worked for me for six 
months in 1987, and he was an 
example of a diligent lrid who 
wanted to succeed and make 
money," said Mr. Kurdi. who 
owns a contracting firm in Chi- 
cago. 

Mr. Kurdi said he never con- 
sidered Bassam a devout 
Muslim. _ 

; “He used to pray once in a 
blue moon." Mr. Kurdi said. 
“He’s just the kind of a man 
who is interested in marking 
more money, better business 
and better life. He never dis- 
cussed any politics with me," 
Mr. Kurdi said. 

Bassam 's brother, Moham- 
mad, 26. said Bassam entered 
the United States on a tourist 


visa in 1986 and later changed 
it to a student visa. He said 
Bassam entered an aviation 
school in Texas but could not 
finish his course because of 
financial problems. 

Mr. Kurdi said Bassam “re- 
lied on himself and worked 
hard until be made some 
money and bought a car com- 
pany, the Pioneer Car Service, 
in Brooklyn.” 

Moussa Reyati, a retired 
army officer who runs a gar- 
ment shop in Zarqa, said he 
last heard from his son two 
weeks ago. 

“He called to inform us to 
expect him for next week’s Eid 
A1 Frtr,” the Muslim feast 
marking the end of Ramadan, 
the father said. 

Bassam ’s mother listened at * 
the kitchen door as her hus- 
band spoke to a reporter at 
their hilltop home in a relative- 
ly affluent neigh bonrhood. 

The family was unaware of 
Bassam Reyati’s arrest until an 
Associated Press reporter lo- 
cated them in Zarqa. a mining 
dty 27 kilometres northeast of 
Amman. 

But the details of the Zarqa 
family and the Pioneer Car 
Service Bassam Reyati oper- 
ated in Brooklyn meshed with 


reports from New York. 

Bassam is the eldest of seven 
children of the Reyati family, 
originally from Aqaba on Jor- 
dan's Red Sea coast. 

A cousiri, Badr Reyati, is a 
member of Jordan’s Parlia- 
ment from Aqaba. 

The legislator said he did not 
know anything about Bassam 
Reyati. 

The Reyati family was 
traced by telephoning every 
Reyati listed in the Jordanian 
telephone book, but inquiries 
produced no clues to the back- 
ground of Hlai Mohammad, 
the other Jordanian arrested in 
the Brooklyn shooting. 

A New York police spokes- 
man, John Miller, said Mr. 
Reyati and Mr. Mohammad 
were believed to have helped 
the lone gunman dispose of the 
weapons and car used in the 
attack on the Hasidic Jews. 

In Mr. Reyati’s Brooklyn" 
apartment, detectives found a 
bulletproof vest and a cache of 
weapons, including those used 
in the attack. New York police 
said. 

The car used by the gunman 
was found near a Brooklyn car 
repair shop owned by Mr. 
Mohammad, bis brother Baker 
Mohammad said in New York. 


Visitors throng for view of royal mummies 


CAIRO (AP) — ’ A select 
group of Egypt’s royal mum- 
mies made a tumultuous return 
to public life Tuesday in the 
Egyptian museum's refur- 
bished mummy room. 

Officials hope the crowd- 
pleasing kings and queens, hid- 
den away for 14 years, once 
again will beckon visitors to 
Egypt and ally damage to the 
tourist industry wrought by 
anti-government violence of 
Muslim extremists. 

Tourism, formerly the coun- 
try’s top money earner, is off at 
least 70 per cenr. 

If their debut is any indica- 
tion. the mummies' will be 
powerful tourists incentives. 
Flocks of visitors led by Atef 
Sedki. Egypt's prime minister, 
poured into the room ironically 
designed to mimic the eerie 
silence of a tomb. 

Across the hallway, the 


usually jammed exhibits of 
Pharaoh Tutankhamun’s trea- 
sures were all but deserted. 

The mummies' overwhelm- 
ing reception overwhelmed the 
museum's mummy expen, 
Nasry Iskander, attempting to 
bring sanity to the throngs. 
"I’m worried about the mum- 
mies'’ safety." he said. 

But the pushing and shoving 
did little to dampen the enthu- 
siasm of the tourists. 

"Awesome," was the reac- 
tion of Australia's Bryan 
Barnes, one of the first visitors 
inside the mummy room. He 
and his wife Pat had arrived in 
Egypt only two days earlier 
from Melbourne. 

Eleven royal mummies are 
on display, including the father 
and son team Seti I and 
Ramses II — the first step in 
wh3t could be the whole royal 
mummy parade of oj kings. 


queens, princes, prophets and 
10 mummies of lesser rank. 

Mr. Iskander, who has 
worked with the long-dead 
royalty for decades, ranks the 
mummies with the Sphiny as 
unique Egyptian treasures. 

"The mummies are a 
dream,” Mr. Iskander said. 
“Imagine how wonderful it is 
for history to have famous per- 
sonalities right before you. 
When you look at the mum- 
mies. you get a feeling you 
know the person. It's some- 
thing unbelievable.'' 

Though the Egyptian 
museum has mummies galore, 
it’s the royal collection that 
attracts the masses. First dis- 
played in 1958. the royals rank- 
ed among Egypt's top tourist 

attractions. 

But in 1980 the mummies 
disappeared after President 
Anwar Sadat made an offhand 


remark that exhibiting such im- 
portant historic figures 
offended him. 

Ever since, museum officials 
sought ways to exhibit the 
mummies with dignity while 
allowing public access! 

"For most people the mum- 
mies aren't distasteful or just 
dead bodies." said James Har- 
ris of the University of Michi- 
gan. who has used’ X-rays to 
search for royal mummv sec- 
rets since 1967. 

They're a “distinguished 
population indeed." he said. 

Decked out in individual! v 
designed showcases, wrapped 
in simple tan shrouds, only 
their necks, heads and arms 
accentuated by subtle lighting, 
the royal mummies bear no 
relation to the hideous, fully 
exposed specimens Sadat saw. 
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7*1311. 

Arwalu Orthodox Church Td. 

775 2bl. 

St EphttOa Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Chnnrft Td. 

652520. 

EtiUfUal Laltwnu Cbarrh Td 

(£4328. 

Gtram-ipaUai Etangdfca! Con. 
KKgation Tel. 64M195 
The Church at Jam Christ of Latter- 
Day Sated Td. SC3JC4. 

Church at Td 675691. 

The Eiuplkll Local Church la 

Amman 

Td HI 1293 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tlx Department of 
Meteorology. 


Warm weather conditions will pre- 
vail with winds b ec om ing southwester- 
ly moderate, In Aqaba, winds' *dl be 
northed* moderate and seas Calm 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan VaOcv .... 


temp. 

7 ; 21 

li ' 2t> 

5 23 

II <24 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


man 21 . Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 
Amman 26 per cent. .Aqaba 2ft per 


EMERGENCIES 


iu rujjiii uumuMiuu ityyiJM 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport. 08-53200 


Aqaba: 

Princess Hays Hospital .... (03)3141 1 1 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: - ' 

Dr Vfalhlcs Mazahra S3M25 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim S31039 

Dr. Moharruad Al Isa 752971 

Dr. Sktaiw* Aba Zayw! 737962 

Fwaa pharmacy ft6|9|2 

Ferdowsphiniucv 77S336 

Al Ascma pharnuky 637U55 

Nairoukb rkarcucy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yocpab pharmacy M4W5 

ShmciMr.i pharmacy 637 MO 

Sajib phx-aacy iw7h?2 

UWUfc 

Dr. AhxadQuo I— J 

Al Quds Rureucs 1— j 

ZARQA: 

Dr Yctsef Abo Sa'd ‘JS9CUG 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dcparuncni 661111 

Crvil Defence Immediate 

63034 1 

Civil Defence Etrxrgcncv ]99 

Rescue Police 192.621 111, 637777 

Fuc Brigade $91228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuK* Scanty DepKtnscnr 

Hold Complaints 6GS800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints R97467 

Amman Murubpaiity 

Complaints 7571 II 

Telephone Information 

(dircetwy assistance) 121 

Ov erseas Calls 010230 

Central Ammon Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdoli Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Television 7731 li 

Rodin Jordan 774J11 

Water Authority 6R0100 

Jordan Ekctnot) Authority ... 813615 
Efcctnc Power 

Compw 636381 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medial Centre £13813/32 

KJuiidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akilcb Maternity,). Amn.... 64244)12 

Jabai Amman Maternity 64362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeoani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Miusbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaN 666127/37 . 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muftajrecn 777101/3 

AJ-Basbir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen A&a Hospital 6QC24Q/5Q 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZAJtQAt 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Dm Situ Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hina Modem H o s p it al ...... (09)990990 

DtBQh 

Princes* Basna Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
IboAINafees Hospital (02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This (htbfTiunpfl is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) Mbmation depart- 
ment at tbc Oueca Alia International 
Airport Td. (08ISXS0-S. where it 
should always be verified 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


— — — DUn (RJ) 

Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 


*■-* — J*kwU. Support (RTS 

£5 - - — MpiDefladU) 

.•MS .AqatafRJ) 

***• — Beirut (RJ) 

lfc * - - Colombo (RJ) 

i5dS „ New York. AKSadan (RJ) 

IfcS — Cairn (KJ) 

17sH ... Loudon. Bafa(RJ) 

18:19 — ftankfim. Vienna (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

*4=20 Vienna (OA) 

Sanaa {IY) 

Romc(AZ) 

- Dubai (EM) 

22:19 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

23:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

2M5 Cairn (MS) 

DgPAR TOKR S 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

BemufRJ) 

Aqaba (RJ| 

11:39 .... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

lh35 Paris. Brussel (RJ) 

]!** Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

Ii#5 London (RJ) 

££ ...Cmro{RJ) 

*•* Lamaea (RJ) 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

” — Jeddah (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

21 = 3 * Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

9fclS Beirut (RJ) 

||2 Sanaa (IY) 

™ — Laniaca(CY) 

— Dwaacns. Paris (AP) 

2“ Amsterdam (KL ) 

,fc3# Cairo (MS) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dte-Aan- SflOa.uv. every Monday 

Atr.ltemaseai — 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damson .. — 7:30a.m. every Sunday 
Air.Aaana SJJOpjn. every Sunday 1 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppet/kmcr price #n bis per kg. 

®*nana *an 

BaawfMideanunar) 620 

- 70140 

160/ 100 

140/80 

Cuaunbers (small) 250/200 

^ lanl 2500 / 80 

220/120 

®"* abea ® 1000/ 600 

™ w v; v 180/300 

™ ow I Iai 8cl 140/80 

?S™ , < s,na0 > 300 / 200 

Ptives (green) 700B00 



r^ on i dr ?)- - 350 / 300 

240/180 

"PP^tswco) 400/240 

240/170 

“ adish • — 150/ 100 

■ 210/130 

5®** 140/80 

Stnngbcaas ... HOQ/70Q 




rpA * 51 


"5 
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FRIDAY PRAYERS: His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan perform Friday prayers at A1 Tabba 
Mosque. Friday’s sermon was delivered by 
the Armed Forces mufti. The mufti said the 
fasting month of Ramadan is a symbol of 
the unity of the nation and he called on 
Muslims to observe the teachings of Islam. 
Also attending the prayer were Their Royal 


Highnesses Prince Abdullah Ben A1 Hus- 
sein, Prince Talal Ben Mohammad, the 
King’s military secretary, and Prince Ghazi 
Ben Mohammad, as well as Royal Chart 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the prime 
minister, speakers of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament, the Chief Chamber- 
lain and senior civil and military officials. 


Special interest panel organises 
measures to protest sales tax 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A special com- 
mittee lobbying against the 
proposed sales tax draft law 
has brought together eight 
political parties, various pro- 
fessional unions and 
thousands of citizens in a 
campaign to pressure de- 
puties into rejecting the con- 
troversial legislation. 

The committee has already 
started measures of protest 
against the draft legislation, 
including organising a sit-in 
in front of Parliament when- 
deputies debate the draft law, 

• according to Deputy Khalil 
Haddadin,. ..the. committee... 
spokesman. 

“We are organising a mass . 
protest outside Parliament pn 
the day the draft law is to be 
debated,” Mr. Haddadin told 
the Jordan Times Thursday. 

He said parties invoh ai in 
the campaign have been ac- 
tive in raising public aware- 
ness about the importance of 
the issue and are collecting 
signatures to a petition de- 
manding that the new tax be 
rejected. 

According to the commit- 
tee, the proposed tax law 
does not serve the interest of 
the country or its citizens and 
threatens Jordan’s national 
industries. 

The committee calls for en- 
couraging investment in new 
local industries, which would 
contribute to reducing unem- 
ployment. If the proposed 
draft law is endorsed, said 
Mr. Haddadin, such indus- 
tries would be negatively 
affected. 

He added that the commit- 
tee. like the government. 


would like to see a reduction 
in the budget deficit. But he 
said that could only be 
achieved by minimising gov- 
ernment expenditure and 
maximising income through 
increasing customs on im- 
ported luxury items used by a 
limited sector of society 
which can afford such items. 
“This gives more room for 
local industry to prosper,” 
added the deputy. 

President of the Finance 
Committee at the Lower 
House of Parliament Ali 
Abul Ragheb said Friday that 
many sectors of society have 
“major reservations” about 
the proposed tax. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said that 
the finance committee- has 
held extensive meetmgswith 
different political and popu- v 
lar groups. Chamber of Com- 
merce officials, professional 
unions and the Consumer 
Protection Society to hear 
out their views on the draft 
law, which the House refer- 
red to the committee on Feb. 

16. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the committee will make 
“major modifications” to the 
law before it sends it back to 
the House with its recom- 
mendations. Mr. Abul 
Ragheb said the committee 
will take into consideration 
“the requirements” of the 
government as well as econo- 
mic sector. 

“The committee will come 
up with moderate and accept- 
able (recommendations)” to 
all sectors of society, said Mr. 
Abul Ragheb who expected 
the draft legislation to be sent 
back to the House early this 
week. 


' Mr. Haddadin expressed 
faith in the deputies’ “ability 
to recognise what serves the 
interest of Jordan - and its 
citizens.” 

Many observers believe 
that the House will introduce 
minor amendments to he 
draft law before eventually 
approving it despite the 
strong opposition that Islam- 
ist and leftist deputies are 
expected to raise. 

The draft legislation, which 
is a requirement of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF)-orchestrated social 
and economic reform prog- 
ramme would replace the 
Consumption Tax which De- 
puty Abdul Karim Kabariti 
called “a.swordrin-the^hands 
of the government.” 

The Consumption Tax was 
introduced in 1992, but the 
government argues many 
negative aspects appeared 
when it was implemented. It 
said the new tax would re- 
move those “negative ele- 
ments.” 

Minister of Finance Sami 
Gammoh presented the draft 
law to the House on Feb. 16 
as an “important part of the 
economic reform program- 
me” which, he said, would 
enable the country “to re- 
ceive foreign aid, maintain 
the stability of the dinar and 
build the Kingdom's foreign 
currency reserves.” 

But the government's justi- 
fication did little to ease the 
opposition of Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) and other de- 
puties who said the draft (aw 
would increase the tax bur- 
den and raise the cost of 
living for limited income 
people. 


ILO officials leave for Syria 


IAN (J-T.) — A two- 
jer fact-finding team or. 
International Labour 

nisation (ILO) Friday left 
yria on the next leg of a 
in the Arab region to 

ss Palestinian workers 

litions under Israeli 


Deputy Director tor 


Arab Affairs Shukri Dajani, 
who led the team, met here 
with Labour Minister Khaled 
Ghazawi and other officials to 
discuss the workers’ issues as 
well as ILO-Jordanian rela- 
tions. 

Before leaving for Damas- 
cus, Mr. Dajani announced 
that the ILO plans to offer 


assistance to workers' unions 
as well as workers in the occu- 
pied Arab lands. 

Last December, the ILO de- 
cided to allocate a grant of 
$250,000 to support the work- 
ers’ activities; the ILO director 
has now proposed the alloca- 
tion of $1 million m further aid 
to the occupied Arab lands. 


. i.l 1 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are c emptied from 
monthly bulletins and the -Are* £pre»- 

Readers are advised to verify the listed time 
and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Ghassan Ayasrah at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition by artist Shaker^ Gir^ratiU^ 

“Studies in the JordamM 1 

the Phoenix Art Gallery for Art and Culture. 

fr Plastic art exhibition by several artists at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆Exhibition of Jordanian produce at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* SEE tbe Royrd 

Cultural Centre. 

* ^ p m - excep ‘ 
Cultural Centre. 


£ Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(7:00 p.m. -midnight). 

☆ Art exhibition by Jordanian artists at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (7:00 p.m.-midnight). 

Cr Wood carving exhibition by artist Samer 
Ousama at the French Cultural Centre. 

☆ ‘‘Permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contem- 
porary artists at Darat A1 Fun-un of the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Fciadyiiou in Jabal 
Amman (Tel. 643251/2). 

☆ Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian 
artists at OrfaH Art Gallery (Td. 026932). 


DRAMA 

☆ Drama entitled “A Mid-summer Night’s 
Dream” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

☆ Lecture In Arabic on the Islamic Movement 
by Mr. Ziyad Abu Ghanimeh at the Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundationin Jabal Am- 
man at 8:00 p.m. 


Heavy rains 
expected 
— Abanda 


AMMAN (Petra) — An 
atmospheric depression over 
Jordan and the eastern 
Mediterranean region is ex- 
pected to bring heavy rains and 
a drop in temperature starting 
Sunday, according to Ali 
Abanda, director of the De- 
partment of Meteorology. 

The depression, centred 
over the Black Sea, was mov- 
ing steadily towards the east- 
ern Mediterranean accompa- 
nied by a cold front which will 
cause high winds and rain, said 
Dr. Abanda. 

Rainfall last month reached 
70 per cent of the annual aver- 
age in some regions of the 
Kingdom, said Dr. Abanda, 
adding that a few governors tes 
in the south registered above 
average rates. The rainfall in 
the northern regions as well as 
in Amman, Mafraq and Zarqa 
govemorates was below the 
annual average. Dr. Abanda 
said. He said that thus far this 
winter most of the rain fell in 
the Karak, Tafileh and Ma’an 
govemorates. 

A1 Rabbeh town near Karak 
received the highest cumula- 
tive amount of rainfall with 
321.3 millimetres, accounting 
for 127 per cent of the total 
annual average up to March 1, 
1994. 

The lowest cumulative 
amount, he said, fell in Jafr 
which so far received 82.7 mil- 
limetres this winter. 


Customs 
legislation 
amendments 
to simplify 
procedures 

By Ziad A1 ShiUeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Legislation 
Bureau at the Prime Ministry is 
currently discussing amend- 
ments to the 1983 Provisional 
Customs Law No. 16 which are 
aimed - ai facilitating and am- ^ 
plifying customs procedures in 
line with related laws and the 
latest economic developments 
in Jordan and the region, 
according to Director General 
of the Customs Department 
Mohammad Ai Jarriai. 

In an interview with Al Ra’i 
Arabic daily and the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Jamal said the 
proposed amendments seek to 
distinguish between customs 
and smuggling violations and 
to correct some outdated pro- 
visions. 

Under the amendments, 
fines for violations of customs 
laws will be reduced from 200 
per cent and 300 per cent of the 
customs duties to 25 per cent 
or 100 per cent of the fees. 
Fines for inaccuracies in export 
statements will be reduced 
from 100 per cent and 400 per 
cent to a minimum of 100 per 
cent and a maximum 200 per 
cent of the customs fees. 

On goods used for purposes 
other than those for which they 
were imported, fines will be 
reduced to no less than 25 per 
cent and no more than 100 per 
cent of the customs duties pay- 
able. Fines on sales of goods 
for which duties were not paid, 
pending the settlement of their 
status, or exchaneine or dis- 
posing of them illegally will 
be reduced to a. minimum of 
100 per cent and a maximum of 
200 per cent. 

Delay fines will be increased 
to speed up customs clearance. 

Fines on temporary admis- 
sion will be reduced and fines 
for inaccuracies in the man- 
ifests will be reduced to a 
minimum of 10 per cent and a 
maximum of 100 per cent of 
the duties, down from 100 to 
300 per cent of the value of 
gpods and duties together. 

The fine on imports exempt 
from customs or subject to 
reduced tariffs, which are used 
for purposes other than those 
for which they were imported, 
will be decreased from 100-400 
per cent to 25 per cent of the 
fees. 

Fines on smuggled goods 
will be increased from 300 per 
cent to 600 per cent of the fees. 

Vehicles used to transport 
smuggled goods will be fined 
no more than 50 per cent of the 
value of the smuggled items, 
provided that such fines does 
not exceed the value of the 
vehicle itself. 

The amendments authorise 
the director general of the Cus- 
toms Department or his desig- 
nate to dismiss smuggling cases 
not exceeding JD 250. The 
amendments also delegates 
some of the powers of the 
Minister of Finance to the 
director general of customs 


Visiting Greek minister warns that 
peace talks are vulnerable to collapse 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Greek Foreign 
Minister Karolous Papoulias, 
on a Middle East tour repre- 
senting the European Union 
(HU), warned that Jewish 
and Islamist extremists are on 
the rise and urged support for 
the Israeli government and 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

In a meeting with Jorda- 
nian officials the top Greek 
diplomat, who left Amman to 
Israel at the end of his two- 
day visit here Thursday even- 
ing, warned that the two sides 
are in vulnerable positions 
fol fowing the massacre of 
Palestinian worshippers by a 
Jewish settler in Hebron. He 
said the situation could lead 
to the collapse of the Middle 
Hast peace process. 

“The Minister said that 
there was no escape from 
saving Mr. Arafat political- 
ly,” Foreign Ministry Secret- 


ary General Nayef Hadid 
told the Jordan limes in an 
interview. 

“He also underlined that 
vulnerability of the Labour 
government in Israel and said 
that if we do not cooperate, it 
will weaken and maybe col- 
lapse.” Mr. Hadid said. 

“He said he believed that 
the Hebron massacre was a 
gift from the sides to fun- 
damentalists," Mr. Hadid 
quoted Mr. Papoulias as 
saying. 

According to the senior 
official, Mr. Papoulias had 
said during his meetings here 
Thursday that the EU would 
like to see Middle East peace 
negotiations continue and 
lead to a “state in the occu- 
pied West Bank.” 

The Greek official met 
with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Tal- 
al Al Hassan as well as sever- 
al top politicians including 
Lower House of Parliament 


Speaker Taher Al Masri. 

Mr. Papoulias also told 
officials that the European 
Union of nations would also 
want to see “the disarming of 
Jewish settlers." 

Mr- Hadid, said that Mr. 
Papoulias had told Jordanian 
officials that EU member 
countries “were worried” by 
the Hebron massacre and be- 
lieve that the Middle East 
area is passing through “diffi- 
cult times.” 

Mr. Papoulias, who arrived 
in Amman late Wednesday 
from Turns, told reporters 
that the EU supported PLO 
calls for protection of Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 
ies and disarming of Jewish 
settlers. 

“International presence is 
a basic condition and dis- 
arming the Jewish settlers is 
another condition," the offi- 
cial news agency (Petra) 
quoted the Greek diplomat 
as saying. 

“The minister said that all 


effort has to be extended to 
finding a solution because 1 
. there is no other option." j ' 
Mr. Hadid quoted Mr. ;j. # - 
Papoulias as saying. .1. . 

According to Petra. Mr. • 
Papoulias delivered to King , 
Hussein written messages 
from the EU and Greek 
Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreous. He also carried j 
a verbal message from.} 
Greece’s President Constan- 
tine Kramanlis. 

According to so: -ces. Mr. . J 
Papoulias under? : r d the im- . -] 
port an ce of the ^mocratic 
process in the K gdom and 
expressed conce that eco- .{ 
nomic conditi yr. .jave to im- 
prove in orde :o consolidate - 
democracy. 


“He said h' 
the embargo (..-* 
on the Red i,. 
Aqaba," as a ca 
improving the 
situation in the 
one of the sourr 
Jordan Times. 


;ved that 
be lifted, 
port of. 
idition to 
,-conomic 
Kingdom, ' 
s told the' 


Massacre victim recovering in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Health Abdul Rahim Malhas 
Friday visited Mohammad 
Yosef Abul Halawa, one of the 
Palestinians who were wound- 
ed when Israeli settlers opened 
fire on Palestinian worshippers 
at Ibrahimi Mosque, last Fri- 
day, killing more than 60 per- 
sons and injuring about 300. 
Dr. Malhas said that Mr. Abul 
Halawa was admitted to Al 
Hussein Medical Centre after a 
Cabinet decision to allow all 
those who were injured in the . 
Hebron massacre to be treated 
at Jordanian hospitals at the 
expense of the Ministry of 
Health. Al Hussein Medical 
Centre Director Adel Shreideh 
said Mr. Abul Halawa was in 
•stable condition, although the 
injury to his lower limbs and 
upper left arm were serious. 

Mr. Abul Halawa described 
the massacre at the mosque as 
shocking and blamed the 
slaughter on Israeli soldiers. 
He said' before the massacre he 
noticed, that for the first time 
the number of Isreali soldiers 
at the entrances to the mosque 
were not large. 

“At the inspection point at 
the Mosque, Muslim worship- 



Minister of Health Abdol . Rahim '.Manias . 
(third from right) Friday visits Hebron 


massacre jytim Mohammad Yousef Abi£ 
Halawa <Petra photo)' 


pes were not searched which 
made the numbers increase, 
because when they see Israeli 
soldiers moving around the 


mosque, they head to other 
mosques,” he said. “What hap- 
pened that morning was in- 
credible... I heard a barrage of 


fire.... and I was the first to be/, 
shot... I felt my back bleeding' ! 
then I passed out," Mr. Abul / 
Halawa said. . 


Merchants complain draft tenancy law is unfair :: 

The choice of returning to* *' 
the property after three yeaiS- ' 
of eviction or receiving com- •- 
pensation is tricky and be- 
nefits only the landlords' 
whose new lease rates would .. 
probably be ten times higher' 
than the previous ones, said * 
the merchants in an interview : 
with the Jordan Times. 

The traders said the same * 
article of the draft legislation' - 
gives property owners the - 
green light to demolish build- * 
ings that "our great grand^' 
fathers built and which con-'* 
stitute a very important part 
of our heritage.” 

The House, which-' 
approved 10 articles of the'; 
draft law after heated debates • 
that extended over three ses- 
sions, is expected to endorse ' 
the 20-article draft legislation ■ 
Sunday. - ' - 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Several down- 
town Amman merchants 
have expressed “disappoint- 
ment” with the Lower House 
of Parliament for approving 
Article 9 of the tenancy draft 
law, which they charged was 
‘’unfair” to tenants. 

The article stipulates that 
landlords are allowed to evict 
tenants to expand their 
rented properties only if the 
building is 40 years old and if 
12 years have elapsed since 
the signing of the lease. The 
article entitles tenants to a 
compensation 10 times the 
annual rent if evicted, and 
gives them the right to return 
to the property after the ex- 
pansion is completed. It says 
merchants should also be 
compensated if the expansion 


work is not completed within 
three years. 

The merchants, who 
claimed they represent hun- 
dreds of downtown traders, 
said that the article gives 
landlords the right to evict 
tenants whenever they 
wished since most downtown 
buildings are over 40 years 
old. They added that the 
draft legislation does not 
differentiate between com- 
mercial and residential prop- 
erties, and merchants could 
incur tremendous losses if 
Article 9 is applied. 

“It takes years for mer- 
chants to build a good reputa- 
tion and establish business 
relations, all of which can be 
shattered if property owners 
decide to kick tenants out,” 
one of the merchants told the 
Jordan Times. 


The traders said that all 
their appeals to deputies have 
been neglected although 
copies of a petition signed by 
hundreds of their colleagues 
have been sent to all lawmak- 
ers and members of the Up- 
per House of Parliament. 

The merchants added that 
not only business owners 
could be harmed by this arti- 
cle of the draft law, but other 
citizens as well because it 
would result in unemploy- 
ment for many who work for 
them. 

They said the compensa- 
tion for which tenants are 
entitled would not make up 
for the loss of business clients 
and credibility, pointing to 
key money that they would 
have to pay in ordeT to rent 
new properties in commercial 
areas. 


33 Iranian envoys have, left Jordan, official says 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A total of 33 
Iranian diplomats have slipped 
out of the country quietly in 
compliance with a Jordanian 
request that Tehran reduce its 
diplomatic representation here 
to a number compatible with 
Amman's presence in the Ira- 
nian capital. 

As part of the agreement 
between Amman and Tehran, 
the last of the 33 diplomats left 
at the end of February and the 
previously bustling embassy, 
according to the secretary 
general of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, has been 
reduced to four diplo- 
mats, including the ambassa- 
dor, four administrators, a 
driver and cook. 

Nayef Hadid told the Jordan 
Times that the Kingdom be- 
lieved it was necessary to re- 
quest the reduction because 


the number of Iranian diplo- 
mats in Jordan was not com- 
patible with Amman's two di- 
plomats in Tehran. 

In the first on-the-record 
confirmation of the Jordanian 
request. Mr. Hadid said that 
he first approached the Iranian 
ambassador here about reduc- 
ing his diplomatic staff in 
November last year. 

“Ten days later, Iranian 
guards shot at our embassy in 
Tehran injuring a security 
man,” Mr. Hadid said. The 
shooting incident was not re- 
ported in Jordan. 

Officials, however, had said 
that Jordanian ambassador to 
Iran Yassin Istanbouli was 
attacked at his home in Tehran 
and his assailants searched his 
house and stole some of its 
contents in August of that 
year. 

It was Tehran's refusal to 
apologise officially over the 
mistreatment of the Jordanian 


ambassador that initially made 
the Jordanian government ask 
for the reduction. 

Sources had said that Mr. 
Istanbouli was tied up for 
several hours while his 
assailants searched his house 
and stole some of its con- 
tents. 

Jordanian officials at the 
time expressed their suspicion 
that the assailants; of Mr. Istan- 
booli belonged to one of the 
security wings in Iran and de- 
manded that the Iranian gov- 
ernment investigate the case. 

The government here, 
according to the sources, also 
demanded an “official apolo- 
gy” from Tehran but only re- 
ceived a message that the Ira- 
nian government was “sorry" 
that the attack had taken 
place. 

Privately, officials say that 
the Kingdom was becoming 
concerned over increased acti- 


vities by Iranian diplomats io* 
infiltrate cultural and research . 
centres in the Kingdom and 
distribute leaflets targetting 
Gulf regimes. 

Officials contacted by the 
Jordan Times would not con- 
firm these accusations but one 

source said that the embassy 

had been able to win support 
among private sector business* 
men here and that these in- 
fluential traders contacted the 
Foreign Ministry on behalf of 
the embassy when it first be- 
came known that they were 
being asked to reduce their 
staff. 

Jordan and Iran restored di- 
plomatic relations in 1990 aftfor 
a decade of strained relations 
caused by Amman's support of 
Iraq in the 1980-88 war. Iran 
reopened its embassy in March 
1991 and appointed the fi(st 
ambassador in 13 years in 
October 1993. 
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Pe rking in space 


IT IS 3 : mmon scene nowadays to see cars 
being not only double parked on our streets but 
also triple parked, or simply parked anywhere. 
Some wq shippers on Fridays, for example, 
view theii right and duty to pray as a licence to 
block traf 1c. In retrospect, the fault lies mainly 
with construction of places of worship, be 
they mosques or churches, where no adequate 
parking facilities are provided in the first place. 
People are often forced to park illegally since 
there are no spaces available for legal parking. 
What exacerbates the problem is either the 
absence of traffic police on busy days of prayers 
to control the severe parking situation, or the 
policemen's reluctance, to act against violators, 
which can be understood but not condoned. It 
would seem that the Traffic Department could 
do a lot more in areas where there are no 
built-in facilities for public parking. 

At least double and triple parking could be 
prevented in areas where they occur with 
impunity. 

That impeded traffic could wreak havoc in 
emergency cases is well-known to all sides. 
Imagine if fire breaks out in a giant mosque or 
church and Civil Defence teams find no easy 
access to the fire-stricken building. In such a 
worse-case-scenario, what might start out to be 
a controllable crisis could develop in a matter of 
seconds into a catastrophe engulfing a whole 
block of buildings and streets. Casualties could 
ran into the hundreds, and panic could strike 
the capital like it did when the Safeway fire 
broke out. 

One effective way to deal with this problem is 
to develop and enforce appropriate building 
codes according to which public places cannot 
be constructed without being supplied first with 
suitable parking facilities. Issuing licences for 
the construction of mosques and churches, not 
to mention other high-rise buildings, should be 
made contingent on the construction of base- 
ment parking areas big enough to cope with the 
potential parking problem. There is in fact 
legislation to this effect in the books, but it is 
not always enforced, and when it is, the end 
result is some ugly structures where cars are 
parked in ground-level floors rather than hid- 
den underground. What is worse, in many 
cases, is that space allocated for parking in 
shopping centres being built around town is 
usually occupied by employees working at the 
centre itself. The public, or potential customers 
of banks and shops located in that centre, 
cannot use the parking space. They end up 
cruising the streets for long periods of time in 
search of a place in which they can leave their 
automobiles while attending their chores. 

The intensifying problem of parking in the 
capital calls for a new approach encompassing 
zoning codes. licensing procedures and more 
effective traffic rules. Till that approach is 
formulated and adopted, driving and parking 
in Amman would continue to be a nightmare 
for most. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'l daily said that the terrorist who killed the 63 
worshipers at the At Ihrjhimi Mosque was encouraged to so 
hy world community's passive attitude towards the atrocities 
commuted against the Iraqi, the Somali and the Bosnian 
civilians. The paper said that with the killing of the Palesri- 
flOns. the starvation of the Iraqis and the continued atrocities 
against the Muslims in Bosnia, the United States and its 
Strategic ally, the Jewish stale, are trying to peddle a sort of 
peace that can only serve their own interests and not world 
peace "iid security. By refusing to send peacekeeping troops to 
Palestine, the United Nations and the world community at 
large are opening the door for more massacres at the hand of 
the Israeli soldiers and settlers and. encouraging the Israeli 
leaders •*> remain adamant in their position at the peace 
negotiations, said the paper. The killing of the Palestinian 
worshippers and the continued atrocities against the Palesti- 
nian people are not the making of individual terrorists but 
rather a well orchestrated plot :r* anivhilare the people of 
Palestine to ensure the perpetuation cl Israeli occupation, 
added the daily. It said that the stationing of U N. observers in 
the occupied territories can hy no means provide protection to 
the defenceless Palestinian people. 


THERE IS no doubt that Washington's invitation to the PLO 
md the Israeli government to resume taibs m the United 
Stales was *n of an American way of containing the Arab 
Masses' anger a 'he barbaric crime committed by the Zionists 
it A! Ibrahimi Mosq— in Hebron, said Sawt Al Shaab daily. 


By Dr. Mousa Keibmi 


Jordanian Perspective 


Will Rabin take the bull by its horn and remove settlements? 


THE FEB. 25 massacre of Palestinians by a Jewish settler or 
settlers in a mosque in the occupied West Bank has served as 
more than a simple reminder to the political leaders of Israel 
that there cannot be any lasting solution to the Arab-Israeii 
conflict as long as Jewish settlements remain in the occupied 
territories. The killings underlined the fact that the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip will remain under perpetual tension and a 
{useless timebomb ready to explode if settlers, armed to the 
teeth, are free to roam around and enforce their kind of law. 

The presence of never-say-die extremist, radical, hardline 
settlers (or “ultranationalists” as some call them although 
Israeli “nationalism" has little to do with their choice to 
remain in subsidised housing units in the occupied lands) is not 
new. It has been a feature of the Palestinian land since 1967. 
They were very much there when the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and Israel signed their groundbreaking 
autonomy accord on Sept. 13, 1993. 

But the Hebron massacre underlined the ill-founded hopes 
that Palestinian autonomy could take hold under the present 
conditions and prove to be a success, paving the way for 
mutual Palestinian-Israeli confidence and setting the ground 
for "final status" negotiations to address the root causes of the 
conflict. 

Beyond that, and more importantly, the Hebron slaughter 
has cut deep into Palestinian and Arab support for the process 
that was launched with the signing of the September accord 
and rendered the PLO unable to proceed in its autonomy 
negotiations with Israel. 

By extension, the other Arab parties in the peace process 
cannot and will not move either as they indicated last week 
when they walked out of the Washington bilaterals. And 
hence the conclusion that no matter how anyone look at it. the 
peace process is indeed deadlocked. Any further move 
forward depends on a mutually acceptable arrangement 
vis-a-vis the settlers and settlements and iron-clad guarantees 
that the Palestinians in the occupied territories will not be 
exposed to Israeli terrorism, state-sponsored or otherwise. 

That is the Arab and Palestinian side of the affair. Equally 
significant is the fact that the Hebron carnage has ironically 
offered Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Petes exactly the right card they were looking 
for in their search for a justifiable ground to press the case 
against the settlers. 

Indeed, such a conclusion is based on an assumption that 
Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres are sincere and honest in their 


efforts to find an equitable, comprehensive, durable and just 
settlement to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. But in the 
absence of alternatives, the mainstream Arab thinking has no 
choice but to go along with the theory that public statements 
by Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres are politically laced, and that 
within themselves they are really interested in a just solution 
to the Palestinian problem. 

No doubt, any Israeli politician, from any side of the 
political spectrum regardless of inclinations for a just peace, 
should know that the settlements always posed a major hurdle 
jn any move towards settling the Palestinian problem. But the 
issue for those who wanted a just peace had always been how 
to go about addressing it without undermining their political 
fortunes. 


m ^ch b TSiroach .nil serve several distinct purposes: 

— Removing one of ti* mjjor ^es 'ha. H- P-’gueti 


my 'effort for a jus. and. lastingjpeat* 


But the Hebron massacre underlined 
the ill-founded hopes that Palestinian 
autonomy could take hold under the 
present conditions and prove to be a 
success, paving the way for mutual 
Palestinian-Israeli confidence and set- 
ting the ground for “final status” nego- 
tiations to address the root causes of the 
conflict. 


Now Mr. Rabin and company have a strong card to press 
against Likudniks and other rightwingers for a crackdown on 
the settlers. What remains unclear is how they are going to 
handle the card. 

For all purposes of public consumption. Mr. Rabin and 
likeminded Israeli leaders have ruled out any dismantling of 
the settlements or including the issue of settlements in the 
autonomy negotiations. 

But, armed with the knowledge that any just peace now 
depends on the shape and nature of settlements in die 
occupied lands, they have a golden chance to really take the 
bull by its horns and prove it not only to the Arabs and 
Palestinians but also to the international community that they 


— Shoring up the waning support for the peace process 
among theWestinians, whether in the occup.cd tem.or.es or 

°°— Settling the dilemma of the PLO leadership, which wants 
to press ahead with the peace process but is unable to do so 
because of Palestinian opposition getting increased momen- 
tum in the hardline campaign against the autonomy agree- 

m ^ t $olvLg the problem of the other Arab which, 

despite their commitment to a negotiated peace with Israel, 

are unable to move. , . . 

The Jordanian-initiated suspension of the latest round of 
bilateral talks is not a tactical move. The Kingdom feels as 
much pain and anguish over the Hebron massacre as anyone 
else, and any argument that its suspension of the talks with 
Israel came as an expression of solidarity with the PLO stand 
will only be half-truth. Of particular mention here is the fact 
t h at Jordan has been on the forefront of the Arabs for decades 
to repeatedly warn that Israeli settlements in the occupied 
territories pose a major problem in any effort for Arab-Israeli 
peace. The Kingdom’s stand, in the days immediately prior to 
the startling disclosure of the secret Israel- PLO accord worked 
out in Oslo, was that the issue of settlements should be 
immediately negotiated as part of any substantial Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

We hope Mr. Rabin and his Labour-led government, which 
has always been bogged down over its preoccupations with 
Israeli public opinion, would move swiftly to contain the threat 
that the Jewish settlers and their settlements pose to the peace 



process. 

For once, a majority among the Israelis, as opinion polls 
indicate, feel that settlers are indeed a major hurdle towards 
achieving the tranquility and peace they all aspire for, and this 
gives relative freedom to the government to implement 
measures to contain the extremists. Any delay in adopting 
concrete action, much beyond the token disarming of some 
100 or settlers which does not serve any real purpose, would 
only undermine Israeli public opinion and make it harder for 
any concerted measure to eliminate the first and foremost 
problem in moving towards a solution based on “land for 
peace.” 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Mideast peace impossible i 
settlements are not removed 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


REACTIONS to the mas- 
sacre of more than 60 wor- 
shippers at Al Ibrahimi Mos- 
que in Hebron dominated 
most of the editorials and 
commentaries in the past 
week. But a host of domestic 
issues were also discussed by 
the local media. 

Tareq Masarweh. a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i, reviewed 
the numerous massacres and 
the atrocities committed by 
the Israelis since 1948. noting 
in particular the Deir Yassin 
massacre in which whole 
families were slain. The wri- 
ter said that the series of 
massacres were committed by 
Zionist groups under the 
nose of the United Nations 
and in defiance of world com- 
munity. Nothing, he said, 
was done to put an end to 
them. He said that as the 
leaders of Israel are now ped- 
dling their own version of 
peace, they did not abandon 
(heir old plots to end the 
presence of Arabs and Mus- 
lims in the Palestinian lands. 

The Palestinians can reply 
to the massacre by stepping 
up the intifada on the one 
hand and stopping their 
negotiations with the Israelis 
on the other, said Taher 
Adwan. a columnist in Al 
Dustour. The writer said that 
if there should be any nego- 
tiations. they must not focus 
on merely providing protec- 
tion to the Palestinians or the. 
withdrawal of Israelis from 
Jericho and Gaza. Rather 
they should aim at a lasting 
settlement ensuring rhe full 
withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from ail the occupied Arab 
territories. 

His views were echoed by 
Al Dustour columnist Saleh 
Al Qallab who said that the 
PLO should put an end to its 
negotiations with the Israelis 
and withdraw its recognition 
of U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 33S. The 
writer said that the Palesti- 
nians should unite their ranks 
and escalate their struggle for 
a complete withdrawal and a 
lasting peace. He further 
urged the Arab regimes to 
suspend their negotiations 
with the Israelis and be ready 
for a long war with the com- 
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Palestinians to co-exist with 
the Jewish settlements during 
or after rhe end of the auton- 
omy rule in Palestine. 

The writer said that the 
Hebron massacre leaves no 
question about the expected 
confrontations between the 
Palestinians and the Jews in 
Palestine. 


Fahd Al Fanek expressed 
the view that the Israeli 
armed forces were pan of the 
plot in Al Ibrahimi Mosque 
since the crime bears the 
mark of the earlier massacres 
carried out by the terrorists 
led by Menachem Begin and 
others since 1948. The writer 
said that the shell that ex- 
ploded in the middle of 
Sarajevo moved the NATO 
alliance to take action and 
protect he Bosnians, but the 
massacre in Hebron went un- 
heeded by these world com- 
munity. He urged the Arabs 
and Muslims of the world to 
reply to the massacre and end 
the presence of the Jewish 
settlers in Arab lands. 


mon enemy. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra‘i daily daily, 
said that the Oslo deal should 
be amended to ailow for an 
immediate discussion of Jew- 
ish settlers between the PLO 
and Israel. He said postpon- 
ing the discussion of settle- 
ments until the end of the 
five-year autonomy rule is a 
mistake and the PLO should 
demand a final solution in 
I his matter immediately. 

Backing these views. Sul- 
tan Al Hartab said in Al Ra'i 
that their i* r.o chance for the 


Calling for an end to the 
Israeli occupation of all Arab 
lands. Ibrahimi Al Absi said 
in Al Ra’i that only by termi- 
nating the occupation of 
Palestinian land can peace 
prevail and no more blood be 
shed. As long as there are 
Jewish settlers living amidst 
the Arabs, the door will be 
open for the Jews to kill more 
Arabs in cold blood since 
there is no one to stop them 
from committing such crimes, 
said the writer. 

Ahmad Dabbas, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab, said 
that the Arabs and Muslims 
did nothing vis-a-vis the mas- 
sacre in Hebron except for 
voicing condemnations and 
crying over their dead. The 
writer said deploring the mas- 


sacre and demonstrating in 
support of the Palestinians 
are not the right tools for 
backing the oppressed peo- 
ple. He called for practical 
steps at the government and 
the popular levels to help 
provide protection to the 
Palestinian people and to en- 
hance their steadfastness. 

Salameh Ekour, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab, said 
that the PLO leadership has 
failed in its quest to end the 
occupation and so it has 
opened the door for the 
Israelis to pursue their atroci- 
ties and commit massacres. 
He said that the PLO should 
refer the efforts to end the 
occupation to Egypt and Jor- 
dan which he claimed, are 
better qualified to regain the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Israel continues to commit 
crimes against the Arabs in 
Palestine in the name of or 
under the cover of working 
for peace with the Arab 
suites, said Mun’es Razzaz, a 
columnist in Ai Dustour. He 
said that the massacre com- 
mitted in Hebron was the 
latest link in a long series of 
crimes which prove beyond 
doubt that peace with Israel 
is animaginary thing that can 
never materialise. 


A columnist in AI Dustour 
called on the concerned au- 
thorities in Jordan to take 
steps towards implementing a 
national strategy on combat- 
ing drug addiction in the 
Kingdom. Mohammad 
Daond said that despite 
police efforts and the mea- 
sures to combat drug addic- 
tion and trafficking the num- 
ber of dealers and addicts 
have been growing lately, 
especially among the youth. 
The writer said that the 


police are not enough to 
handle this grave issue and 
other concerned authorities, 
especially the Ministry of 
Education, are called on to 
give a hand to stem drug 
abuse from the country. 

Unlike a practice in other 
capitals, garbage collectors in 
Amman embark on their 
work in the morning and like- 
wise do the workers who are 
involved in digging roads to 
lay cables or to asphalt the 
streets, said Nazih Qousus in 
Sawt Al Shaab. The writer 
said that these activities are 
done in many other capitals 
during the night so that they 
would not impede traffic or 
obstruct other activities that 
require attention during the 
day. The writer said that the 
Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity. which wants to avoid 
fuither traffic congestions in 
Amman, should give the idea 
of garbage collection at night 
some thought. 

Fahd Al Fanek warned the 
public that failure to impose 
the sales tax would bring ab- 
out serious consequences to 
the country’s economy. He 
said th«.r » implementation 
of the sak tax draft law 
would mean 'hat Jordan 
would not be all. ,.ed to res- 
chedule its external debts or 
get new loans needed for 
socio-economic develop- 
ment. He said that the sales 
tax. which was agreed on 
with the International 
Monetary Fund, is part of an 
overall economic restructur- 
ing programme benefitting 
the economy and the Jorda- 
nian people in the long run. 
The writer said that the war 
waged by some people 
against the sales lax law is in 
fact directed against the 
country's economic and poli- 
tical future. 


Critics give ‘Slick 

Willie’ a new label - 
he’s Reaganesque’ 


THEY STILL call him "Slick 
Willie," and seldom miss an 
opportunity to criticise his 
policies or attack his personal 
character. Yet to their own 
surprise and frustration, 
some of Bill Ointon’s Repub- 
lican critics are applying 
another label to the President 
these days: 

They - say he is 
"Reaganesque.” . 

What they mean is not that 
Mr. Clinton has adopted for- 
mer President Reagan’s con- 
servative ideology but that he 
has the “Great Communica- 
tor’s" seeming ability to defy 
political gravity. 

Despite a drumbeat of con- 
troversy over his private con- 
duct. the president has risen 
markedly in the public opin- 
ion polls. And. despite out- 
spoken congressional opposi- 
tion from Democrats as well 
as Republicans to key prop- 
osals such as health care re- 
form. Mr. Clinton's foes no 
longer discount his capacity 
for an effective counterat- 
tack. 

"A lesser politician." said 
Republican pollster Richard 
B. Wirthlin. would have 
"crashed and burned a long 
time ago.” Mr. Wirthlin. a 
close adviser to Mr. Reagan 
while he was president, says 
that while he disagrees with 
Mr. Clinton on most major 
issues, he is "a superb politi- 
cian.” 

Mr. Clinton's standing in 
the polls can be attributed 
panlv to a rebounding eco- 
nomy. Also, many Amer- 
icans who viewed him as a 
loser after bis early setbacks 
in Congress have begun to 
change their minds following 
his successful uphill fights for 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement and the 
Brady gun-control law. 

However, some Republi- 
cans. as well as Mr. Clintons 
own aides, attribute a large 
part of his political resilience 
to his persona! style and 
skills. The former Arkansas 
governor has projected him- 
self as an activist president 
who tackles major problems 
no matter how controversial. 
He has also been quick to 
exploit issues that start to 
zoom high on the public's 
agenda — whether they are 
traditionally associated with 
Democrats or with Republi- 
cans. 

On crime, for example. 
Mr. Clinton has irriiared 
some liberals and stirred in- 
dignation among conserva- 
tives by championing the 
“three strikes-and-you’re- 
out proposal for convicted 
felons and other hardline me- 
asures that were once the 
almost -exclusive property of 
the Grand Old Party (GOP). 

He also maintains an opti- 
mistic. upbeat anitude in 
public, even in the face of 
setb. *:ks. mistakes and nega- 


tive news stories. Americans 
tend to find that a likable 
quality in a president, politic- 
al strategists agree. 

Most recent polls show Mr. 
Clinton with relatively strong 
approval ratings, somewhere 
above 50 per cent, although 
much of his support is soft. 

Next fall's congressional 
elections will inevitably be 
read as a referendum on his 
performance. And he faces 
all this with at least two ques- 
tion marks hanging over his 
head: 

Character: The recurrent 
stories of Mr. Clinton's extra- 
marital sexual exploits do not 
fit easily with traditional 
ideals of what a president 
should be. Moreover. Mr. 
Clinton's apparent impulse to 
try to talk his way out of 
difficult situations, to equivo- 
cate and be less titan fully 
candid when he feels press- 
ured. could yet erode public 
confidence in his trustworthi- 


ness. 

Whitewater: Th^ Arkansas 
real estate deal involving the 
first family remains a serious 
distraction and could become 
very damaging if the special 
counsel investigating the mat- 
ter turns up legal or ethical 
violations. 

So far, a majority of voters 
apparently have not con- 
strued these issues as indica- 
tive of Mr. Clinton's fun- 
damental character. Con- 
cerned about the economy 
and their own futures — and 
predisposed to chink well of 
their president — they have 
taken him as he presents him- 
self — as an imperfect but 
well-meaning leader who is 
determined to confront long- 
festering national problems. 

For his pan. the president, 
in an interview broadcast Fri- 
day night on PBS' "Washing- 
ton Week in Review." sad 
'there is not one single shred 
of evidence that anybody 
here has tried to abuse the 
authority of the presidency, 
tried to use it for personal 
gain — not me not anv of mv 
top aides. 

"There have been no scan- 
dals in this administration. 
And I was governor for 12 
years — not a hint of 
scandal..." 

^ e P- Patricia Schroeder. 

. . 1°.* w ^° is credited with 
coining the phrase “Teflon 
president" to describe Mr. 
Reagan because negative 
news seldom stuck to him, 
describes the Clinton and his 
top White House aides as 
“Energiser rabbits." referring 
the popular TV commercial 
character advertising bat- 
teries. 

‘They just pound, pound, 
pound, and keep right on 
going." she said. “You can 
jay a Jot about this president, 
but you can't say he's lazy.” 


Los Angeles Times 
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Features 

jU.S., Arab scholars 
collaborate on new 

Arabic-language 

encyclopedia 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 1994 


By Joanne L. Nix 

USIA Stuff Correspondent 

WASHINGTON — Despite 
the historical and religious 
significance of Islam in the 
world. Arabic is the only 
major language without a 
comprehensive encyclopedia. 

That deficiency will not last 
much longer, however, as 
Arab and American scholar 
are hard at wort: on producing the 
first Arabic International En- 
cyclopedia. The 30-volume 
set. due to be completed in 
September, is based on the 
International World Book 
Encyclopedia. It will cover a 
variety of subjects but with a 
Special focus on Islamic 
affairs. 

According to Abdul Aziz 
A1 Sweel. assistant cultural 
attache of the Saudi Embassy 
in Washington, more than 
3.000 scholars, reviewers and 
consultants from all over the 
Arab and Muslim World con- 
tributed to rhe project, which 
was sponsored and funded by 
Prince Sultan Bin Abdul 
Aziz. Saudi Arabia's Minister 
of Defence and Aviation. 

Dr. A! Sweet said the pro- 
ject began in 1990 with a 
feasibility study conducted by 
A1 Shuwaikhar Translation 
and Educational Consultants 
(STEC). a privately owned 
Saudi Arabian company. 
“After nearly three years of 
r esear ch.' 1 Dr. A1 Sweel said, 
“STEC concluded that be- 
cause Arabic is widely used 
throughout the world, an 
Arab-language encyclopedia 
could become a vital part of 
Arab and Muslim culture." 

After examining several 
English-language encyc- 
lopedias, a STEC team of 
experts determined that the 
1992 international edition of 
JVorld Book Encyclopedia 
was best suited to translation 
into Arabic. The American- - 
published World Book En- 
cyclopedia. which has a rec- 
ognised appeal to both adults 
and children, is .compiled 
annually by more than a 
thousand scholars. 

Dr. A1 Sweel said that 
since the encyclopedia is in- 
tended for use by Arabic- 
speaking people throughout 
the world, the translators 
have standardised terms and 
eliminated idioms. “The en- 
tire work (is in) classical Ara- 
bic, and articles and illustra- 
tions were added which per- 
tain to Arab and Muslim 
readers," said Dr. A1 Sweel. 
Additional space was allo- 
cated for more biographies of 
Muslim leaders as well as die 
geography, history, politics, 
sociology and literature of 
Arab and Muslim countries. 


George Ferguson, a World 
book representative who 
worked directly with Arab 
scholars on the encyclopedia 
project, said the Arabic In- 
ternational Encyclopedia will 
be updated periodically to 
incorporate new develop- 
ments in the Muslim World. 
He pointed out that since it’s 
firet volume in 1917. the En- 
glish-language World Book 
has been reviewed, updated 
and printed annually. 

Mr. Ferguson said that 
during the preparation of the 
Arabic International Encyc- 
lopedia. a number of scholars 
reviewed the World Book 
material and edited or re- 
moved items that had no rele- 
vance to the Arabic-language 
audience. “The issues we 
faced — editorial content, 
copyrights, distribution and 
finance — were no different 
than any other project.” he 
said. 

The completed volumes 
will contain 13.000 pages with 
25.000 colour illustrations of 
highly academic information 
— features that, according to 
Mr. Ferguson, make the pro- 
duct “revolutionary." 

The international edition 
of World Book was first pub- 
lished in 1992 for marketing 
in countries such as Mexico. 
Egypt, India. South Africa, 
the United Kingdom, Ire- 
land. Australia. New Zea- 
land. Malaysia. Indonesia, 
the Philippines. Singapore. 
Hong Kong and Japan — 
i.e.. countries outside North 
America where English is the 
primary or a major secondary 
language. 

The 22-volume. 12,000 
page international edition is 
revised and reedited annually 
to retain a world view in text 
and illustrations. For the 
1993 edition, more than 40 
new articles and 2,000 par- 
tially revised entries were in- 
troduced relating chiefly to 
the people, history and local 
j, 'interests of the: main read- 
’• ership countries. The works 
contain more than 2:7.000’ 
illustrations and 1.900 maps. 

A major part of the revi- 
sion programme covers the 
12 new countries which arose 
following the disintegration 
of the Soviet Union. And the 
continuing turmoil in former 
Yugoslavia led to much revi- 
sion and new articles on Bos- 
nia and Herzegovina. 
Croatia. Serbia and Slovenia. 

The Arabic International 
Encyclopedia will be distri- 
buted throughout the Middle 
East and in countries with 
large numbers of Muslims, 
such as Indonesia, and in 
Africa. 


Bj Rami G. Kboari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

IF YOU drive by Tell Nimrin 
in South Shonncb village in 
the Jordan Valley, which yon 
have probably done many 
times, yon are unlikely to 
recognise it as anything more 
than another large mound of 
dirt similar to thousands of 
others like it throughout the 
country. Archaeological ex- 
cavations at the site by a joint 
Jordanian-American team 
have revealed, however, that 
this is no ordinary mound. 

For hidden beneath the un- 
exciting exterior of Ten Nim- 
rin is an extraordinary layer- 
cake of successive village and 
town civilisations that have 
flourished in the Jordan Val- 
ley for nearly four thousand 
yean. The available evidence 
now confirms that, except for 
a period of several hundred 
years when the site appears 
to have been abandoned in 
the Late Bronze Age (around 
1500-1200 BC), TeQ Nimrin 
seems to have been con- 
tinuously inhabited for the 
past four millennia, from the 
Middle Bronze Age until to- 
day. 

Judging from the ancient 
remains that have been exca- 
vated, including architectural 
walls, tools, pottery and 
thousands of seeds and other 
agricultural remains, die na- 
ture of the settlement at TeQ 
Nimrin does not seem to have 
changed very much over this 
long span of time. It is pre- 
dominantly an agricultural 
settlement today, and has 
been since the first time peo- 
ple bmh houses and lived 
there on a permanent basis at 
the start of the Middle 
Bronze Age (around 1900 
BQ. 

The site of Tell Nimrin has 
been excavated since 1989 by 
a team headed jointly by 
David McCreery of Wil- 
lamette University (Oregon, 
USA), James Flanagan of 
Case Western Reserve Uni- 
versity (Ohio, USA) and 
lOiatr Yassine of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. The ex- 
cavation have been spon- 
sored and funded by the co- 
directors’ home institutions, 
with additional funding from 
the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, the HJ1 
O’Neill Charitable Trust 
(Cleveland), the S.H. and 
Helen Schener Family 
, Foundation (New York),, the ■ 
Catholic Biblical Association 
(Washington), the Atkinson 
Foundation (Willamette) and 
die Kyle-Kelso Foundation 
(Pittsburgh). 

The north-western comer 
of the ate was quickly exca- 
vated in the early 1980s by a 
team headed by Father 
Michele Pkarillo of the Fran- 
ciscan Archaeological Mis- 
sion to Jordan, after bulldoz- 
er cuts for die new road 
revealed a building with 
mosaics. Those excavations 
uncovered a 6th century AD 
Byzantine church that re- 
mained in use for some two 
centuries, well into the early 


w 


The north of a 
10th century 
B.C. stone wall 
which rests on a 
16th century 
B.C. (Middle 
Bronze Age) 
mudbrick wall 
(photo by Rami 
Khouri) 














Excavations reveal 4,000 years of settled 
community activity at Tell Nimrin 


Islamic Umayyad era. The 
church was built by the in- 
habitants of the town known 
as Bedmamaris, which was 
‘mentioned in the writings of 
4th Century AD Byzantine 
writers. 

The third season of excava- 
tions in 1993 confirmed die 
long occupational history of 
the site, which is one of the 
main interests of the 
archaeologists. 

“With such a Jong span of 
almost continuous human 
occupation of die same site,” 
Dr. McCreery told the Jor- 
dan Times in a recent inter- 
view at Tell Nimrin, “we 
have a good oppo rtu n i ty to 
document how people stud 
cultures changed — or 
perhaps did not change so 
much — over time. This is a 
very valuable opportunity to 
examine the physical re- 
mains, architectural struc- 
tures and cultural practices of 
successive civilisations living 
on the same spot, and prob- 
ably doing die same things in 
economic terms, over a 
period of 4000 yean. 

Dr. Yassine adds that 
changing land use patterns 
over time are also a valuable* 
source of information for 
archaeologists, historians and 
modern development plan- 
ners alike. 


“If we compare how diffe- 
rent cultures used the same 
land over such a long span of 
time, we might get useful 
information about optimum 
land use today and in the 
future, especially in terms of 
agricultural production,” he 
says. 

Ironically, the road con- 
struction that diced through 
the very northern edge of the 
site also revealed its import- 
ance. At the point of the 
bulldozer cuts, the 
archaeologists have been able 
to reveal over 12 metres of 
ancient occupational re- 
mains, including standing 
walls and intact floors. 

■ “^ Because the site is almost 
the same altitude as the near- 
by famous archaeological 
mound at Jericho, the ex- 
cavators expected to find 
Neolithic/Chalcolithic re- 
mains (8500-3300 BC), but 
none have been identified to 
date at Tell Nimrin. The ear- 
liest evidence of human activ- 
ity are a few scattered pottery 
sherds from the Early Bronze 
Age IV period (around 
23000-2000 BC). These were 
found on the surface of allu- 
vial gravels that are typical of 
the alluvial fans in the Jordan 
Valley, at points where side 
wadis spill onto the valley 
floor. These earliest sherds 


may have been from pottery 
used by people who passed 
through the area or stopped 
there, perhaps to use an 
ancient spring or to draw 
water from the Wadi Shueib 
which runs right past the site. 

The earliest evidence for 
settled life at Tell Nimrin is a 
series of stone and mudbrick 
walls from the Middle Bronze 
period (1900 BC), associated 
with tab tins (coolring ovens), 
seeds and other botanical re- 
mains. Around 1600-1500 
BC, the people living at the 
site boilt some massive walls 
that comprised 10 courses of 
stones on winch were stacked 
another 19 courses of mud- 
bricks. -One wall that was 
excavated at the end of the 
1993 season was exposed to 
16 stone courses deep, and 
the bottom of the wall had 
not been reached. Some of 
these walls are three metres 
thick and over four metres 
high — impressive by any 
historical standards — but 
their function is not yet dear. 

They do not appear to have 
been city fortifications be- 
cause they do not encircle the 
tell, but cut into it; the most 
likely theory is that they were 
part of a large civic structure 
located at the edge of the site 
— perhaps a religious tem- 
ple, a palace-like residence or 


a storage facility for grain 
(though the last possibility 
seems less likely in view of 
the sparse botanical evidence 
associated with this struc- 
ture). 

The historical gap in 
occupation at Tell Nimrin 
occurs just after this period, 
when the site seems to have 
been abandoned throughout 
the Late Bronze Age and 
Early Iron Age (1500-1100 
BC) — for reasons that are 
not yet known, but could 
relate to regional insecurity, 
environmental changes or 
economic stress. 

The next period of occupa- 
tion is tn the early Iron Age, 
in the 10th Century BC, 
when villagers buOt stone and 
mudbrick bouses and en- 
gaged in extensive agricultu- 
ral work. One room dating 
from the late 10th Century 
BC (950-925 BC) was dearly 
used to store agricultural pro- 
duce, as evidenced by rich 
botanical remains such as 
barley, wheat, lentils, duck- 
peas and other produce. 
Stone walls uncovered at the 
northern edge of the rite may 
have been part of the case- 
mate defensive system of the 
village, which appears to 
have been destroyed at the 
end of the Iron I period (one 
theory suggests this destruc- 


tion was at the hands of ai| j 
invading Egyptian Fharoah 
perhaps around 918 BC 

There is evidence for cm. 
tin lions occupation of the ^ 
throughout the Iron i 

from around 1000 BC t c ■*..? 1 
start of the Persian { 

BC. Many walls and asboc:- 
ated surfaces, tabuns, storage 
pits and other remains indi- 
cate that a succession of agri- 
cultural cultures lived in 
permanent villages at Tell 
Nimrin; in some periods 
(such as the 8th Century), the L 
rite may only have supj^£g V 
squatter occupation or' an 
open-type tent settlement 
with little stone architecture. 
This is a typical pattern of 
occupation for die Iron Ago 
throughout the valley, and is 
documented at other major 
sites such as Tell Deir Alla 
and Tell Mazar. 

The settlement seems to 
have been destroyed or aban- 
doned at the end of the 7th 
century BC, but was inha- 
bited again throughout the 
entire Persian Period (550- 
332 BC). Architectural re- 
mains have been uncovered 
from the 6th and 5th centur- 
ies, and several ostraca (in- 
scribed pottery sherds) with 
Aramaic script may indicate 
the presence of a building 
that was used as an adminis- 
trative or commercial centre. 
Many storage jars in the Per- 
sian period, like all other 
periods at the rite, suggest 
that Tell Nimrm’s agricultu- 
ral importance may have 
been complemented by its 
strategic value as a military 
settlement. 

Evidence for occupation 
during the Hellenistic period 
comprises only a few pottery 
sherds, with no architecture 
from that time yet unco- 
vered. Almost the same 
situation pertains for the Ro- 
man period, which revealed 
well preserved strata and 
some remains of architecture, 
though most of the 
architecture from the Roman 
era has been destroyed by 
modem bulldozing activity. 

The Byzantine town is well 
attested by the church and 
other wall fragments that rit 
right on top of the Persian 
layers. There are also many 
pits, coins, silos and other 
elements daring from the 
Byzantine town. Byzantine 
coins found at Tell Nimrin 
were struck during the reigns 
of the emperors Valens, 
Valenrimanus I, Leo, Zeno, 
Basdhscus .and Anastasias, 
from the mid-4th to die early 
6th centuries AD. 

On the western edge of the 
tell the excavators identified 
Umayyad structures such as 
water channels, terracing, 
walls and some sherds, dear- 
ly, at Tell Nimrin as in the 
rest of Jordan, there was 
continuity of settlement from 
the Byzantine to the 
Umayyad periods. Later Isla- 
mic periods are attested by 
some Abbasid pottery sherds 
and some Ayyubid-Mamluke 
structures, terrace walls, 
sherds and botanical remains. 
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Israeli troops, settlers kill four 


(Coatihnoed from page 1) 

tad enough already." 

Israel released 1 ,000 Palesti- 
nian prisoners this week, hop- 
ing to quell the violence and 
coax the PLO back to the 
peace talks. 

It was also finally driven to 
curb militant settlers of the 
Kadi movement and its spi- 
noff, Kahane Lives, which 
have long operated with im- 
punity in rampages against 
Arabs. 

Authorities have arrested 
two Kach leaders and tried to 
disarm 18 others, but the 
crackdown by police and army 
has been poorly coordinated. 

Four wanted Kach leaders 


Shaath: U.S. 

(Continued from page 1) 
would attempt to push the 
Israeli government beyond the 
steps taken by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and denounced 
fry the PLO as inadequate. 
They include authorising the 
arrest without charges of Jews 
the Israeli government deems 
extremist and the disarming of 
some radicals. 

Without providing specific 
examples, Dr. Shaath told re- 
porters: “I hope to accomplish 
measures that would enhance 
the security of the Palestinian 
People after this grisly mas- 
sacre at Hebron, that will en- 
able us to continue this peace 
focess with success.” 

He said the PLO was at the. 
P°bit of signing an agreement 
Jjth Israel to bring self-rule to 
Palestinians in Jericho and 
Gaza before the Hebron inci- 
^t. “This requires some 
■Sores that I hope the adminis- 
tration will support in the 
ftl.N.) Security Council and 


have evaded a dragnet that is 
becoming something of a farce 
as they pop out of hiding to 
thumb their noses at author- 
ities by giving clandestine TV 
interviews. 

The radical settlers, a minor- 
ity among the 120,000 Jews 
living in 144 settlements, have 
vowed to resist attempts to 
disarm them. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres declared Friday: “We 
shall not hesitate to use mea- 
sures against anyone who’s 
dangerous.” 

Syria urges U.N. action 

Syria urged the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Friday to send an 
international force to protect 


Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

“Peace in the Middle East 
could only be achieved by the 
fell withdrawal of Israeli forces 
and settlers from the occupied 
Arab lands,” a Syrian official 
said. 

“Until the withdrawal is 
made the Security Council has 
a duty and responsibility to 
send an international force to 
protect the Palestinian people 
because tbe Hebron massacre 
was not tbe first and mil not be 
the last," he said. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has so far failed to reach agree- 
ment on the wording of a re- 
solution that would condemn 




backs armed presence 


it the peace process 
e and succeed be- 
s tbe only guarantee 
II have real security 
lg run.” the PLO 
said. 

istopher has tried to 
4r. Arafat to accept 
on’s invitation by 
g him three times 
losque attack, heap- 
on the PLO leader 
ily demanding Mr. 
swiftly on measures 
by Ins cabinet to 
dical settlers, 
ristopher has also 
may support some 
ial presence tempor- 
he occupied terri- 

ieed to see a diffe- 
. ” Mr. Christopher 
^ on Wednesday. 
j VC all, Mr. Christ- 
i insisted that the 
with Israel to estab- 
le for Palestinians m 


jerteno and Gaza be com- 
pleted and implemented in 
order to create “new realities" 
in the territories. 

That would mean Mr. Ara- 
fat accepting Mr. Clinton’s in- 
vitation and sending nego- 
tiators to work with Israel — 
and deferring some PLO de- 
mands to future talks. 

Israeli Foreign Mainister 
Shimon Peres Friday declined 
to comment on reports in the 
Israeli media that the U.S. had 
asked Israel to take automatic 
weapons from extremist set- 
tiers. He was speaking to re- 
porters after meetings with two 
European Union envoys and 
Peter Tamoff, U.S. Under- 
secretary of state for political 
affairs. 

Israel has said it would de- 
tain five settlers without trial 
and disarm fewer than 100. 

‘ Israel has said it would con- 
rider an international observer 
force — but not a military 
force — - to supervise its with- 


the Hebron massacre. 

Syria and other Arabs cut 
short the latest round of nego- 
tiations with Israel in Washing- 
ton in protest against the mas- 
sacre. 

Iran's spiritual leader Friday 
blamed Israel and the United 
States for the Hebron massacre 
and castigated Arab govern- 
ments for their failure to react 
more strongly, Tehran Televi- 
sion reported. 

Speaking in a sermon at 
Tehran University, Ayatollah 
Ah Khamenei said the incident 
was very painful to Muslims, 
and that “we believe that the 
usurper Zionist ■ regime was 
directly responsible for it." 


drawal from the occupied lands 
and tbe start of self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

On Friday, French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe said he 
expected a decision “in due 
time, under authority of the 
United Nations.” for an obser- 
ver force. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said a day ear- 
lier that London is willing to 
contribute civilian observers, 
but not armed units. 

Jibrfl Rajoub, a top Arafat 
aide, took an even harder tine 
on Jewish settlements in an 
interview published in the 
Hebrew daily Yedioth Abro- 
noth Friday. 

Mr. Rajoub, who was expel- 
led from Hebron in 1988 for 
anti-Israeli activities, said that 
if Israel did not dismantle all 
settlements in the occupied ter- 
ritories, “we’ll distribute 
weapons to the Palestinians 
and return to the armed 
struggle.” 


All four defendants found guilty in blast 


(CoBtxased from page I) 
argument and said Mr. 
Salameh still wanted his repre- 
sentation. 

The bombing killed six and 
injured more than 1,000 in the 
110-siorey twin towers, the 
world's second-tallest build- 
ings. Among the dead was a 
pregnant clerical worker. 

The noontime blast blew a 
five-storey-deep crater in a 
garage beneath the trade cen- 
tre. The 550 - kilogrammes) of 
explosives inside a yellow Ryd- 
er rental van wrecked the sky- 
scrapers' power and emergen- 
cy systems. 

Tens of thousands of people 
fled down smoky, dark stair- 
wells in a six-hour evacuation. 
Seventeen kindergartners 
spent five hours trapped in an 
elevator. A pregnant woman 
was plucked off a rooftop by a 
helicopter. 

Two days later, deep in the 
rubble. Federal Bureau of in- 
vestigation (FBI) agents found 
van parts with vehicle identi- 
fication numbers. That led 
them to Mr. Salameh. who was 
arrested March 4 as tried to 



recover a $400 deposit on the 
rental van. 

In all, seven men were 
charged with conspiracy in the 
bombing. Bilal A1 Kaisi, 28, 
awaits trial, and Mr. Yousef 
26, and another suspect, Abdul 
Yasin, 33. are fugitives. 

In a related case. 15 others 
are charged with plotting to 
blow up the United Nations, 
the federal building housing 
the FBI and two tunnels and a 
bridge connecting Manhattan 
and New Jersey. The trade 
centre bombing allegedly was 
part of that conspiracy; the 


trial is scheduled for this fall. 

One defendant in that case is 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, 
a blind cleric who allegedly 
inspired the group with fiery 
rhetoric he delivered in a 
storefront mosque in Jersey 
City. Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
was acquitted in Egypt of 
charges that he provoked the 
assassination of President 
Anwar Sadat in 1981. 

Another defendant is A1 
Sayvid Nosair. who has been 
jailed for three years on 
charges related to rhe killing of 
radical Rabbi Meir Kahane. 


Serbs still raping, murdering 


(Continued from page 1) 

national historic and artistic 
significance, has been des- 
troyed by explosives. 

Muslim-led government 
troops and Serbs are into their 
fourth week of a ceasefire 
around Sarajevo. Muslims and 
Croats are marking their 
second week of a country-wide 
ceasefire. 

These promising develop- 
ments have prompted some 
observers to predict peace this 
year for Bosnia. 

But little has been done to 
address Serb determination to 


use force to change Bosnia’s 
internationally recognised bor- 
ders and create a pure Serb 
state. 

The UNHCR has five inter- 
national staff members on duty 
in Banja Luka, assisted by 
about 10 local staff. They are 
too few to protect Muslims in 
Banja Luka or even witness 
most of their tribulations. 

“It's very difficult, we can- 
not stop it, we cannot even 
monitor it properly," acknow- 
ledged Mr. Janowski. 

In Rome, a tribunal to try 
war crime cases from the con- 


flict in the former Yugoslavia is 
being stifled because the Un- 
ited Nations has not yet voted 
its budget, the mayor of 
Sarajevo said Friday. 

“It should have started some 
time ago," said Mohammad 
Kresevljakovic, the mayor of 
the besieged Bosnian city. 

“If the same effort had been 
made to find money for the 
tribunal as had been made to 
buy weapons, we would 
already have the richest war 
crimes court ever,” he told a 
news conference in Rome 
where he held talks with Italian 


Prosecutors said all four defen- 
dants in the trade centre trial 
had links to Mr. Nosair. 

The trial proceeded slowly at 
first; even the judge said it was 
boring. 

But there were accounts 
from survivors of the bombing, 
and there were some surprises; 
a Secret Service agent claimed 
he had seen a yellow van an 
instant before the explosion. 

And prosecution witness 
Willie Moosh. asked to pick 
out the men he saw at his gas 
station with a yellow van the 
morning of the blast, pointed 
to two jurors instead. He later 
said he had made a mistake 
and pointed to defendants Abu 
Halima and Mr. Salameh — 
placing them with the van 
hours after Mr. Salameh had 
reported it stolen. 

lhe blast caused an estimated 
$550 million in damage and closed 
the towers for weeks. It also spread 
fear of recurrences in the United 
States, fuelling a boom in private 
and public security. A year later, 
however, many of those 
bad eased as tbe bomb : 
mained an isolated episode. 6 


government officials. 

Mr. Kresevljakovic 
Sarajevo city authorities fwri 
already handed over dgoT 
mentation to the tribungj ol. 
garding alleged atrodtiet egffl- 
mined in Bosnia. 

“We feel hurt. We gave th« 
evidence, but do not know if 
anyone has been able to work 
on it,” he said. 

The 11-member tribunal, 
headed by Italian Judge Anto- 
nio Cassesse, is the first inter- 
national war crimes panel set 
up since the Nuremberg and 
Tokyo trials after World War 
II. 
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inton hauls out big gun in trade battle 
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produced by competitive 
American workers," the presi- 
dent said as he announced his 
decision. "This action will help 
us reach our objective — open 
hots that will create better 
jobs and increase wages at 
home and abroad." 

Administration officials de- 
nied tiiat they were trying to 
Man a trade war with Japan, 
but they said the United States 
would not relent in its efforts 
:c- open Japan's markets as a 
way of narrowing a record 
$5 l L' billion trade imbalance 
between the two nations. 


It 

. :. :i i^nsov. 

Soiichi Rondo, a spokesman 


.'.uitii .!• 

for :1k* Japanese embassy, said 
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Other Japanese officials 
have warned about counter- 


:r. 

retaliation on the part of Japan 
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ii the United States slaps puni- 
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tive tariffs on Japanese pro- 


ducts, a development that 
would spark a full-blown trade 
war between the world's two 
largest economies. 

Trade tensions were at the 
heart of an ABC News- 
Washington Post poll, released 
Thursday, in which 58 per cent 
of Americans surveyed viewed 
U.S. -Japanese relations as not 
good or poor, while only 38 per 
cent thought they were excel- 
lent or good. 

A solid 78 per cent said they 
thought Japan was an unfair 
trader, and two-thirds believed 
Japan was not serious about 
reducing its trade surplus. The 
telephone survey of 1.531 was 
conducted Feb. 24-27 and car- 
ried a margin of error of plus 
or minus three percentage 
points. 

The administration already 
has the power to initiate mar- 
ket-opening investigations and 
impose tariffs if the talks fail to 
produce results under the regu- 


lar section 301 of the 1974 
trade act. 

What Super 301 provides is a 
strict timetable for results. The 
clock will begin running March 
31 with publication of an 
annual “national trade esti- 
mate report” that provides a 
survey of unfair trade practices 
that are harming U.S. expor- 
ters around the world. 

From that list, the adminis- 
tration will be Sept. 30 desig- 
nate “priority foreign country 
practices" that are blocking the 
largest amount of U.S. exports 
and begin a 21-day period of 
preliminary negotiations. 

If those preliminary talks fail 
to produce results, the United 
States would initiate a formal 
investigation that could take 
up to 18 months and allow time 
for further negotiations. 

Only if those talks proved 
fruitless would the United 
States impose sanctions. That 
period could stretch until 
March 1996, although adminis- 


tration officials said if the talks 
were goinng nowhere, sanc- 
tions could come much sooner. 

In 1989, the United States 
targeted Japan, Brazil and In- 
dia and reached successful 
agreements dealing with super 
computers, satellites and wood 
products with Japan and re- 
moval of restrictive import 
licenses in Brazil. Talks with 
India were unsuccessful. 

Other countries have been 
universal in their condemna- 
tion of the Super 301 proce- 
dures, assailing the process as 
unilateral bullying. 

“We are not looking to start 
a war, but we are looking to 
establish some fairness,” pres- 
idential press secretary Dee 
Dee Myers said on Mutual 
Radio. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Mickey Kantor said the admi- 
nistration had no choice but to 
revive Super 301 in its efforts 
to open Japan's markets. 

The decision was made in 


the wake of the collapse of 
“framework" trade talks be- 
tween die United States and 
Japan on Feb. 11 that marred a 
summit meeting between Mr. 
Clinton and Japanese Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa. 


The president called Mr. 
Hosokawa to inform him per- 
sonally of the decision and 
described the talk as a ‘friend- 
ly, forthright” discussion. 

Before the two leaders 
talked, Mr, Hosokawa had 
told a parliamentary commit- 
tee that “Z strongly hope that 
the U.S. government will 
judge and act in good sense/’ 

The two countries appeared 
no closer to resolving the fun- 
damental dispute between 
them — a U.S. demand that 
Japan agree to setting specific 
import goals in the framework 
talks. The Japanese have said 
they wfll put forward a new 
market-opening offer by the 
end of this month. 
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reserves put at over 92 billion barrels 


ABU DSiASl . .-Vr":‘l — Ab»: 
Dhabi's etude "e.-TV'. - ;. has e 
nearly dr-ulwv :n iU year., 
excccdi.’h; ^Z biiiirr. b.irreb .c. 
the emirate presses abend with 
exploration .: ~J ox pan: ion o*. 
its prod tv! ii:; t-:p_c;:.\ . .:r, o: v : 

03; report Iti.S 

The reserves stood ‘C.2 
billion barrels .it the end i<; 
1992. v.hi:e r.a.i reserves 
reached 183 ot:hv fee: 

(5.49 trillion cubic metres}, the 
Abu D!u.b; .in-; Jor.u;:- 
ment said. 


It estimated oil production 
at around two million barrels 
per ii-iy (b/d) in 1992 and ex- 
ports at I.S million b/d. Gas 
output stood at 661 billion 
cubic feet (19.83 billion cubic 
metres) in the same period. 

i ne report gave no figures 
tor crude output in 1993 but oil 
sources said it was slightly low- 
er as the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) was sticking to its 
quota oi 2. 16 million b/d set by 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
exporting Countries (OPEC). 


The UAE’s total proven oil 
reserves are estimated at 98 
billion barrels and gas at 186 
trillion cubic feet (5.58 trillion 
cubic metres). Most of the 
remaining oil reserves are 
based in Dubai and gas in 
Sharjah. 


In their latest annual re- 
ports, several oil companies 
operating in the UAE said they 
were pursuing exploration but 
no major finds were recorded 
in 1993. 


Muiti-billion-dollar projects 
were also underway to boost 
oil and gas output capacity to 
meet growing world demand. 
They will push crude produc- 
tion capacity to more than 2.6 
million b/d in 1995, from 
around 2.3 milli on b/d. 

Japan remained the top im- 
porter of Abu Dhabi’s oil, re- 
ceiving nearly half its output, 
along with almost all the gas. 

The report said oil wells in 
Abu Dhabi increased to 2J257 
in 1992 from 2,170 in 1991, and 


producing wells to 997, from 
993. 


Oil earnings plunged to 30.5 
s (58.3 billion) in 


billion dirhams ($8. 

1992 from 37.5 billion dirhams 
($10.2 billion) in 1991, due to a 
drop in crude exports and 
prices, according to the report. 

This prompted die govern- 
ment to slash spending to 35.1 
billion dirhams (59.65 billion) 
from 48.8 billion dirbams 
(513.29 billion). Bat the deficit 
persisted at 51.35 billion. 


Despite the decline in oil 
income, Abn Dhabi’s gross 
domestic product rose to 
around 95 billion dirhams 
(525.88 billion) in 1992, from 
91.7 billion dirhams (524.98 
billion) in 1991, due to a surge 
in other sectors. 

The 1992 figure accounted 
for more than two-thirds of the 
GDP of the seven Gulf emi- 
rates making up the UAE — 
Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah* 
Ajman, Fujeirah, Umm A1 
Quwain and Ras A1 Khaimah. 
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perceptions that Bundesbank easing will remain extremely 
cautious. Germany reported M-3 money growth of an annualised 
20.6 per cent in January, far above the Bundesbank's target range 
of 6 per cent. The figure was distorted by special factors, but 
underlying money growth is still running around 7 per cent, which 
could contribute to" further caution about casing. Against that, the 
sharp liquidity squeeze that has gripped Europe's bond markets 
could prompt central banks to ease sooner rather than later. With 
U.S. growth of 7.5 per cent in the fourth quarter, another round 
of monetary tightening is expected in coming weeks in the U.S. 

We do not expect another cut in Germany's discount rate until 
May or June, but despite the recent money growth shock the 
Bundesbank is still likely to start trimming its repo rate soon. The 
outlook for inflation to moderate further looks excellent, espe- 
cially if the recent wage agreement in the chemical sector sets a 
pattern for other settlements. 

We expect the dollar to reach the DM/USD 1.80 level in 3 
months. 

Technical view: The Deutschemark rallied 0.2 per cent versus the 
U.S. dollar during the week ended Feb. 25. Medium term 
sentiment readings are now neutral. Short term momentum has 
confirmed the recent strength and medium term oscillators 
remain quite constructive. 

All of this suggests that, even though the dominant long term 
trend remains down, the immediate pressures in coming weeks 
should still be to the upside. Resistance is 1.68-1.69 DM/U.S.S. 
The former resistance at 1 .73 is now support. The mark/yen cross 
moved back up through 61 last week, but medium term 
momentum is still pointing down. The cross will have to move 
back up through 62.50 over the next few weeks to reverse that 
oscillator from down to up. 

In an environment where both the yen and the D-mark are 
expected to rally versus the U.S. dollar, resistance in the 
o5.50-66.50 range will be monitored for a potentially important 
breakout. A break below 59 would at least nominally set the stage 
for 55. 


Fundamental view: Hie yen has strengthened to the JPY/USD 
103.6 level as the Clinton administration moves towards imposing 
trade sanctions on Japan. Although U.S. officials have avoided 
talking the yen up, many market participants have concluded that 
the administration favours yen appreciation as a way of cutting 
Japan's trade surplus. Interest rate developments also appear to 
be lending support to the yen, 10-year government bond yields 
have shot up to 3.9 per cent and futures markets are now 
discounting a 100 basis point rise in Japanese short-term interest 
rates over the next year. 

The yen is likely to remain highly sensitive to U.S.-Japan 
political tensions in coming weeks. Trade concessions by Japan 
could lead to a pullback In the yen, while lack of progress In 
boosting imports would likely require a stronger yen to restrain 
Japanese exports. Based on the latest Bank of Japan quarterly 
survey, which showed no improvement in the economy, we 
continue tto expea the Bank of Japan to cut its discount rate by 
0.50 per cent or 0.75 per cent by the end of March. 

We expea persistent current account surpluses to keep upward 
pressure on the yen. Even if Japan agrees to some market access 
measures for U.S. companies, we still expea a current account 
surplus of nearly 5120 billion this year. That should help the yen 
to continue to trade in the JPY/USD 100-to-l 10 range for most of 
this year and we expea it to reach a level as high as JPY/USD 95 
by this time next year. 

Techical view: The Japanese yen fell 0.1 per cent against the U.S. 
dollar last week for its first loss in five weeks. Sentiment 
indicators continue to deteriorate and are moving into the 
neighbourhood of being overbought. While short term momen- 
tum has turned down, medium term oscillators remain construc- 
tive. We are inclined to view any weakness as temporary and 
think that new highs as likely; indeed, a rally much through 101 
would allow for at least 98. Although benchmark support remains 
113-114, intervening support at 105-106 and 109-110 will likely be 
more important focal points in coming weeks. 
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Chinese farmers 
need protection from 
GATT — report 


BEIJING (Agencies) — An 
official newspaper has called 
on the Chinese government to 
take urgent action to protea 
farmers against increased com- 
petition once the country re- 
joins GATT. 

The protectionist appeal was 
made by International Busi- 
ness newspaper, which said 
that while China’s eventual 
reentry into the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) would be be- 
neficial to integr a tion into the 
world market, it would also 
pose a serious challenge to 
Chinese agriculture. 

With prices rising and the 
quality of some products fall- 
ing the government should 
strengthen controls on imports 
of wheat and edible oil. the 
paper said, adding that efforts 
must be made to readjust the 
import structure and improve 
the allocation of resources. 


European Commissioner 
Leon Britton said that China 
could enter GATT this year 
and that a more liberal eco- 
nomy would bring improved 
human rights. 

China is keen to become a 
founding member of the World 

Trade Organisation (WTO), 
the successor to GATT which 
is due to come into existence 
on Jan. 1 or July 1, 1995, but it 
must first become a GATT 
member. 

“China will not be able to do 
all the things that we want by 
that date (to enter GATT) but 
could commit itself to do them 


within an agreed timescale by 
that date,” Sir Brittan said. 


A price support policy for 
farmers should be worked out 
in line with both GATT re- 
quirements and the situation in 
China, it said, urging the de- 
velopment of agriculture in 
line with the principles of 
"high output, high quality, 
high yield” to improve interna- 
tional competitiveness. 

Meanwhile, the Press Digest 
quoted vice minister for fore- 
ign economic relations and 
trade Shi Guangsheng as 
saying he expected China to be 
accepted back into GATT in 
the second half of 1995 at the 
latest. 

China — a founding member 
of GATT in 1948 — withdrew 
the following year when the 
communists came to power. It 
Ikpplied to rejoin the world 
trade body in 1986. 


“That could enable China to 
reach the target date.” 

He said there will be com- 
. plex and perhaps difficult 
negotiations to agree on the 
nature of the commitments 
more precisely and the sche- 
dule of the timing that would 
be acceptable to foe European 
Union (EU). 

Sir Brittan gave Chinese 
officials a protocol on China's 
GATT entry, with a list of 
requirements, which he said 
was welcomed by the Chinese 
side. 

Among other things, foe EU 
is seeking cuts in tariffs, grea- 
ter transparency, improved ac- 
cess for its firms into sectors 
such as distribution, banking 
and insurance and a safeguard 
clause against surges in 
Chinese exports. 

In its report on the GATT 
discussions, foe People's Daily 
Tuesday said China promised 
to continue its reforms and 
bring its economic system in 
line with international prac- 
tice, especially concerning 
GATT regulations. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MARCH 5, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Tty to offset a stubborn and 
uncooperative spirit early in the 
day as the Moon- squares Venus 
which could lead to unfortunate 
arguments that benefit no one in 
the long run. Study a money 
making venture. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Establish a new system for your 
regular tasks so that they are 
easier to perform. Be more opti- 
mistic about the future in any 
situation which comes about. 


TAURUS: (April 70 to May 20) 
State your aims to good friends 
and gain their support in a new 
project you have in mind. Ex- 
press happiness with congenial 
companions. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Go to influential persons for the 
help you need to cany through 
with your plans. Sec that your 
personal life is well organized. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can put in motion a 
project that was impossible to do 
in the past. Take treatments to 
improve appearance. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Concentrate on how to improve 
your environment. Discuss prac- 
tical matters with friends and get 
their advice on how to proceed 
ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Make sure to improve 
conditions at home. Not a good 
day to ask an influential person 


for a favour. Engage in a 
favourite hobby for peace of 

'V ' "LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
bf r 22) Study your surroundings 
and make plans for improve- 
ment. Make new contacts that 
will be helpful in your enterprise 
which you are currently in- 
volved. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Ideal day to enjoy 
yourself at recreations in the 
company of congenial friends 
and associates. A talent you have 
can be expressed at this time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21 ) It may be diffi- 
cult to gain your aims in the 
morning but things will improve 
later in the day. Spend money 
wisely and you can have some in 
reserve. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take time to consult 
influential persons who can help 
you in your career. Be more 
willing to cooperate vgith others 
in any situation. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study your monet- 
ary affairs well and know how , 
best to improve them. Contact a 
financial expert and get excellent 
advice. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A good day to further per- 
sonal relationships and make big 
headway. Discuss persona! plans 
with trusted friends and you win 
get much accomplished. 
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Algeria to sign stand-by 
credit agreement 

with IMF this month 


Trading at AFM dips by 20% 
but surge expected this week 
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ALGIERS (AFP) — Algeria 
will sign a stand-by credit 
agreement with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fond (IMF) 
towards the end of March, 
financial sources have said. 

The accord will enable 
Algeria to obtain two credits: 
One of $500 million to finance 
preparations for a structural 
adjustment T M '° £ r a rnrne envis- 
aged by the IMFand the other 
of S300 million to compensate 
for oil revenues lost because of 
a fall in oil prices interna- 
tionally. 

At the end of a trial year, a 
new, enlarged credit facility 
should be negotiated for a 
three-year period the IMF 
deems necessary for imple- 
mentation of the adjustment 
plan. 

Officials in Algeria, which 
has been wracked fay a guerril- 
la war by Islamic fundamental- 
ists for more than two years, 
bad wanted both agreements 
to be m»d e at the same time, 
but the IMF appeared to have 
rejected this option, the 
sources said. 

Algeria, which has been 
hesitating over the reschedul- 
ing of its £26 billion foreign 
debt, expects the stand-by 
accord to open die way to 
loans notably from the Euro- 
pean Union, which had been 
made conditional on a pact 
with the IMF. 

These would include the 
second, ISO- milli on European 
Currency Unit (ECU; S169 
million) tranche of a 40G-mfl- 
Kon-ECU credit granted more 
thaira year ago. 

First estimates suggest 
Algeria’s foreign earnings in 
1994 are likely to be around $9 
billion, at best enough to cover 
debt service but leaving mini- 
mum financing requirements 
of $7 billion for food arid in- 
dustrial imports. 

The forecasts were based on 
an oil price of $18 a band; but 
the current dedmi in prices, 
down to around $14-515, will 
mean a loss of $500 million for 


Algeria for every dollar the 
banel sells under that sum, 
financial sources said. 

This loss of earnings will 
affect the budget deficit, winch 
was set at 125 btlfion dinars ($6 
billion) at the be ginning of the 
year but is already expected to 
be larger. 

The main factors behind the 
deficit are subsidies to loss- 
making state-owned com- 
panies and for three essential 
products, milk, semolina and 
floor. The IMF has called for 
an end to these subsidies. 

Negotiations on possible 
debt rescheduling are currently 
under way, but the amount in 
question has not been dosed. 

Despite reassuring state- 
ments from IMF Director- 
General Michael Camdessus 
on a “good agreement” be- 
tween Algeria and his institu- 
tion, an anti-IMF front has 
emerged in recent days, led by 
the UGTA labour federation. 

The trade union body rejects 
any devaluation of the dinar 
and the staff cuts in public 
companies demanded by the 
IMF, and has called for an 
unemployment allowance for 
laid-off workers. 

UGTA Secretary-General 
Abdul Hak Benhamouda said 
the federation will not support 
the IMF's .shock therapy for 
Algeria's ailing economy. 

According to unconfirmed 
reports, the IMF has called for 
a 50 per cent devaluation of the 
dinar, which would slash the 
purchasing power of Algerians 

The international body is 
also said to have called for 
interest rates to be aligned with 
inflation, running at 32 per 
cent a year which would lead to 
cuts in credit for companies 
and a broad opening of die 
market to foreign produce. 

The authorities have been 
making cautious progress in 
negotiations with the IMF for 
fear of a social explosion, 
against- the political back- 
ground of the murderous con- 
frontation between Islamists 
and the security forces. 


Iranian committee debates 
GATT membership 



NICOSIA (R) — Iran has set 
up a special committee to dis- 
cuss the pros and cons of join- 
ing the GATT international 
trade pact, Iranian television 
has said. 

The committee, composed 
of representatives of a dozen 
ministries and other bodies, 
could take months or years to 
reach a conclusion to report to 
President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjam, the television said. * 


-Mohammad Baqer Now- 
bakht, a member of parliament 
-interviewed on television, said 
joining GATT was not in 
the interest of Iran which earns 
most of its hard ebsh from 
crude oil exports. 

Mr. Nowbakbt, a member of 
the parliament's plan and 
budget committee, said Iran 
would lose out by joining 
GATT and lowering tariffs be- 
cause its industries could not 
compete with imports. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Weekly trading 
at the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) slipped by 20 per 
cent last week, but no signifi- 
cant shifts were seen in the 
price of stocks despite fears 
sparked by the Feb. 25 mas- 
sacre of Palestinians in a 
Hebron mosque. 

Figures released by the 
AFM showed that 4.3 million 
shares worth JD 13.3 million 
changed hands during the 
week ending Thursday com- 
pared with JD 16.6 million 
during the previous week. 

Industrial stock led the list, 
accounting for JD 5.8 million 
(43.6 per cent), closely fol- 
lowed by the banking sector 
with 5.7 million (42.8 per 
cent) and the services sector 
with JD 1.6 million (12.2 per 
cent) and insurance com- 
panies with JD 200,000 (1.4 
per cent). 

Shares of 87 companies out 
of the 114 listed at the market 
were involved in trading, the 
report said, adding that 34 of 
them showed gains while 35 
showed a decline and 18 re- 
mained stable. 

However, the gains or 
drops were of no significant 
nature to show any distinct 
trend in the market, brokers 
said. 

“Trading was largely lack- 
lustre, with investors with 
large commitments losing a 
little here, gaining a little 
there, but there was not sign 

in the market of panic selling 
or buying as a. result of the 
late February events,” said a 
broker. 

The broker, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity in 
line with standing AFM 
guidelines, was referring to 
the massacre at the Ibrahimi 
Mosque in the occupied West 
Bank town of Hebron last 
Friday. 

“People do get alarmed by 
turbulent events in the re- 
gion, particularly Jordan and 
the occupied territories, but 
they are reluctant to dump 
their holdings in a hurry and 
suffer losses." said the 
. broker. 

“A majority of them would 
like to hang on their holdings 
awaiting further develop- 
ments," he said. The broker 
conceded that prospects for 
Middle East peace, and. by 
extension, profit-making ven- 
tures in the occupied territor- 
ies, were set back by the 
massacre and the subsequent 
suspension of peace talks. 

“But, by and large, people 
seem convinced that the set- 
back is temporary and it is 
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only a matter of time before 
the peace negotiations would 
resume," he said. “As such, 
stock holders are not willing 
to be triggered into panic 
, selling or buying." 

According to the broker, 
most individual speculators 
with limited capital opted to 
stay away from, trading durr 
ing the week as was the case 
the previous two weeks which 
saw a decline in weekly tur- 
nover which had hit more 
than JD 21 million in 
January. 

The daily average trading 
at the AFM was around JD 
4.2 million in late January, 


but it dropped to JD 2.7 
million in less than a month. 
But the drop was mostly due 
to abstention by investors 
during the holy month of 
Ramadan when they consider 
indulgence in market spe- 
culation as sacrilege, brokers 
say. 

They expect a surge in 
trading this week, particular- 
ly during the last few days of 
Ramadan ahead of an almost 
week-long holiday. 

They said speculators 
would converge on the mar- 
ket during the last days of 
Ramadan for fresh acquisi- 
tions which could be held 


over Eid AI Fitr for prefi:- 
taking. 

Banking officials handling 
AJ^ portfolios noted that 
many companies were ex- 
pected to release their 195*3 
figures during the month of 
March, with dividend dis- 
tributions slated for April. 

“Many investors already 
know of the performance oi 
most companies and are re- 
taining their stock for profit- 
taking in the Janer half of 
March," said the broker. 

“This has been an established 
trend in the market for 
years.’’ 
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P*CKNG. AJR FREIGH1 
FORWMHMNG. DOOR- ID 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 




FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 



The Inn Place to be, 





STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 

size 30% forger 

* Free oniargo- 
moot 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LARA SALON AMD 


ITT 


Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 

i opposite Boston 
1 Fried Chicken 
I Tel. 862552 
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Flat .O.Tel 
* Serviced Suites In 
Grand Hotel Style ! 1 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


AVIS 


DAItOTEL 
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Amman - TeL 668193 ■ 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates end 
Businessmen 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!) Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Mid nigh i . 


Cheers Cafe' 

OPEN JN' RAMADAN 
4:30 pJri.-V. Late 


tLTC 

•INTER: CO-TOilSlU, 
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@ 699-420 


AndaLujian 

Iftar 

or a la carte dinner 

Jabal Amman 3rd circle 


Tel. 61 5(Tl® 
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• The Best In 
Indian Cuisine 


Bukhara 
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5ZEEHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open IIJQ-3J0& &UJ - MkUght 


Take away is available 

Shat Al-Arab Street 
Um Uthanah Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 

Cure luted Loved 



RANT 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

'5/Ow jUtA'4.7 Vfijn r?a- 

Ahhyat' G"s Sense 

Take amray tt available 

open daily ‘ 

5:00 - 11:30 p.m. 

TeL 638968 
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noting mars Sarajevo truce; 
'"L wants more peacekeepers 


'* t ' i \i*‘ — French 
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.i machine pun to 
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■ more soldiers. 
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ic.i !•• 'hIluic mice*. 

V^’s the Mus- 
•. •. n sv. e sn in 
between Croats 
-an.* ir. «.en'.:. it .i:id 


He said both ceasefires 
generally were holding but ex- 
pressed concern about increas- 
ing violations. 

“We very much need not 
only the full compliance by the 
p.irtie.s of the agreements they 
have already accepted or 
reached, but also we... need 
additional resources, addition- 
al personnel." he said in Zag- 
reb. Croatia. 

Mr. Aknshi said he needed 
4.M10 more soldiers for 
Sarajevo and 6.050 for the rest 
of Bosnia. That would nearly 
double the number of 


peacekeepers in Bosnia. 

With the United States de- 
clining to commit troops with- 
out an overall peace accord, 
and Britain. France and Cana- 
da reluctant to send more 
troops. U was unclear where 
Mr. Akashi might get addition- 
al peacekeepers. 

The U.N. mission's military 
chief. Gen. Jean Cot of 
France, said reinforcements 
were needed immediately to 
avoid “losing what has been 
done.'* 

Gen. Cor had harsh words 





iouta through a window of this 
•I buitciirg in Turfs where some of the 


thousands of refugees from Srebrenica have been 
accomodated (AFP photo) 


for the U.S. decision not to 
commit ground troops unless 
the Bosnian factions work out 
a peace settlement. That policy 
is “not very courageous," he 
said. 

The United States does have 
a large contingent of warplanes 
in the NATO force that patrols 
Bosnia’s skies. Two U.S. F-16 
fighter jets shot down four 
Serbs warplanes that U.N. offi- 
cials said bombed a Bosnian 
government Aios factory Mon- 
day about 45 miles northwest 
of Sarajevo. 

A NATO threat to use war- 
planes to bomb Serb artillery 
around Sarajevo ended the 
shelling of the besieged capital 
by forcing the Serbs to remove 
their tanks, howitzers and mor- 
tars. 

In Washington, the com- 
mander of U.S. forces in 
Europe said the Serbs had 
almost completely complied 
with the ultimatum, removing 
or surrendering nearly all of 
the 600 heavy weapons sur- 
rounding Sarajevo. 

“I'd say we’re close" to full 
compliance, Gen. George 
Joulwan told the U.S. Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
Thursday. 

The ultimatum on Sarajevo 
bolstered a U.N.-mediated 
truce that has generally held 
for three weeks, the longest in 
the city in nearly two years of 
siege. 

A U.N. spokesman, Maj. 
Jose Labandeira, said Serb 
troops opened fire with small 
arms on government troops at 
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cannot afford Reforms at any cost’ 


•i^dai protection for those who 
cannot make due without stare 
support.” 

“Economic reforms at any 
cos:" is a false slogan," Mr. 
Yeltsin said. “People can re- 
ject an excessively burdensome 
reform. ’ 

However, he added that a 
further delay “in introducing 
the long-overdue changes does 
even worse damages.” 

Friday's session was mainly 
devoted to discussion of the 
proposed 1994 budget and the 
sorry state of the Russian eco- 
nomy. 

The draft budget calls for 
spending cuts and reducing 
monthly inflation to no more 
than 12 per cent. Last year, 
inflation ran at an averge of 20 
per cent a month. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he wanted 
to bring inflation down to 5 per 
cent a month by the end of the 
year, but conceded it will be a 
slow, tough fight. 

"In the present circumst- 
ances of Russia, any war on 
inllnrinn will be a trench war.” 
he said. “I think that military 
terms are quite appropriate in 
this context. You cannot van- 
quish inflation in a single fierce 


charge. To win the battle, a 
fall-scale coordination of the 
actions of the president, the 
(parliament) and the govern- 
ment will be needed.” 

Mr. Yeltsin also spoke of the 
need to attract foreign invest- 
ment, reform Russia's tax sys- 
tem, overhaul the operation of 
banks and establish a federal 
reserve system for Russia. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said his 
government would stick to the 
economic programme it 
approved last August. 

“We intend to adhere to it in 
the future," he said in a 40- 
minute speech. "We are gpin£ 
to implement it, however hard 
it may be." 

Former Economics Minister 
Yegor Gaidar, who quit the 
government earlier this year 
after complaining it was aban- 
doning reforms, said Friday he 
was sceptical the budget pos- 
posals would be carried out. 

"So far, if we talk not about 
wishes, but about actual deci- 
sions, these targets are not 
realistic,” Mr. Gaidar said. 

He noted that the cabinet 
last month approved a 14- tril- 
lion-ruble agricultural aid 
package, and “these two prog- 


Inhatha discusses vote; ANC leader gets death threat 


i 'sj Mil S' ■ 


,\r* -- 


lore international mediators. 



An election boycott would 
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elect ion’s legitimacy could be 


called into question 
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Rnmaphosa, after being m- 
tomtcil of an alleged right- 
wing death plot against him. 

"Its one of those things that 
leave one numb.” Mr. 
Kanuphosa said on Johannes- 
burg's Radio 702 Fridjv mom- 



mg. "But at the same time, this 


*s one of those thimts one 

c.;i i':L'.:ha 

expects in politics.” 


The plot on Mr. Ramaph- 

i . Jinr-MV on 

evi s life, reportedly revealed 

i.iv'K in 

m the ANC hv a right-urine 


white leader. Gen. Consund 

:s-,h; c Titer :?«c 

Vihocn. came amid mounting 

power :o 

indications that at least part of 


the white right is preparing far 


armed insurrection. 
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An ANC office was bombed 
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overnight in the Northern 
Cape province town of Kuru- 
nwn. a region that right-win- 
gers have proclaimed to be 
part of their prospective 
"Volkstaa:." or "people's 


state.” no injuries were re- 
ported. 

A published report Friday 
revealed a secret government 
intelligence assessment of the 
right-wing threat, prepared for 
President F.W. De Klerk's 
cabinet. 

According to the document, 
reported by the independent 
weekly Mail And Guardian, 
right-wingers have contingency 
plans to "neutralise” hostile 
army generals and were count- 
ing on the army's elite Rapid 
Deployment Force to defect to 
its side 

The white right-wing can call 
on an rstimaicd 20.000-30.000 
paramilitary troops, according 
to the report, the newspaper 
said. It did not reveal how it 
obtained the document, but 
said it has confirmed its au- 
thenticity. 

After ’an emergency meeting 
Thursday, Freedom Alliance 
leaders said they would consid- 
er registering for the poll if the 
ANC agreed to international 
mediation of its demands for 
more regional powers being 
put into the constitution. 

The ANC Thursday re- 
sponded th3t it agreed to inter- 
national mediation in princi- 
ple. setting the stage for In- 


katha’s decision-making ses- 
sion Friday. 

Inkatha’s decision was being 
debated in a closed-door Cen- 
tral Committee meeting in 
Ulundi. capital of Kawazulu. 

An Inkatha spokesman. 
Moses Mkhwamazi, said he 
expectet the meeting to be 
“productive. ” “I'd be a 
prophet if l could predict the 
final outcome,” he said. 

“We expect them to register. 
...Even if it is provisional it will 
do a lot to increase confidence 
in the country,” said Mr. 
Ramaphosa in the radio inter- 
view. 

He stressed that the ANC 
viewed international mediation 
as worthwhile to settle differ- 
ences and avoid conflicts. “We 
are going to give it a go.” he 
said. 

The deadline for election 
registration is midnight Friday, 
but some Freedom Alliance 
leaders has suggested that 
could be pushed back. 

However, the chairman of 
the country's independent 
Electoral Commission said Fri- 
day that the list of parties must 
be finalised by Saturday in 
order for ballots to be printed 
in time. 


qpan parliament passes anti-corruption law 
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aimed ^ reforming 
3«3!oru'uM% corrupt 
sx^'enr quietly bccuniu 
; j\, ending a tortuous, 
debate that helped 
„ • prime mints- 

MintMer Morihiro 
who took office 
sst pronging toeithc* 
reform^ resign, sun 
•'CC 1 represents “s rrai- 
jrd ?h-* attaiuniesu 

ravpopV.ble peh;<A. 


Because the package had 
a i ready attained approval of 
the more powerful lower 
house. Friday’s final vote in 
the upper house of pjriiamcni 
was a pro forma decision, con- 
cluded without any of the fiery 
rhetoric of earlier debates. The 
vote took only a few minutes. 

“We must move steadfastly 
toward creating a society of 
quality and substance that wilt 
luxe the international com- 
munity’s trust.” Mr. HosoRa- 
v .3 said m a nationaUv tele- 


vised speech before parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Hosokawa owes much 
of his popularity to his focus on 
ridding politics of the wide- 
spread bribery and influence- 
far- hi re scandals that had 
deeply stained the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) dur- 
ing its 35 year rule. 

Both of Mr. Hosokawa’s 
Liberal Democratic predeces- 
sors — Toshiki Kaifa and 
Kiichi Mivazawa — also sup- 
ported reform bills but f"jlcd 


to get them through parlia- 
ment. 

A slew of battles with the 
Liberal Democrats, now 
Japan's largest opposition par- 
ty. had pushed Mr. Hosoka- 
wa's seven-party ruling coali- 
tion to the brink of collapse. 
But the two sides finally work- 
ed out a watered-down com- 
promise version of the bill. 

Under the new laws, single- 
member districts will replace 
mn lri-men jber dis- 
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British UNPROFOR LL ‘Spite’ Martin from the directs a Serb T 55 tank onto the road on its way 
No. 2 Company of the Coldstream Guards (left) to a U.N. heavy weapons storage site west of 

Sarajevo (AFP photo) 


the Jewish cemetery in down- 
town Sarajevo early Thursday. 
French peacekeepers in the 
area then fired a warning vol- 
ley of machine-gune fire. 

That followed an incident 
Wednesday in which Serbs 
shot four rocket-propelled gre- 
nades at government troops 
near the cemetery, prompting 
a gun battle. U.N. officials 
quoted Serbs as saying they 
fired the grenades because 
government soldiers were 
violating the truce by reinforc- 
ing trenches. 

Maj. Labandeira said three 
more grenades were fired 
Thursday but peacekeepers 
had not determined who was 
responsible. 

“Both sides are very, very 


dose in that area, and it has 
always been very tense,” said 
Lt. Col. Bill Aikman, another 
U.N. spokesman. “We are 
monitoring it. and we expect 
that it will not continue." 

U.N. officials said front lines 
between Muslim and Bosnian 
Croat troops were generally 
stable. Col. Aikman, said the 
southwestern city of Mostar 
was quiet except for five shells 
that exploded in the Muslim- 
held eastern side late 
Wednesday. 

Muslims and Croats, once 
allies against the Serbs in Bos- 
nia, signed an agreement Tues- 
day in Washington to cease 
hostilities and form a federa- 
tion. 

U.N. officials said the two 


sides agreed Thursday on 
three-man patrols along con- 
frontation lines to bolster their 
truce. Each patrol would have 
one U.N. monitor, accompa- 
nied by a Croat and a Muslim, 
both unarmed. 

The Croats also agreed to 
allow the Bosnian government 
to maintain weapons in six 
areas where Croats, Muslims 
and Serbs are in close proxim- 
ity, but only if the Muslims use 
their weapons solely against 
the Serbs. 

More titan 200,000 people 
have been killed or are missing 
in Bosnia since Serbs armed by 
the Yugoslav Federal army re- 
belled against Muslims and 
Croats who seceded from Serb- 
dominated Yugoslavia. 


rammes contradict each other 
not in details or commas, but 
in trillions of rubles.” 

“Much of what the prime 
minister said is absolutely 
right/' be added. “But in real 
life and in economics, what is 
done is more important than 
what is said." 

One government critic im- 
mediately dismissed the docu- 
ment. 

“nothing will help,” a ultra- 
nationalist lawmaker Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky said. “Only a 
change in the political lead- 
ership will help." 

Mr. Yeltsin denounced par- 
liament for giving amnesty to 
hardliners who battled him last 
October and to leaders of the 
1991 Soviet coup. 

The amnesty wa6 a “viola- 
tion of the constitution, law 
and moral standards.” be said. 

But Mr. Yeltsin ruled out 
another clash with Russia’s 
lawmakers for “the good of its 
citizens, its security and civil 
peace.” 

“Democracy in Russia today 
means primarily stability, 
order and cooperation,” he 
said. 



Indigenous supporters of the Zapatista rebels 
8w8d up a picture of Emfflano Zapata during a 


demonstration In support of the Zapatista 
National liberation Army (AFP photo) 


Mexican rebels weigh peace offers, but 
risk to government could be high 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASAS, Mexico (AP) — The 
government faces almost as 
much political risk from its 
tentative peace accord with In- 
dian rebels as it would if the 
the talks bad failed. 

Government pledges in the 
accord reached Wednesday 
with the rebel Zapatista 
National Liberation Army cov- 
er most insurgents’ demands 
for aiding impoverished Indi- 
ans in southern Chiapas state. 

While Indian communities 
must approve the accord be- 
fore a treaty can be formally 
signed, the agreement is a ma- 
jor achievement for a govern- 
ment eager to settle the upris- 
ing before August presidential 
elections. 

Still, the governing Institu- 
tional Revolutionary Party, or 
PRI, will be under scrutiny to 
change the way it does busi- 
ness. Some say the PRI will put 
itself at risk of losing power for 
the first time since it took over 
in 1929. 

One promise in the accord is 
to make this year’s presidential 
election dean. The PRI has 
won every Rational election 
since its founding, frequently 
amid acrimonious opposition 
charges of fraud, intimidation 
and other misdeeds. 

Observers call the Aug. 21 
election the real hostage in 


government dealings with the 
rebels. The uprising could still 
trouble the voting to replace 
President Carlos Salinas De 
Gortari, who cannot run again. 
Other poor groups throughout 
Mexico could also resort to 
violence. 

Porfirio Munoz Ledo, a 
federal senator and member of 
the opposition, told Guatema- 
lan journalists Wednesday that 
the Zapatista uprising “helped 
undress the Mexican reality at 
an international level.” 

The government agreed with 
nine political parties Monday 
to strengthen the role of inde- 
pendent observers and allow 
greater outside scrutiny of vo- 
ter rolls held by tbe federal 
election institute. 

Tbe institute is a semi-auton- 
omous body of tbe Interior 
Ministry, which like other 
branches of government, is 
dominated by the PRI. 

The rebels have warned 
there will be no real peace if 
central demands for democra- 
tic reforms are not met. and 
the guerrilla leader who used 
tbe nom de guerre Subcotn- 
mandante Marcos has repe- 
atedly insisted that Mr. Salma* 
resign. 

The tentative agreement 
reached after 10 days of talks 
promises sweeping social and 
political change in Chiapas, the 
stare where the uprising began. 


Nearly one-third of the 3.8 
million people in Chiapas are 
Indian. . 

Reforms on Chiapas state 
election laws will be so pro- 
found that interim Gov. Javier 
Lopez Moreno said Wednesay 
that state elections would be 
postponed from August until 
'next year. 

In chan peasants, meanwhile, 
must approve the preliminary 
accord reached before any for- 
mal agreement is reached, re- 
bels said. 

Rebel negotiators, including 
Subcomm andante Marcos, left 
San Cristobal De Las Casas at 
sunrise Thursday aboard six 
four-wheel-drive vehicles 
accompanied by Red Cross 
workers to return to tell of the 
accord. 

Also in tbe convoy was gov- 
ernment envoy Manuel 
Camacho Solis and the talk’s 
mediator, Roman Catholic 
Bishop Samuel Ruiz. The 
negotiations were held in this 
town’s 16th-century cathedral. 

No answer was expected for 
weeks from the Indians, many 
of whom live in remote jungle 
regions. 

The Zapatistas seised this 
dty and several other towns on 
Jan. 1. At least 145 people, 
mostly rebels and civilians, 
died before a Jan. 12 ceasefire, 
but the actual number may 
never be known. 


New York airport under fire for 
short runways after latest accident 


NEW YORK (AP) — A third 
disastrous takeoff in less than 
five years has focused attention 
on the short runways of New 
York City's La Guardia Air- 
port, where bureaucratic delay 
has sralled an effort to widen 
the safety margin. 

The airport, aware that it is 
on airline pilots' short list of 
fields they'd like to avoid, be- 
gan planning more than five 
years ago to add 4d0 feet (140 
metres) of overrun to its main 


east-west runway, where the 
latest accident occurred 
Wednesday evening. 

Thirty-five of the 116 people 
aboard a Denver-bound Con- 
tinental MD-80 jet were in- 
jured when the pilot tried to 
abort the takeoff in snow and 
the plane ran off the end of the 
runway and nosed down at a 
breakwater a few feet from 
Flushing Bay. 

National Transportation 
Safety Board investigators 


from Washington began look- 
ing for tiie cause Thursday, 
starting with retrieval of the 
plane's voice and flight-data 
recorders. 

In the earlier takeoff acci- 
dents, two passengers died in 
September 1989 when the pilot 
couldn’t stop a US AIR jet 
from plunging into the bay. 
and 27 people were killed m 
March 1992 when wing ice sent 
another US AIR plane crashing 
off the runway. 


White House 
misspelled 
European 
ministers’ names 

PARIS (R) — The White 
House, in a diplomatic gaffe, 
misspelled tbe names of sever- 
al European ministers it in- 
vited to a high-level jobs con- 
ference in Detroit this month, 
the International Herald Tri- 
bune newspaper reported. 
Documents from U.S- Presi- 
dent BiH Clinton’s office in- 
cluded erro rs in the names of 
British Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Kenneth Clarke (spel- 
led Clark), German Labour 
Minister Noibert Bluem (spel- 
led Bloehm), Italian Treasury 
Minis ter Piero Barncci (called 
Pietro) and European Econo- 
mics Commissioner Henning 
Christopbersen (spelled 
Qnistophezson). Compound- 
ing tbe offence, the White 
House omitted completely the 
first names of the French Eco- 
nomics and Labour Ministers, 
Edmond Alphandery and 
Michel Giraud. The newspaper 
said the Clinton a dminis tration 
had also irked its guests by 
telling them they will have to 
pay for their own rooms at a 
Detriot hotel during the March 
14-15 meeting. “I don’t want to 
be impolite,” one Italian gov- 
ernment official was quoted as 
saying, “But this Clinton pres- 
idency ob dear it is a real fritto 
nristo (mixed bag). They are 
mirin g up our names and our 
titles.” 

Hong Kong police 
muffle naked 
anti-fur protest 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong police were too quick for 
a pan of animal rights activists, 
wrapping them in blankets as 
they stripped off in public in an 
anti-fur protest. Americans 
Dan Mathews and Julia Sloan 
had planned to march nearly 
naked through the streets of 
Kowloon, their modesty pre- 
cariously protected doth ban- 
ners declaring; “We'd rather 
go naked than wear fur.” Their 
protest was timed to coincide 
with a major fur and fashion 
trade fair in Hong Kong this 
week. But plaindothes police 
pounced the moment the two 
members of the radical People 
For the Ethical Treatment of 
Anugals (PETA) began to dis- 
robe on a seafront promenade. 
•They^ were wrapped uncere- 
moniously in police blankets, 
bundled into a van and taken 
to a nearby police station. 
Police released the two later 
with a warning. Mr. Mathews, 
from Washington DC, said be- 
fore his arrest the protest was 
intended to start people talking 
about animal rights. Fur sales 
have fallen drastically in North 
America and Western Europe 
as a result of animal rights 
awareness campaigns. “We are 
here to keep for out of Asia,” 
Mr. Mathews said. 

Beauticians 

exposed 

to chemicals risk 
miscarriages 

CHAPEL HILL, North Caro- 
lina (AFP) — The risk of mis- 
carriage can double for beauti- 
cians who often use chemicals 
to clean their instruments, 
according to a new study. The 
study found a correlation be- 
tween miscarriages and the 
number of hours a day worked 
in cosmetology, the number of 
serivees involving chemicals 
done each week, the use of 
formaldehyde-based disinfec- 
tants and the amount of work 
done in saloons giving mani- 
cures. “We did see an almost 
two-fold increase in spon- 
taneous abortions among 
women who used formaldehy- 
de to disinfect their cosmetolo- 
gy utensils during pregnancy,” 
said doctor Esther John, 
associate professor of 
epidemiology at Stanford Uni- 
versity School of Medicine in 
Palo Alto. California. 

Spielberg 
discusses film 
with Mitterrand 

PARIS (AFP) — U.S. film 
director Steven Spielberg met 
with French President Francois 
Mitterrand and discussed his 
new film Schindler’s List, 
which recounts how a Nazi 
officer saved Jews from the 
World War n death camps. 
“We discussed the importance 
of education in the schools 
about the holocanst," Spiel- 
berg said after the meeting at 
the presidential palace. “He 
has not seen my film yet. After 
I talked to him for a while. He 
sensed what the film was about 
aid certainly felt very suppor- 
tive about it.” Spielberg, who 
made the blockbuster Jurassic 
Park, also said he understood 
why the French campaigned 
for * “pulmral exception” in tbe 
audiovisual sector during last 
year's GATT negotiations. 
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rding assaulted 

park near home 


.TON, Ore (AP) . 

American figure ska- su Sg® sts it was a legiti- 

ya Harding was ma f e atta J k »j* Hyde said, 
in a city park near n .^ st ® whe ? ,er the attack was 

nent complex where ^ ther J han random, 

k been staying with h„ y S ? ld: You certainly 

[ police said Friday. uij * t0 T !?° k * ^at as a possi- 

jng suffered scrapes It# not * P 3 ^ 

iiises and a spramed re I S nter basis " 

h the attack, which Police would tatt to 

d about 11 p.m. Thure- 5??“!? agan 5 
lice said it 2“ 5116 d0 “g" Thursday 

j targeted ^ ni £*J* as well as to people who 

IDE told investiuamrc ** n something 


ing told investigators 
walking from her pick- 
et through McMillen 
the apartment complex 
man knocked her down 
ehind, police spokes- 
ark Hyde said, 
man then jumped on 
jk, and a stru gg le en- 
Tie assailant, who did 
' anything, fled when 
5 activated a personal 
Hyde said. 

an back to her friends’ 
:nt, where she called 

vas taken to a hospital, 
she was treated for 
on her knees and 
and a sprained left 
then released, Hyde 

:e and tracking dogs 
:d the park, but failed to 
e suspect. 

(ing did not get a good 
t her assailant and no 
'itnessed the attack, 
lasted less than two mi- 
Hyde said. 

aid investigators did not 
the authenticity of Hard - 
epoit. 

srything that we have 
i at based on the physical 
ce at the scene and her 
! state at the time cer- 


suspicious in the area. 

Harding is the subject of an 
investigation into whether she 
was involved with or knew of 
the plot to attack rival figure 
skater Nancy Kerrigan Jan. 6 
in Detroit. 

Meanwhile in Washington, 
the U.S. Justice Department 
was Thursday reviewing 
whether any federal crimes 
were committed by Harding in 
the attack on her competjtior, 
Nancy Kerrigan. 

“The review is still under 
way," said John Russel, 
spokesman for the Justice De- 
partment's Criminal Division. 
He said the review was under- 
taken at the request, about two 
weeks ago, of local prosecutors 
in Portland, Oregon, Hard- 
ing's home. 

Federal officials are studying 
whether Harding may have 
violated the Hobbs act, which 
makes it a felony to interfere 
or conspire to interfere with 
commerce by use of violence 
or the threat of it, Russell said. 
The act carries a penalty of up 
to 20 years in prison. 
Criminal division attorneys are 
“very skeptical” that a Hobbs 
act prosecution can be 
brought, according to a federal 
official. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* J 7 6 5 2 
TK10 7 

a J io 

IL *KQ 
VEST EAST 

t Void * K 10 3 

? 9 5 4 3 93 8 2 

.' 86 53 K Q 7 

M10964 *863 2 

SOUTH 

* A Q 9 8 4 

.T.A Q 6- 

9 9 4 2 

* A 7 


The bidding: 



South 

West 

North 

East 

1 * 

Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

4 ' 

Pass 

4 * 
Pas* 

Pass 

Pass 

6 4 

Pass 


Opening lead: Jack of * 

"Be Prepared,” the motto of the 
Boy Scouts, also could serve as the 
watchword for defenders. Chances 
to direct the attack come seldom 
and you cannot afford to let them 
slip hy. 

Since there could possibly be two 
i fast diamond losers on the hand, 
1 South decided to investigate slam 
possibilities with a cue-bid ding se- 
quence. That presented Eaat with 


the opportunity to double four dia- 
monds as a lead-director, an advan- 
tage that went a-begging. As a 
result, when North contracted for 
six spades, West was on lead with no 
information from partner as a guide, 
in particular that a ifiimnmH lead 
was vital to defeat the contract 

West’s opening ralvo of a dub was 
surely blameless and declarer made 
the most of the reprieve. The first 
trick was won In dummy and declar- 
er-next made the correct technical 
play -of the jack of spades, covered 
by the king and taken with the ace. 
W&jt's failure to follow waa a just 
reward for careful play. Declarer 
crossed to the king of hearts and 
took the marked finesse for the ten 
of spades. 

After drawing the last trump, de- 
clarer completed the groundwork 
for an endplay by dealing hearts 
and clubs from both the table and 
the dosed band. Then a d iamond 
was led and the ten was finessed. In 
with the queen. East bads choice of 
losing options. A di amond into the 
board’s tenser would solve declar- 
er’s problem in that suit a heart or a 
dub would permit declarer to ruff in 
one band while discard i n g a dia- 
mond from the other. No matter 
what the slam was in the bag. 


FOR SALE 

'93 BMW, 318 IS, black, 2 doors, full options, 
automatic, U.S. specifications, 5,500 miles, 
price JD 20,000. Duty unpaid. 

Call 676273 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Shmefeani — near the Chinese Embassy 
Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 sitting rooms, 2 1 batir 
rooms, kitchen with central heating and telephone. 

Please call tel.: 602547 


A FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

A fully furnished house located at the ^ 

consisting of two large bedrooms, 

large living area, a dining area, 2 bathrooms and 

telephone. 

Please call dally and after 12:00 Tel.: 644963 


WANTED 

A newly established potato chips 

is seeking an aggressive, ambitious. P 

sentalive to market 

its products in the Kingdom and 154*573 
Candidates should contact Tel. 643578 


~ ' ■ Tel-: 634144 

Cinema * M 

. PHILADELPHIA _ 


THELMA AND LOUISE 
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Cinema 


Dallas Mavericks Greg DreUmg (right) foals the Orlando Magic 
Shaquilk O'Neal during second quarter action at Reunion Arena 
Thursday (AFP photo) 


Michael Jordan plays 
like nervous rookie 

SARASOTA, Fla. (AP) — had a tougher time against the 
Michael Jordan felt like a tier- tricks of rookies Rod Bolton 
vous rookie, and played like and Scott Christman, 
one. Jordan was called out by 

Jordan went. 0-for-3, barely college Umpre Cal Van Auken 

missing an extra-based hit be- on a 1-2 sinker by Bolton and 

fore striking out twice on off- swung far ahead of a 2-2 

speed pitches as his team fell changeup by Christman. 

No pitcher threw dose to 
^ 9“,?®°,, Wh . 1,e Jordan, and he managed a 

,?f d ’ 5? £*” total three foul balls m his 

dropped a wind-blown fly ball. at 

‘I? 0 ? 6 S**? mays f itasa “No hits, tot certainly I felt 
setba< ^ I saw ,t as an oomtort>bl i at th e bat/' Jor . 

opp^ty to go out and see (hu, said. “I saw evety pitch. I 
?**»» *»*•“ Same is Uke, saw some good ones” 

Joidan said. Jordan was on the same 

• It was my fita g™= and I ^ ^ Jack McDowell and 
felt neurons and o ut of my (£ d no t face the young winner. 

A1 MVP Frank Thomls, Robin 
ru get another chance and be a Ventura and most of Chicago’s 

llt ^.? 0r ! “ w 0ItiblC « Regulars did not play. 

White Sox Manager Gene 

Lamont said Jordan would not Earlier in the fifth inning, 
start Friday in the exhibition Jordan was fooled by the wind, 

opener against Texas. But With two outs, two runners on 
Lamont said Jordan is likely to and the score 6-6, Joe Hall 

play some in right field. sliced a high fly into the 40 

“If he’d gone 3-for-3 or 0- KPH gusts. Jordan, instructed 
for-5, 1 don’t think it would’ve to play deep, ran in and toward 

made any difference,” Lamont - the line, but the ball glanced- 
said. “It was just a chance for off his glove, a model specially 
him go out there. He probably made by Wilson with his name 
hit the hardest ball of the day.” in it. One ran scored on the 

In his first at-bat, feeing the play, and eight runs scored in 
fastballs of prospect James an inning that include^ errors 
Baldwin, Jordan hit a line hy all three outfielders, 
drive into the gap that left “I didn’t think I would be 
fielder Warren Newson caught able to reach it,” Jordan said, 
with a backhanded dive. “When I did, I was not able to 

Jordan, batting sixth for a collect myself, and the ball hit 
team led by coach Joe Nossek, the heel of my glove,” he said. 


A EMBAIXADA DO BRASIL KM AMA 

CONVOCA tod os os cidadaos brasileiros resi- 
dentes na Jordania, maiores de 16 an os, a com- 
parecer ao Setor Consular da Embaixada ate o 
dia 8 de abril pr&dmo. munidos do Tftulo de 
Eleltor, se ja o tiverem, ou de documento brasi- 
leiro de identidade, para se alistarem ou se reca- 
dastrarem para as eleigoes presidenciais de 3 de 
outubro do corrente ano. 

Horario de atendimento: 

Domingo a 5 s feira, das 9 as 12 boras. 



VACANCIES AVAILABLE 

An Industrial Establishment at Sahab Indust- 
rial City, has a vacancy for: 

a) Chemical Engineer: 

whose job wifi be to develop and manage 
the company's industrial laboratory. 

b) Sales Representative: 

— B.A. in Business Administration or 

Marketing. 

— Good command of English language. 
— Owning a car. 

Interested candidates should submit C.V. to 
the following address: 

The Manager 
P.O. Box 5204 
Amman-Jordan 
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Auriol 
chases 
Kankkunen 
in Portuguese 
Rally 

LISBON, Portugal (AP) — A 
1-2 Toyota finish looked likely 
in the Portuguese Rally Friday 
as Didier Auriol chased team- 
mate Juha Kankkunen over 
the first six stages of the fourth 
and final day of the 2,215- 
kilometre race. 

Auriol blazed around the six 
gravel tracks, winning two 
races any tying for first in 
another to make up 12 seconds 
on Kankkunen and solidify 
Toyota’s lock on the leader 
board. 

Breaking a course record to 
win the 34th stage, Auriol 
moved within 29 seconds of the 
defending world champion’s 
overall time of six hours, three 
minutes and IS seconds. 

But it was Kankknnen’s con- 
sistency — never lower than 
fourth in a stage — * that en- 
abled the “flying Finn” to get 
close to the lead. 

“I feel great and the car is in 
good shape,” Kankkunen told 
reporters at the morning break 
in Arganil, 220 kilometres 
norhteast of Lisbon. “I still 
haven’t won the rally, and dur- 
ing the afternoon Fm not going 
to defend. I'm going to drive.” 

Local favourite Carlos 
Sainz, of Spain, also drove 
well, winning one stage and 
tying for second with Kank- 
kunen on another. But Sainz’s 
effort was not enough to get 
past Italy’s Massimo ‘Miki’ 
Biasion. 

Biasiou, behind the wheel of 
a Ford Cosworth CS, won two 
stages and tied for first with 
Kankkunen on another, bold- 
ing on to third place, 45 
seconds off the lead. 

The 1994 Portugal Rally has 
seen favoured drivers drop-out 
early. Scotland’s Colin McRae 
Thursday abandoned the race 
after his Subaru Impreza 555 
stalled on die steep mid-coun- 
try. hills. 


w k Iberg advances, Chang, Martin 
[eliminated from Champions Cup 


INDIAN WELLS. Calif. (AP) 
— Third-seeded Stefan Edberg 
of Sweden advanced to the 
quarterfinals of the Champions 
Cup Thursday, but No. 6 
Michael Chang and No. 7 
Todd Martin were both upset 
victims. 

Edberg needed only 68 mi- 
nutes to eliminate Fabrice San- 
toro of France 6-2, 6-3. A day 
earlier, Santoro beat Andre 
Agassi, who was playing in 
only his second touraamenr n 
the last five months. 

Chang lost to No. 12 Alex- 
ander Volkov of Russia 6-4, 
1-6, 6-3. Martin, who reached 
the finals of the Australian 
Open in January, was beaten 
by No. 10 Petr Korda of the 
Czech Republic 6-4, 3-6, 6-2. 

In other third-round action, 
eighth-seeded Thomas Muster 


of Austria beat Jonathan Stark 

6- 4, 6-4; Darren Cahill of Au- 
stralia outlasted No. 11 Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland 6-4, 5-7, 

7- 6 (7-5); no. 16 Carlos Costa 
of Spain rallied to beat Patrick 
Rafter of Australia 4-6, 64, 
7-5, and Aaron Krickstein 
came back for a 2-6, 64, 64 
victory over Patrick McEnroe. 

In the quarterfinals. Edberg 
will play Cahill; Volkov will 
meet Krickstein; Korda will 
face Costa, and Muster will 
meet the winner of the Sam- 
pras-Washington match. 

When Korda and Martin 
took the stadium court to play 
the first match of the day, the 
temperature was 41 C. And it 
got hotter as the day went on, 
reaching a peak of 48 C. on the 
court. 

“I don't think he (Chang) 


felt so well because he was so 
wet,” Volkov said after scoring 
his upset, referring to the feet 
that Chang was soaked with 
sweat. 

“I played so well in the first 
set,” Volkov said. “I didn’t 
make any mistakes. Michael 
did not play very well today. 
He playing defensive, he made 
too many mistakes. I felt confi- 
dent, I hit short balls and won 
a lot of points.” 

Chang said the two-hour, 
nine-minute match was “a little 
strange.” 

“I was a little bit flat,” 
Chang said. “I made a few 
unforced errors that really hurt 
me. I’ve had success against 
Alexander in the past. He was 
not only hitting winners. I was 
making errors, so it was tough 
to beat him.” 


‘Soccer more popular 
in U.S. than polls show 9 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — A 
spokesman for the U.S. World 
Cup organising committee re- 
jects public opinion polls on 
soccer’s purported unpopular- 
ity in the United States, arguing 
ing instead that American 
sports fens have already de- 
monstrated their support for 
the game. 

Teddy Roe, speaking last 
week on a WoridNet television 
dialogue programme with par- 
ticipants in Algiers, called soc- 
cer's popularity in the U.S. 
“hidden.” In fact. Roe 
asserted, soccer is the fastest- 
growing youth sport in this 
country, with more than 15 
million active participants. 
Since the 1970s, he said, the 
game has been growing, start- 
ing in the public schools and in 
youth leagues. Speaking from 
personal experience. Roe said 
the youth league player of to- 
day will be fie father of his 
own soccer player tomorrow. 

U.S. domestic allotment for 
World Cup seats, about 65 per 
cent of the 3 JS million available 
seats in the nine U.S. cities 


where the tournament will be 
played, sold out last June — a 
year before the World Cup 
begins — according to Roe. 

Even after all the seats were 
sold. Roe said Americans are 
still clamouring for tickets. 
Even more remarkable, fans 
bought their tickets without 
knowing which countries 
would qualify teams for the the 
World Cup or in which cities 
the teams would play. 

Roe discounted polls report- 
ing that only 20 per cent of 
Americans know the World 
Cup will be played in the Un- 
ited States, and that only 18 
per cent know it will be played 
this year. He called those polls 
not “particularly accurate.” 
Once sponsors start promoting 
the World Cup on American 
television, he said, “there's no 
question in my mind that ev- 
erybody in the United States 
will know the World Cup is 


here.” 

Once the TV promotion be- 
gins, he said, the. continued 
growth of soccer in the United 
States depends on how well the 
U.S. team does in the World 
Cup and whether it “captures 
the imagination of a larger 
number of American sports 
fans.” 

He said soccer will grow, 
even though it competes for 
the American sports dollar 
against the popular TV sports 
of baseball, basketball, and 
(American) football. 

Soccer’s growth, says Roe, 
will be manifested in 1995 
when a 12-team first division 
U.S. professional league be- 
gins play. He said the league, 
while not initially on the same 
level with pro leagues in Latin 
America and Europe, hopes to 
develop its own American 
stars, who will in turn help 
soccer develop in this country. 


FOR LADIES ONLY 

AL DALAL 

inside the Forte Grand (formerly Plaza) hotel you will get a 
- free gift - when you -have ^"minimum purchase of JD 1. 
We have a daily advertisement. Bring the advertisement with, 
you and get a gift throughout Ffamadanr"* 


VACANCY 

The U.S. Embassy in Amman has a vacancy for a 
Cultural Affairs Assistant in the American Center to 
implement cultural programs. 

Applicants must have a university degree in liberal 
arts, education or a relevant field: must have fluent 
English and Arabic. Must have two years experi- 
ence and a good working knowledge of the 
Jordanian political, economic, social, artistic and 
educational structure. Administrative ability to 
carry out detailed cultural programs, drafting and 
word processing required. Designing publications 
and/or desk top publishing experience desirable. 

Qualified applicants should submit an ap- 
plication (available at Embassy gate) to 
the Personnel Officer prior to 
March 17, 1994. 


ORIENT EXPRESS 
FOR TRAVEL AND TOURISM 

Announces its attractive trip programmes for the 
Eid Al Fitr Feast 

☆☆ Al Ghardaqah ☆☆ 5 days, 4 nights from 
March 11 to 15, 1994. 

Price per person starts from JD 1 89 - three star or 
5 star hotel stays — and according to your choice, 
plus a breakfast together with an air ticket. 

☆☆Al Ghardaqah plus Cairo ☆☆ rate per 
person is JD 220. 

Amman-Grand Palace Hotel front yard, 
tel.: 602460 - 698969 




Date: Tuesday, March 8, 1994, between the hour 
am. and 1:00 p.m. / 

Location: Warehouse near 7th Circle. / 

Items to be sold: Used residential an<r ce 
furnishings and equipment. / 

Type of sale: Sealed-bid. Bid forms can ber ned 
on the day of sale. j 

Conditions of sale: j 

- 20 per cent cash deposit required on j aay ’ 

- Sale items will be available for inspec/ 00 
day. 

- Bids must be submitted by 1:00 p.n\.j sa ^ e 

- Bids must be submitted at the ware^ se - 

- Bids will be opened and bidders nofi be 9 innin 9 
Wednesday, March 9, 1994. j 

- Items must be removed within 24 hey a ^f r 

tion. After that period, a 50 JD per&y stora 9 0 Tee 
will be assessed. 

- All items are sold on a "whr ls - as-is ’ non ‘ 

returnable” basis. / 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


ROUND TRIP 
TO HEAVEN 

5hu»»: U..'H. 3 ;»hi. n.An. M 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD ‘V 
FILOFAX 

Shows: 1250, 3:00, 650, 850, 10:30 

CONCORD *2’ 

PASSENGER 

Shows: 1250, 3:00, 650,850,1050 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
Forbidden x Forbidden 


Tel.; 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 

presents 2 play entitled: 

Al Dm Nuron 

A popular political comedy < 
Actors: Abeer issa, Daoud Jalajel. 
Hassan Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 

Coming soon: The next play 


Nabil & His 

AHLi 


• s Tel.: 625155 

THEATRE 


lAhlan 


Ja Hisham Theatre 1 
f presents 

Summit Conference 

(play) 
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/daily at 9:15 p.m. 
Theatr/is closed Sundays, Monday.’ 
/ and Tuesdays 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz said 
on Friday the United States will pay for its insistence to keep 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq. In a statement to the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA), Mr. Aziz warned President Bill Ginton that 
his advisers were pushing “U.S. policy in the region into a 
dead end.*' He said: "The notorious advisers of the American 
president... who prevent the Security Council from honouring 
its commitments towards Iraq will reap the results of their 
shallow and rancorous attitudes.” President Ginton said on 
Thursday the United States would continue to apply economic 
sanctions agaiost Iraq because of Baghdad's defiance of 
United Nations resolutions passed after the 1991 Gulf war. 
"Because of Iraq's failure to comply fully with United Nations 
Security Council resolutions, the United States will continue 
to apply economic sanctions to deter Iraq from threatening 
peace and stability in the region.” Mr. Ginton said in a report 
to Congress. Iraq is under stringent U.N. trade sanctions 
imposed in response to its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. "The trend 
to keep sanctions on Iraq was not only unfair and hosrile but 
wrong and will not realise for the planners of U.S. policy their 
declared aims." Mr. Aziz said. Mr. Aziz said Iraq had 
honoured ail its ceasefire commitments and the Security 
Council was now obliged to lift the oil embargo "without delay 
and (addition) of new conditions." 


U.S.: No plan to deport Demjanjuk 


CINCINNATI (AP) — The U.S. government said it has no 
plans for an immediate effort to deport accused Nazi guard 
John Demjanjuk. even though a court order blocking deporta- 
tion has expired. The department is still fighting a case against 
Mr. Demjanjuk in a Cleveland federal court and may take 
another aspect of the dispute to the U.S. Supreme Court. But 
it will not try to have Mr. Demjanjuk deported while the cases 
are pending, spokesman Carl Stem said Thursday from 
Washington. Mr. Demjanjuk was convicted in 1988 and 
sentenced to death in Israel on charges he was a Nazi guard in 
Poland during World War II. The Israeli supreme court 
overturned that convinction in July allowing Mr. Demjanjuk. 
73, a retired autoworker from suburban Geveland, to return 
to the United States in September. The 6th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled Nov. 17 that the U.S. Justice Department 
defrauded the federal courts by not disclosing evidence Mr. 
Demjanjuk could have used to fight his 1986 extradition to 
Israel. The court last week refused to rehear the ruling. The 
Justice Department has 90 days to appeal to the supreme court 
but it has not made that decision. Mr. Stem said. 


Colombian rebels free American 


BOGOTA (AP) — An American freed by leftist rebels 
stepped off an airplane after a flight from the jungle region 
where he had been held for a year, and ran into the arms of his 
brother. Lewis Manning, freed Wednesday by National 
Liberation Army rebels in Choco state, 300 kilometres west of 
Bogota, hugged his brother. Bob Manning, colleagues and 
other friends at Bogota's airport on Thursday. The rebel 
group, known by its initials in Spanish as the ELN, threatened 
to abduct more Americans as "prisoners of war.” for ransom. 
Its message was conveyed in faxes to local news media this 
week. The National Liberation Army and a loosely allied 
group have recently stepped up attacks on American interests, 
bombing three Mormon churches, a Coca-Cola bottling plant 
and U.S. bank branches. 


Rock star reported in coma after overdose 


ROME (AP) — Kurt Cobain, lead singer of the rock group 
Nirvana, was hospitalised in a coma Friday after taking an 
overdose of tranquiliseri with champagne, the Italian news 
agency ANSA said. The' hospital refused to confirm that Mr. 
Cobain was in a coma, and said only that he had been 
transferred to a private clinic after initial emergency room 
treatment. ANSA said the 28-year Cobain was stricken after 
taking a huge dose of roipnol, a rranquiliser, with champagne. 
Police said he was taken to the public Polyclinic Hospital 
around 7 a.m. and transferred to an unidentified private clinic 
five hours later. The leader of the Seattle Grunge rock group 
was reportedly on vacation in Rome with his wife, singer 
Courtney Love, between European engagements. 


Ransom named U.S. envoy to Bahrain 


WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bill Ginton has nomin- 
ated David M. Ransom, a veteran foreign service officer, to be 
U.S. ambassudor to Bahrain. In a State Department career 
which began in 1965. Mr. Ransom has served as desk officer 
for Southern Europe and for the Arabian Peninsula. Among 
numerous other posts, he was deputy chief of mission at the 
U.S. embassy in the United Arab Emirates. He also served in 
the U.S. embassy in Damascus. 


Prosecution helped acquit Davidians 
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WACO (AP) — Testimony from the Branch Davidian who 
^ ‘^w» the government's key witness helped jurors decide to 
”, ‘ acquit 11 cult members of murder, the jury forewoman has 

old the Waco (Texas) Tribune-Herald. The testimony of 
’.athryn Schrocder and two other followers of doomsday 
■ophet David Koresh carried the most weight in helping the 
ncl decide the 1 1 culusts were not guilty of murdering four 
jeral agents during a Feb. 28. 1993, shootout, said Sarah L. 
n. Mrs. Scbroeder also had been charged with murder but 
cd to testify in exchange for admitting to the lesser crime 
rcihly resisting federal officers. Victorine Hollingsworth 
jlnrjoric Thomas, two others inside the compound during 
^ootout, also testified for the prosecution. Ms. Holling- 
^and Ms. Thomas were never charged. "The ones that 
y^the most impact were probably those who had been in 
He^ poun< ^” MSl Ba,n was 9 uoted in Thursday's Tribune- 
yJ'Their testimony also was kind of damaging on some 
p arI ^gle charges, some of the firearms charges and actual 
haddi on ^unng the rai< * ,tse IL what various individuals 
S-jJj/Juring the raid itself." said Ms. Bain, a high school 
defenda ac * 1cr ’ i ur >‘ on Saturday acquitted all 11 
and an ‘ nc ^ U( ^ in 8 Ihrce Britons, a Canadian, a Jamaican 
murder tra *' 3n * murder and conspiracy to commit 
voltmtaiv Wtcd ^ ve Davidians of the lesser charge of 
^ slaughter, which carries a maximum 10 vear 
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Vo others were convicted of weapons charges. 

Man acci^ in porno movie fire 

patron^of i ^ A man char s ed with murdering nine 
build inp *ic £pgraphic movie club by setting fire to the 

await ^r, rc nded in custody by a court Thursday to 
await Inal. Davi, uiaK t, .1 » 


,::h 


mrmmt Lauers. 34, who is deaf and works as a 

‘ter. is accused of starting Saturday's fire 


— one club by pouring gasoline through a 
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»2^SJ?Jf l ?5? ar,,li Sin8 near London's financial distrii, 
30 ?! patrons. Police said they had been 
Press reports said homosexuals 
^ted the dub: No motive for the 
^ al Thursday's brief hearing at 
JJ? 1 ma F ,str es court in North London and no 
^ tore was announced.. was ^ !argesl j eat h toll from a 

th f ."C at King’s Cross subway station 
in November 1987 that kiL d 31 p/ ap | e . 


Turks protest Hebroi^, 0 sque killings 


The p.K .aa 
step 


ISTANBUL (R) — About ljgo Muslims leaving Friday 
prayers m central Istanbul bur^ the American flag and 
chanted anti-Israeli slogans to pro*st the killing of more than 
60 Muslim worshippers in the octmied West Bank a week 
ago. There were no reports of injuries or arrests. 


Officials, community 

leaders welcome 
Jordan- Vatican ties 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan and the 
Jordanian Catholic community 
welcomed the long expected 
announcement of the establish- 
ment of diplomatic ties be- 
tween the Vatican and the 
Kingdom. 

Information Minister Jawad 

Anani said that Jordan be- 
lieves that this move “will con- 
tribute towards the establish- 
ment of just and durable peace 
in the Middle East in a manner 
which would guarantee the hu- 
man rights called for by the 
monotheistic religions." 

“We welcome this step, 
especially that the Vatican rep- 
resents most Christians of the 
world." Dr. Anani said in a 
telephone interview with the 
Jordan Times. 

Catholic community leader 
Bishop Salim Sayegh received 
“with pride and pleasure” the 
Vatican's derision to exchange 
ambassadors with Jordan. 

In a telephone interview. 
Bishop Sayegh said he was 
officially informed of the Vati- 
can's long awaited decision 
Thursday morning. 

"We are truely very proud 
and happy” the Bishop said, 
adding that his happiness is 
accentuated by the fact that "I 
am a Christian heading the 
Catholic community here and 
that I am Jordanian.” 

"This diplomatic representa- 
tion between Jordan ancf the 
Vatican has been our wish fora 
long time, especially that there 
are no problems between the 
regim** u »re and the Catholic 


community," Bishop Sayegh 
said. 

He also said that the Catho- 
lic community in the Kingdom 
has been "expecting the news 
for months now.” 

A spokesman at the Italian 
embassy here said expectations 
were that diplomatic relations 
would be established between 
the Kingdom and the Vatican 
immediately after the Vatican 
announced that it would estab- 
lish relations with Israel. 


The Vatican and Israel rec- 
ognised each other in Decem- 
ber and Israeli leaders have 
invited the pope to visit the 
Jewish state whenever he 
wanted. 

The spokesman said all the 
negotiations for the establish- 
ment of diplomatic ties were 
conducted in Rome between 
the Kingdom's ambassador 
there and Vatican officials. 

This move comes at the 
heels of an announcement by 
pope John Paul in January that 
before the year 2000 he wanted 
to visit the principal holy sites 
of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, a trip which could in- 
clude Israel, Egypt, Syria, Jor- 
dan and Turkey. 


The pope is due next month 
to visit Lebanon, recovering 
from a devastating 15-year civil 
war between Christians and 
Muslims. 

The Kingdom already has an 
Apostolic delegation and head- 
quarters in Amman, which 
Bishop Sayegh believed will 
become the Vatican embassy. 
He had no details on other 
details and arrangements. 


Abul Abbas vows 
to avenge massacre 


AMMAN (AP) — Palestinian 
leader Mohammad Abbas, in 
comments published Friday, 
vowed to avenge the recent 
slaying of Muslim worshippers 
in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank town of Hebron. 


list. 


In an interview with Jordan's 
Arabic-language daily A1 Dus- 
tour newspaper. Mr. Abbas 
also urged Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat to quit peace 
negotiations with Israel. 

“We will undertake all 
necessary measures to avenge 
the blood of the men who were 
martyred, the children who 
were killed and the widows 
who cried.” Mr. Abbas said in 
the interview conducted in his 
headquarters in Baghdad, 
Iraq. 

“We want our people to 
know that the blood of our 
martyrs... will not go ignored," 
he said. 


An Italian court found Abul 
Abbas guilty of the hijack. 
Some of the hijackers were 
jailed, but Abul Abbas 
avoided capture. 

The PLF was also responsi- 
ble for an aborted attack on a 
Tel Aviv beach in May 1990. 
Mr. Arafat’s refusal to de- 
nounce the attack led to a 
suspension of an 18-month 
American dialogue with the 
PLO. Mr. Abbas was a mem- 
ber of the organisation's Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

The dialogue was resumed 
along with the signing of the 
Sept. 13 Israel -PLO peace 
accord. 


“We have great hope that 
God will help us to wipe off the 
tears of the widows and the 
children who lost their fathers 
and brothers in the ugly mas- 
sacre.” he added. 

Mr. Abbas, also known as 
Abul Abbas, heads the pro- 
Iraqi wing of the Palestine Li- 
beration Front (PLF) which in 
19S4 split from the mother 
group that was affiliated with 
Svria. 


Abul Abbas is accused of 
masterminding the 1984 hijack 
of an Italian cruiser, Achille 
Lauro. An American passen- 
ger was killed in the hijack. 
The PLF is on the U.S. wanted 


In the interview, Abul 
Abbas chastised Mr. Arafat for 
his quest for a negotiated set- 
tlement with Israel and urged 
him to withdraw from the 28- 
month-old U.S. -backed Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

“These negotiations will 
only bring shame upon the 
Palestinian people,” he said. 
"We are pained with the poli- 
tical performance of the 
Palestinian leadership.” 

“1 advise the PLO to depart 
from the swamp which it fell in 
without hesitation and before a 
tragedy takes place,” Abul 
Abbas warned. 

"I advise the PLO to depart 
from the swamp which it fell in 
without hesitation and before a 
tragedy takes place,” Abul 
Abbas warned. 


He said that "armed struggle is 
the only option” for the Palesti- 
nians to liberate the West Bank 
and Gaza. 


fc'Z- 



PRINCE VISITS WRITER: His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan late Thursday visited 
prominent Jordanian writer and historian Rox 
Ben Zaid A1 Uzaizi at his house to inquire about 
his health condition. Prince Hassan conveyed to 
Mr. Uzaizi, author of many books and a col- 
umnist, the greetings of His Majesty King 
ur n «Min Mr. Uzaizi read out a poem (see photo) 


welcoming Prince Hassan and voicing pride in 
the leadership of K»»g Hussein and the Hashe- 
mite family. Prince was accompanied on 

the visit by Deputy Prime Minister Maan Abu 
Nowar and hb private advisor Mohammad A1 
Saqqaf. Also Thursday, Prince Hassan hosted an 
iftar in honour of retired army officers. 


Hekmatyar prevents food 


from entering Kabul 


KABUL (AP) — The United 
Nations tried for a third 
straight day Friday to send a 
food convoy into this battered 
capital, but the prime minis- 
ter's forces refused to let it 


pass. 

“I’m afraid it will not enter 
Kabul today,” said Sitorios 
Mousouris, the U.N.'s special 
representative for Afghanis- 
tan. He spoke to the Associ- 
ated Press from his office in 
Islamabad. Pakistan. 

The convoy, consisting of six 
trucks with 90 tonnes of food, 
is parked in Bagrami, 20 
kilometres southeast of the 
Kabul, while the United Na- 
tions negotiates with renegade 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar. 

Mr. Hekmatyar had agreed 
to lift his blockade of Kabul 
and allow the convoy into the 
dty. where food stocks are 
running out. 

However, his forces made 
additional demands at the last 
minute and prevented the con- 
voy from entering the city*. ’said 
aid officials 

Mr. Hekmatyar imposed the 
blockade after he and bis ally, 
warlord Rashid Dostum, 
attacked Kabul on Jan. 1 in a 
bid to oust President Burhand- 
din Rabbani. 


Despite a sustained assault 
that left about 1,000 dead and 
around 12,000 wounded. Mr. 
Rabbani still controls most of 
the capital. Mr. Hekmatyar 
and General Dostum are en- 
trenched on the southern and 
eastern fringes of the dty and 
control the main roads leading 
into town. 

Some 300,000 to 400.000 re- 
sidents — about half of Kabul’s 
population — have been 
driven from their homes, 
according to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

Some have fled Kabul, other 
have found shelter with rela- 
tives or friends. But about 
50,000 people are living in 
mosques, schools and aban- 
doned buildings. 

They are dependent on 
handouts from the Red Cross 
and other aid groups whose 
supplies have been depleted. 

The convoy left Wednesday 
from the northwestern Pakista- 
ni dty of Peshawar on what 
should have been a one-day 
jtiurney to Kabul. 

However, the trucks have 
been stopped three times by 
various factions that control 
stretches of the highway. 

There are about 10 separate 
factions in the Afghan dvil 
war. In addition, there are 


numerous bands of auton- 
omous fighters, each imposing 
their own laws at gunpoint. 

The factions fought in a 
loose alliance for 13 years be- 
fore ousting a communist gov- 
ernment in April 1992. They 
have spent the last two years 
battling each other. 

In Geneva, a U.N. spokes- 
man said tens of thousands of 
refugees who have fled the 
carnage in Kabul are (firing 
with death from unexploded 
mines littering camps near the 
Pakistani border. 

Rupert Colville, spokesman 
for the U.N. Higb Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, said 1,600 
people were arriving daily in 
the eastern city of Jalalabad. 
More than 200,000 Afghans 
have flooded into camps in the 
area since the civO war flared 
up again Jan. 1. 

Mr. Colville said the United 
Nations was especially con- 
cerned that the fighting, for 
weeks confined to bombard- 
ments of the capital, now 
appeared to be spreading' and 
there were reports of 
“thousands” of people on the 
move in northwestern Afgha- 
nistan. 

He said one fifth of the new 
arrivals in Jalalabad had fled 
from places other than Kabul. 


Cairo police, protesters clash 


CAIRO (AP) — Egyptian 
police fixed scores of reargas 
bombs Friday — some inside 
one of Cairo’s oldest mosques 
— to disperse an estimated 
10,000 demonstrators protest- 
ing the Hebron massacre. 

The clash occurred after Fri- 
day prayers at AI Azhar Mos- 
que. Ignoring pleas by a 
preacher, worshippers surged 
from the mosque, broke a 
chain across the only entrance 
and marched into the street. 
Police immediately opened up 
with tear-gas bombs. 

An Associated Press repor- 
ter saw at least 30 people being 
arrested, some badly beaten. 
A security officer said later all 
were questioned for a couple 
of hours, then released. 

Police surrounded most ma- 
jor mosques in the capital after 
Gad AI Haq AI Gad AI Haq, 


the grand sheikh of AI Azhar 
and Egypt’s leading Islamic 
clergyman, asked congrega- 
tions across the country to pray 
for the Fakstinians slain by an 
Israeli sealer in the Ibrahimi 
mosque a week earlier. 

Opposition party leaders re- 
quested a permit to march 
from AI Azhar after prayers 
but it was denied. Instead, 
their leaders held an anti-Israel 
conference inside. 

Outside, veiled women 
members of the Islamic- 
oriented Labour Party raised 
banners reading "revenge — 
revenge" and "sever ties with 
Israel” and “Our government 
deals with the Jews, and they 
are killing Muslims in mos- 
ques.” 

As soon as prayers ended, 
young men representing Isla- 
mic groups and the leftist Nas- 


serite Party raised black ban- 
ners with anti-Israel slogans. 
One read: “There is no God 
but God: The Jews are the 
enemies of God.” 

After breaking the chain 
across the entrance, they 
rushed into AI Azhar Street 
waving copies of the Holy 
Koran and scattering leaflets. 

Driven back inside the mos- 
que by tear-gas, demonstrators 
first threw stones from an open 
area inside, then tried repe- 
atedly to regain the street. 
Police , suppressed them with 
tear-gas fired inside AI Azhar 
After police controlled the 
mosque area, opposition lead- 
ers emerged surrounded by 
supporters. "There is no free- 
dom for the people," shouted 
Seif AI Islam Hassan AI Banna 
of the officially outlawed Mus- 
lim Brotherhood. 


Faisal-Kreisha row set a precedent for 
not setting a precedent, observers assert 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The recent pub- 
lic row between Lower 
House of Parliament mem- 
bers Toujan Faisal and Jamal 
Kreisha has raised popular 
awareness of the value of 
individual freedoms and 
rights which are essential to 
the democratisation of any 
society. Jordanian political 
analysts and observers say. 

"Precedent-setting mea- 
sures to protect individual 
freedoms and rights are a 
fundamental part of the 
growth of democracy, and. as 
such, every measure taken to 
assure the evolution of those 
rights is a step towards furth- 
er implementation of the 
democratic process.” said a 
veteran Jordanian politician 
commenting on the Faisal- 
Kreisha dispute. 

But Deputy Faisal's failure 
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port from her fellow deputies 
to prosecute Mr. Kreisha on 
charges of “slander, defama- 


tion and assault” appears to 
have set back precedent-set- 
ting actions, many observers 
said. 


"It was a set-back on all 
accounts.” said a former 
member of the Lower House 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. “Many people 
blamed Ms. Faisal's failure to 
obtain support on her style of 
speaking and her aggressive, 
‘provocative’ personality, but 
her personality should not 
make us deviate from the fact 
that she is in the right,” 
added the former Lower 
House deputy. 

During the dispute, a result 
of an argument on the merits 
of martial law. a series of 
personal and ethnic : •. 
well as an ashtra) 
hurled at Ms, Faisal by Mr. 
Kreisha. 

Her fellow deputies, led by 
Speaker Taher Al Masri. 
nroposed solving the matter 


by having Mr. Kreisha pub- 
licly apologise. Ms. Faisal re- 
fused the public apology 
saying that “this is not a tribal 
dispute in which a cup of 
coffee and a sorry will do. 
Ibis is a political matter on 
the issue of personal and pub- 
lic rights and responsibili- 
ties.” 

Most political observers 
and parliamentarians pointed 
out that while "Ms. Faisal 
may be right,” Jordan is still 
largely governed by a tribal 
social and political structure. 

’Tribal norms are still very 
prevalent in our society and 
many of them are very fair 
and impartial,” insisted one 
member of the Lower House. 

But many local proponents 
of a more Western type of 
democracy felt that the Fais- 
al-Kreisha dispute was a good 
-ppommity to set a prece- 
Jent and introduce new 
norms of public behaviour, 

"This would have been a 
good opportunity to intro- 
duce some precedent-setting 
standards,” said a well-re- 


spected human rights lawyer, 

“It is not an issue of tribal 
and ethnic communities as 
much as that different groups 
and individuals In the society 
can be taught that all dozens 
are equal and that tribal 
might or community backing 
won't make a right out of a 
wrong.” added the lawyer. 

“This is a traditional and 
not a very modernised Parlia- 
ment,” said the head of a 
local political research 
centre. 

While many members of 
the Lower House as well as 
political observers referred to 
Ms. Faisal's 'strong position” 
because of her gender, saying 
"people showed great sympa- 
thy towards her because of 
her gender,” others found 
the attitude condescending. 

“No one should have the 
right to bit the other or to 
make insulting reference to 
their creed, national origin, 
gender and or their religion 
and still be accepted by the 
public at large as a deputy of 
the people,” said one active 


feminist. 

Ms. Faisal's tendency to be 
“undiplomatic" and “conde- 
scending" towards her fellow 
deputies, was cited as a main 
reason why the case lost a lot 
of support among her peers 
and the general public. 

“She told us that she had 
disciplined children and now 
she would discipline us,” said 
one of her fellow deputies 
citing Ms. Faisal. 

On Wednesday Ms. Faisal 
told her fellow deputies that 
the vote to accept the Lower 
House of Parliament’s Judici- 
ary Committee's decision not 
to lift Mr. Kreisha’s immun- 
ity was a test of their dedica- 
tion to democratic principles. 

A political Commentator 
who attended the session 
concluded that “the vote was 
against Toujan and I doubt 
that much thought was given 
to the principles of her case; 
she bad isolated herself as an 
individual and the deputies 
were getting back at her and 
a chance to set precedent was 
test.” 



Diana washed 
the dishes, 
male friend says 
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LONDON (R) — A former 
riding instructor to the Princess 
of Wales portrayed Princess. 

Diana as an easy-going friend 
who thought nothing’ r of 
washing the dishes when' she 
came to visit. Major James; 

Hewitt said Princess Duma,'ah 
unhappy wife, dating mother 
and generous friend, wo fe 
hrm letters and shipped ' opt 
lavish food hampers from Lou-; 
don’s exclusive Fortrram and 
Mason store to cheer him up" 
while he served in the Gulf - 
War. “She came to stay and 
met my mother as any of dbse 
friends would. She was very 
natural,” be told the Daily' 

Express. “She would do; the' 
washing-up and help out. &le 
was the perfect home guest,” 
he said. “She is a very udder-, 
stated person who wants to be: 
as normal as possible and' be 
with her friends, having fan.” 

The rival Today newspaper’ 
ridiculed Hewitt for what it' 
said were bis “did or didn't I 
kiss? I'm not telling” revela- 
tions following the first instal- 
ment Tuesday when he said' I the Ar 
only: *Td defy a lot of men not: ' protesters 
to find her attractive but yob . 
have to learn to control your 
emoti o ns and feelings in that 
respect.” Princess Diana gave . 

Maj. Hewitt a diamond-stud- | 
ded tie pin to thank him far 
their riding lessons in London’s 
Hyde Park and in Idyllic Park- 
land at her Highgrove country 
estate in western - England, 
where he joined her inner cir- 
cle of friends. Her husband 
Prince Charles, die heir to the 
British throne from whom she 
separated in 1992, only rarely 
turned up for the weekend 
house parties there with -the 
princess's young friends:* • 

“They were lovely, nat ural 
weekends,” Maj. Hewitt said. 
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“She was very relaxed, she was 
certainly the hostess and acted 
as such.” Maj. Hewitt/' a 
dashing upper-class army offic- 
er who loves riding, hunting, 
shooting and polo, said Prut- 
cess Diana's letters boosted his 
morale while he served in the 
Gulf War In 1991, although her 
own morale in a worsening rela- 
tionship with Prince Charles 
was sinking. T knew that pri- 
vately it was a bad time for 
her.” Maj. Hewitt, whose 
friendship with the princess has 
now frosted over according to 
the Daily Express, said Prin- 
cess Diana's two children. 

Princes Harry and William, 
were tire most important thing 

in her life. She quit public 

engagements last year to spend ^ implementing 
time with them. ‘"She does not accord which 
spoil them, they are extremely ^tical. econom 
well-mannered and delightfal 41 administrative 
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Girl, trapped 
outside 6 hours,! 
nearly dies 4 

REGINA, Saskatchewan (AP) 'S|0Qt 

— A T-war-oM oirl nr*-M*nf*V ^ ^ 
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A 2-year-old girl accidental' 
ly locked outside her home for 
almost six hours in sot' err 
temperatures was “like a blod 


of foe” by the time she was |Q 0|gQ^j 


found lying on her front ‘door- 
step, doctors said. Kaflee ?RHToot 
Kosolofeki had no heartbeaj lA I AF 

and was nearly frozen whin group 

she arrived at Plains Hospital whites 
in Regjua. She remained in ^ ..^king pan 
serious condition. “Shd ■ w*t£ ^ , nr w alj- rac 
practically dead,” said -John 0ne of 

Burgess, one of the doctors ^ re * for t h e 


who revived her. “It's 'just fed aj . n, ?eting 0 f 
amazing to get a child this ags Par|j anipr 
who literally comes in Kkfr a ^f anc r Volt,*, 
block of ice.” *-« -- IKsfr < 




apparently followed her father * * d 

~C .L. I ■ i_fc “ tb» _ 4 


out of the house when Ke left group’ a0li 
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at a daily in Regina, the capital J *e ta ke 
of the central Canadian J”®* S^^ouid , n ,p 
vince of Saskatchewan. He <£d * 

not notice Karlee folfowxflg .-^g said in ' ' ^ 
him, wearing a coat and .boots rjjon - ai >no l 
over her pajamas. Sbc "was so-caji 

trapped outside when the 6dn| J *hii c i ' 
door swung shot and locked £ 
behind her. Her mother found J of ^ ^nj. Ih| 
her after nearly six hopis tf be u P^plc 
temperatures of about nririns i JJtiiry ^cept^ 
F (minus 22Q.An ambolfflW Jd Vju?* C crH 
rushed her to the bospt^.^ V 0 &’ an 0 [} 
utiles (50 kms) away, J?r J^red f s ' r °ni i., 
Burgess said the girl’s boj Jle s ihc J 
temperature had fallen to 3 j^ed p 7 | 0 r e 
degrees F (14 degrees Qj Hhi , 

took surgeons more than tiff® ^ acce Pt c h 
hours to bring her .bod . 11 1 

temperature back up to’on jjpic," J the u; . 
maL “It took nearly an hot hm , 

and a half for her heart tosffl ^ l. 'd 
beating," Dr. Burgess sg fai 

Dr. Joy Dobson said the^ d Cdrtr 4te 

was in intensive care with, e % “be, 

tensive frostbite to her .leg Jh* e B«tr 
to '} * 


w u 


one of which may have-.t 


amputated. But she said-Ka 
lee was alert and improvin 
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“She’s definitely veiy stroa. of wail's. 


very happy and very 

u— J Karr 
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